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Dear Friends,

When seminal American Jewish poet and activist Emma Lazarus 
wrote these prescient words in 1883, she could not have imagined 
just how true they would ring today. 

Earlier this year, we, like many of you, experienced renewed hope 
after a period of unprecedented loss, grief and hardship. Through 
the promise of vaccines, we were able to hug our loved ones, visit 
with friends and resume some of the activities that fill our lives with 
meaning. Meanwhile, the reinstitution of responsible leadership 
in our halls of power made us optimistic that a brighter, more just 
future was possible—both at home and abroad.

And yet. 

As we write this letter, strong variants of COVID-19 are once 
again raging in our communities, making our hoped-for return to 
“normalcy” more tentative than it seemed just months ago. Too many 
people around the world lack the vital protection that vaccines have 
afforded us, and the death toll continues to rise. What’s more, our 
world is gripped by global uncertainty: Waves of political violence 
have torn through multiple countries, destabilizing democracies, 
deepening inequalities, and throwing the communities we support 
into chaos. And brutal hurricanes, floods, heat waves and fires have 
swept the globe—clear signs that the climate crisis is escalating, 
destroying the homes and lives of people around the planet. 

That is why, during this moment of great global suffering, we 
must do everything in our power as American Jews to secure a 
more just future—for everyone. 

And thanks to your support, we are doing just that. Because of your 
partnership, courageous activists and grassroots organizations in 
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“Until we are all free, 
we are none of us free.”

—Emma Lazarus, 1883

the 18 countries we serve have deftly adapted to the harsh realities 
of COVID-19. In spite of innumerable challenges, they are building 
movements for democracy, fighting to advance the rights of women, 
girls and LGBTQI+ people, and defending our planet so that the 
next generation can flourish. And here at home, your generosity is 
ensuring that AJWS’s advocacy team and Jewish leaders across the 
U.S. can influence our government to utilize its power to support this 
same agenda for justice—helping to create a world where human 
rights are paramount and all people can live with dignity. 

Our work is more crucial than ever, and with you by our side, we 
are refusing to rest and say “we are free” until we are all free. 

We are proud to share this annual report with you. Thank you for 
your support in 2021 and beyond.  

With our deepest gratitude, 
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In 2021, thanks to your generosity…

AJWS invested $37.1 million* in our grantmaking and social change strategies.

We supported 502 social justice organizations promoting human rights in  

18 countries. These activists have built movements for change that are 

fighting for freedom for all—from safeguarding democracy, to ensuring that 

rights and resources are shared equitably, to tackling longstanding injustices 

exacerbated by COVID-19.

*Including $3.6 million invested through a donor-advised fund program administered by AJWS.

INVESTING IN A MORE 

JUST WORLD
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AFRICA 

Democratic Republic  
of Congo

Kenya

Liberia

Senegal

Uganda

ASIA
Cambodia

India

Indonesia

Sri Lanka

Thailand

LATIN AMERICA &  
THE CARIBBEAN   
Dominican Republic

El Salvador

Guatemala

Haiti

Mexico

Nicaragua

148
grantees 129

grantees

201
 grantees

multi-region: 24 grantees

NOTE: Two countries have been omitted to protect the security of our staff and grantees 
working in regions of intense political upheaval.

In 2021, AJWS supported 502 grantees around the world...

In India, as a deadly second wave of COVID-19 swept 
the country, AJWS grantee Kashtakari Panchayat 
helped "waste pickers”—women who clean and sort 
garbage and recyclables—survive the pandemic. “We 
are cautious,” says their sign, “Corona has not yet gone.” 
Photo by Tanvee Salavi.
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CIVIL & POLITICAL RIGHTS  

159 grantees
• Building peace
• Promoting democracy
• Challenging authoritarian regimes
• Defending religious and ethnic 

minorities
• Empowering women leaders

LAND, WATER & CLIMATE JUSTICE

132 grantees
• Protecting Indigenous and  

rural lands
• Mitigating impacts of the climate crisis
• Stopping harmful development 

projects
• Reducing hunger and ensuring food 

security 

SEXUAL HEALTH & RIGHTS 

157 grantees
• Advancing gender equality 
• Ending gender-based violence 
• Stopping child and early marriage
• Empowering adolescent girls
• Defending LGBTQI+ rights
• Ensuring the safety and health of  

sex workers

DISASTER & HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE

54 grantees
• Recovering from tsunamis and 

earthquakes
• Rebuilding after storms, flooding  

and mudslides 
• Aiding communities displaced by 

drought, hunger and conflict

As COVID-19 continued to wreak havoc in 2021, AJWS supported nearly 200  
of our grantees to respond. They're working to slow the spread, defend human 

rights under fire, and lay the groundwork for a more sustainable future. 

Making an impact on four key issues:

502
Social change 
organizations

advancing
human rights

Activists petition a member of parliament to 
defend women’s land rights in Uganda. (See page 
18 for more.) Photo courtesy of NAPE.
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Every human being has the power to make change—and when we 
come together, our power multiplies exponentially. In 2021, in the 

face of the pandemic and a multitude of human rights challenges, the 
social movements AJWS supports persisted in their efforts to change 
how vulnerable groups are viewed and treated in their societies, bring 
public attention to issues of social justice and secure human rights for 
persecuted communities. 

  With your tremendous support this year, we invested in 
thousands of activists, strengthened the organizations they run and 
facilitated collaboration among them. Together, they are creating 
and participating in robust movements for social change that are 
moving the needle toward achieving a more equitable world for all. 

100% of our in-country staff and consultants 
work with the organizations we support 
to develop their strategies, leadership and 
financial security, and to create opportunities 
for networking and collaboration.  

90% of our grantees engage in 
advocacy to advance just laws and 
policies and promote human rights.

79% of our grantees are engaged in social 
movements—and 44% of our grantees 
are leaders of networks or coalitions 
supporting social movements.

100%

79%

90%

IT TAKES  
A MOVEMENT

On International Women’s Day, AJWS grantees join thousands of protesters on the 
streets of San Salvador with banners, flags and masks to speak out against widespread 
violence against women in the country. Photo by Alfredo Carías.
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When COVID-19 first emerged, devastating communities the world over and upending all of 

our lives, AJWS mobilized swiftly to help our grantees survive the crisis. With your unyielding 

support, they were able to tend to the urgent needs of their communities, disseminate life-

saving information about the virus, defend human rights under attack and prepare themselves 

to be more resilient for whatever lies ahead. 

Indeed, the pandemic has exacerbated many of the existing inequities that our grantees 

have been fighting for years—from the rise in dictators dismantling democratic institutions 

to widening wealth gaps between rich and poor; from a spike in early and forced marriage to 

threats and violence levied against human rights defenders.

And as COVID has spread in 2021—with virulent variants claiming lives and people on the margins 

left behind in the race to vaccinate—AJWS was there. With your help, the activists we support met 

each new crisis with courage, strengthening communities against this ongoing threat.

UNTIL WE ARE 

ALL HEALTHY
Responding to the Ongoing COVID-19 Crisis
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Kashtakari Panchayat supports 
women who work as waste-pickers—
sorting garbage and recyclables—in 

Pune, India. When the second wave hit, they 
provided thousands of women with urgently-
needed personal protective equipment and 
help accessing vaccines—to ensure that 
this vulnerable group can survive the crisis. 
Kavita Fasage (left) said: "I was scared of 
transmitting the virus to my family—but  
the gloves, masks and sanitizer I received 
reduced my anxiety. Someone called me a 
‘corona-warrior’ the other day. If that means  
I help the city fight the virus, then I am one!”

In the spring of 2021, when a highly 
contagious new variant of COVID-19 

tore through India, the country’s fragile 
healthcare system burst at the seams—
leaving millions of people to fend for 
themselves, searching without success  
for oxygen and hospital beds.  
  In the face of this profound humanitarian 
tragedy, the AJWS community stepped up. 
Thanks to an outpouring of generosity, we 
responded quickly to support over 80 local 
organizations and activists to meet the 
mounting needs of their communities— 
even as they themselves reeled from the 
virus’s impact on their families, friends  
and colleagues.  
 With your support, these organizations 
were able to deliver food to families 
suffering from COVID-19, orchestrate virtual 
consultations with doctors, provide mental 
health support—and so much more... Photos by Abhijeet Khandagale and Amogh Bhongale, 

respectively. 

FIGHTING A DEADLY 
SECOND WAVE  I N  I N D I A



Photo courtesy of Save Lamu.

This year, as the pandemic proliferated 
around the world and eventually took 
hold in Kenya, residents of Lamu, a remote 
island in northern Kenya, were skeptical 
that the threat was real. Save Lamu, an 
environmental organization supported 
by AJWS, realized they had a role to play 
in spreading the truth. They recruited the 
island’s “town crier,” Shee Kibwana Shee, 
to circle public areas with his megaphone 
and educate communities about COVID-19. 
By using this age-old local form of 
communication and distributing protective 
equipment, they were able to dramatically 
slow transmission of the disease. “I’m 
so proud that the message I spread has 
reached people here in Lamu,” says Shee. “I 
feel like I have saved so many.”

SPREADING THE WORD IN KENYA

Abhivyakti, an organization that works with 
marginalized girls and young women, uses 
their social media platforms to disseminate 

accurate information about COVID-19, spread 
awareness about vaccines and support women and 
girls to coordinate relief work in their villages. 

These photos show the girls and 
women of Abhivyakti shooting video 
for social media, reading in their 
village library, and sharing their 
research on the impact of COVID 
on girls in their community. Photos 
courtesy of Abhivyakti.

7
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In addition to fighting for vaccine equity, OBMICA 
has also worked to address another major roadblock: 

Dominicans of Haitian descent are wary of taking the 
vaccine because the Dominican government has been 

hostile to them and their best interests for generations. 
OBMICA is getting their community on board by 

distributing t-shirts and masks, running social media 
campaigns and even releasing a jingle, all with the 

message: “Beating COVID-19—A Fight That  
Includes All of Us.” Photos courtesy of OBMICA.

All around the world, the COVID-19 
pandemic has fueled flare-ups of bigotry 

and magnified racism and deeply rooted social 
and economic inequities—making it even 
harder for people already facing discrimination 
in their communities to survive the crisis.  
 This is especially true in the Dominican 
Republic, where Dominicans of Haitian 
descent have faced discrimination based on 
their origin and skin color for decades, and 
were stripped of their citizenship in 2013. 
They were dealt a double blow this winter, 
when the Dominican federal government 
announced that only Dominican citizens and 
documented migrants would be given access 
to COVID-19 vaccines.  
 But AJWS grantee OBMICA would 
not let this stand. OBMICA met with local 
public health officials—who run vaccination 
campaigns with little oversight from 

GUARANTEEING 
VACCINE ACCESS 

FOR ALL 
IN THE DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC

mobile vaccination centers to reach 
remote communities across the island. 
And OBMICA was asked to join forces with 
UNICEF to implement the COVAX vaccine 
initiative for difficult-to-reach populations—
all with approval from the Dominican 
government. Through their leadership, 
OBMICA is ensuring that the right to health 
is safeguarded for all people. 

the Dominican federal government—to 
persuade them to vaccinate all people 
equitably, regardless of citizenship status. 
And they partnered with hundreds of 
other organizations to demand free and 
equal access to the vaccine—launching a 
movement for vaccine rights. In January, they 
delivered a joint statement with over 400 
signatories to the Dominican government, 
stating: “The right to health must be 
guaranteed on the basis of the principle of 
equality, and not discrimination.”      
 In June, OBMICA’s work paid off: After 
a meeting with officials from seven different 
government agencies, Vice President Raquel 
Peña de Antuña’s administration committed 
to supporting universal access to vaccines. 
Government officials agreed to assemble 
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During Liberia’s harrowing Ebola 
epidemic in 2014, community-led 

organizations trusted by the people were 
instrumental in defeating that devastating 
virus. And so when COVID-19 hit, local 
organizations were better prepared to 
step up again. Not surprisingly, when the 
country’s government denied grassroots 
groups participation in the official 
COVID-19 response, they refused to sit on 
the sidelines. AJWS grantee Foundation 
for Community Initiatives (FCI) launched 
media campaigns to raise awareness about 
prevention, and they distributed protective 
materials in vulnerable communities. 
Inspired by FCI’s initiative, a movement of 
grassroots groups began to sprout across 
Liberia, with communities working at the 
local level to protect their friends and 
loved ones. 

APPLYING 
LE SSONS FROM 
EBOLA TO THE 
COVID CRISIS 

IN L IBERIA
The right to 
health must 

be guaranteed 
on the basis of 
the principle of 

equality, and not 
discrimination.

“

JOINT STATEMENT 
FROM OBMICA AND 

ITS ALLIES
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UNTIL OUR VOICES 

ARE HEARD
Speaking Out for Democracy and Justice

As the COVID-19 pandemic grew, another sort of pandemic was lurking  

and spreading around the world this year: the rise of unchecked 

authoritarianism. Bolstered by rising chaos and instability, despotic leaders 

and totalitarian regimes decimated democratic institutions, from the collapse 

of democracy in Haiti to power plays by leaders around the world. But  

AJWS’s grantees refused to accept this assault. At great personal risk, they 

built movements calling for an end to corruption and violence, advocating  

for freedom of expression and demanding democratic and fair elections.  
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Haiti is in crisis. This year, the country 
was struck by a series of seismic 

disasters—the collapse of its government, 
the assassination of its former president, and 
the second catastrophic earthquake to rip 
through Haiti’s bedrock in just over a decade. 
The fallout has been enormous, and AJWS’s 
grantees are on the frontlines of an ongoing 
struggle to restore democracy, achieve 
justice and rebuild their nation.
 Haiti’s recent political turmoil long  
pre-dated the assassination of Jovenel  
Moïse in July of 2021. During his turbulent 
rule and that of his predecessor in his 
political party, Moïse dismantled democratic 
institutions, dismissed supreme court 
justices and refused to step down when 
his term ended. He also empowered armed 
gangs to roam the country with impunity, 
causing kidnappings and assassinations to 
skyrocket, and allowing terror and insecurity 
to rock the country unchecked. 

DEFENDING A NATION SHAKEN BY 
AUTHORITARIANISM AND DISASTERS 

IN HAITI

 In this period alone, the National 
Network for the Defense of Human 
Rights (RNDDH)—an AJWS grantee and 
Haiti’s leading human rights monitoring 
institution—has documented 11 instances 
of politically motivated gang massacres in 
poor communities that resulted in hundreds 
of deaths, disappearances and rapes. And as 
RNDDH documented, these gangs operated 
with Moïse’s “blessing—if not his full support.” 
 Pierre Esperance, executive director 
of RNDDH, reports: “Despite this series of 
abuses, no one has been brought to justice.”  
But AJWS’s grantees are determined to 

Top to bottom: 1. Throngs of protestors in 
March demand that Jovenel Moïse step 

down. 2. Haitians take to the streets after 
the assassination. 3. Destruction from the 
earthquake. Photos by Dieu-Nalio Chery,  
Valérie Baeriswyl, and courtesy of AJWS  

grantee Obsèvatwa pou Egalite. 
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Haitians have had 
enough of living 
in a climate of 
violence, which 

has touched us all.

ROSY AUGUSTE DUCENA,  
National Network  

for the Defense  
of Human Rights

“

Crowds fill Port-au-Prince after Jovenel Moïse’s assassination in early July. Photo by Valérie Baeriswyl. 

change that. Even under the threat  
of violence, scores of activists bravely  
took to the streets to protest Moïse’s  
unchecked corruption—and have persisted  
in their demands since his death. To 
move their country forward, they want a 
democratic process, led by a civil society 
commission, to choose a transitional 
government that can re-generate trust in 
state institutions, create stability during 
this transition and prepare for elections. 

Ultimately, they want leaders who will 
respect democracy and address the massive 
inequality and violence in their country. 

On August 14th, Haitians were dealt 
another devastating blow: A 7.2 
magnitude earthquake struck the 

south, destroying entire neighborhoods and 
killing more than 2,200 people. Just two days 
later, Haiti was hit by Tropical Storm Grace, 
which inundated the country with torrential 
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Human rights advocates in Guatemala—from 
community leaders pushing for Indigenous 

Peoples’ rights to independent judges upholding 
the rule of law—have long been threatened and 
even murdered for their work. And for years, 
organizations like AJWS grantee UDEFEGUA 
have worked to protect these activists, 
document abuses against them and safeguard 
the fragile democracy in their country.  
 In June, UDEFEGUA was invited to meet 
with Vice President Kamala Harris when she 
visited Guatemala to address the underlying 
crises in the country. In a powerful statement, 
they made clear to her that silencing human 
rights defenders undermines democracy and 
prevents a free and just society from flourishing. 
UDEFEGUA urged the Biden administration to 
change its diplomatic approach in the country, 
which has long been anchored by political 
relationships with powerful players.  
 “If the United States wishes to prioritize 
good governance and anti-corruption efforts 
in Guatemala,” they stated, “it is crucial that 
they collaborate closely with the people, 
organizations and communities that are 
committed to promoting human rights.”  

PROTECTING HUMAN 
RIGHTS DEFENDERS  

IN GUATEMALA

On Capitol Hill and in the 
media, AJWS has advocated for 
the U.S. government to follow 

the guidance of Haitian pro-democracy 
activists—bringing AJWS partners from 
RNDDH and Nou Pap Dòmi to testify at a 
hearing in front of the U.S. House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. And while the U.S. has 
called for elections in Haiti to take place 
this year, our Advocacy team has urged the 
Biden administration to listen to Haitian 
activists—who have made it clear that 
elections must take place next year, only 
after a transitional government restores 
the infrastructure, security and faith to 
make them fair and free.   

rain and flooding, compounding the 
devastation and impeding search and 
rescue efforts. An earthquake of this 
magnitude would have caused terrible 
damage to any nation, but in a country 
with limited government to respond, it 
was nothing short of catastrophic. 
 In this void of leadership, AJWS 
grantees and other local organizations 
have been a vital lifeline to communities. 
They launched critical relief campaigns 
to aid families near the epicenter, all 
while continuing to lead crucial work to 
resuscitate Haiti’s democracy and pull  
the country out of this current crisis. 

RNDDH’s leaders Rosy Auguste Ducena (Head of Programs) and Pierre Esperance (Executive Director). 
Photo by Valérie Baeriswyl. 



Photos clockwise from top: 1. AJWS grantee Caravana Internacional participates in a search for the
"disappeared" in Guanajuato, at a site where they suspect they will find remains. 2. Edith Hernández Torres 
looked for years for her brother Israel, who disappeared in 2012. With help from the collective Regresando 
a Casa Morelos, his remains were finally found in the mass grave of Tetelcingo. 3. Bereaved families hold 
signs with photos of their lost loved ones at a demonstration in Sinaloa by Sabuesos Guerreras. Photos 
courtesy of Caravana Internacional, Regresando a Casa Morelos and by Regina López, respectively.

S E A R C H I N G  F O R  T H E  D I SA P P E A R E D  I N  M E X I CO

Over the last 15 years, more than 80,000 people in Mexico have been officially 
recognized as “disappeared”—abducted and likely murdered—as an increased 
wave of violence continues to flow from the so-called “war on drugs.” Due to 
the Mexican government’s historic failure to recover and identify the bodies of 
the disappeared, bereaved families have taken matters into their own hands—
forming organizations like AJWS grantees Regresando a Casa Morelos, Caravana 
Internacional and Sabuesos Guerreras—to search for their loved ones. Even in 
the midst of COVID-19, these brave groups are continuing their quests to find the 
missing and help families achieve closure with dignity and support. 
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In 2021, the climate crisis accelerated at a dizzying pace. Powerful hurricanes, 

monsoons, droughts and heatwaves fueled food and electricity shortages, 

destroyed homes and ecosystems, threatened access to clean water and 

endangered millions of lives and livelihoods. And with the pandemic still raging 

and no safety nets to rely on, vulnerable communities continued to suffer the 

worst effects of climate change. Yet around the world, AJWS’s grantees fought 

to mitigate these compounding crises by protecting endangered land and 

water and ensuring that they are shared equitably. Together, they are leading 

movements to pursue climate justice with courage and resolve.

UNTIL WE CAN 

LIVE SUSTAINABLY
Protecting Our Planet in a Changing Climate

15
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When COVID-19 first reached El Salvador, 
the government’s response was to 

mount a handwashing campaign—a cruel 
suggestion for the 1.1 million Salvadorans who 
lack access to clean water in the first place.  
 But for the past five years, AJWS has 
supported a growing movement to ensure that 
all Salvadorans have access to clean water.  
 This movement is waging a courageous 
battle to protect El Salvador’s dwindling water 
supply and ensure that everyone has a fair 
share. In 2017, they secured a landmark ban 
against metal mining that was poisoning the 
country’s groundwater. And the following year, 
several AJWS grantees launched the National 
Alliance Against the Privatization of Water, 
a coalition to bring clean water to all. Since 
then, their ranks have grown even stronger. 
 On March 22, six AJWS grantees played a 
leading role in organizing a national march to 
celebrate World Water Day—and over 6,000 
people hit the streets of San Salvador to show 

DEFENDING THE  

RIGHT TO WATER  

IN EL SALVADOR

their support. The protestors demanded that El 
Salvador’s government pass the General Water 
Law—which would protect water as a common 
public good—before congress changed hands 
to the far-right loyalists of President Nayib 
Bukele, a populist who has used the armed 
forces to intimidate legislators.  

 Though they were met with heavily 
armed police and barbed wire barricades, the 
protesters were undeterred. The march was 
the latest action of this swelling movement 
to recognize water as a basic human right—a 
wave that will not stop until water is equitably 
shared among all Salvadorans. 

Salvadoran activists from Unidad Ecológica Salvadoreña (UNES) march to defend their country’s 
natural resources. Photo by Alfredo Carías.
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To celebrate World Water Day, AJWS grantees marched 
together to protect the right to water for all Salvadorans. 
Featured here are Unidad Ecológica Salvadoreña, Indigenous 
Unification Movement of Nahuizalco, Mesa Nacional Frente 
a la Minería Metálica de El Salvador, Fundación de Estudios 
para la Aplicación del Derecho, Foro del Agua and Asociación 
Comunitaria Unida por el Agua y la Agricultura. Photos by 
Alfredo Carías.

Agua es vida

El agua es derecho

No a la 
privatización

Water is life

Water is a right

Say no to 
privatization



This year, the Fessibu community of 
northern Liberia became the first 

Indigenous group in the country to obtain 
legal ownership of the land that they have 
farmed for more than 400 years. As this 
community worked to secure the deed 
to their land, AJWS grantee Sustainable 
Development Institute (SDI) stood by 
them every step of the way—supporting 
them to achieve this monumental victory. 
Their triumph was made possible by 
SDI’s years of advocacy, which led to 
the passage of the 2018 Land Rights 

SECURING INDIGENOUS  
LAND RIGHT S  IN L IBERIA

Act—a historic law acknowledging the 
right of Indigenous communities to own 
their ancestral lands. The act was finally 
implemented successfully this year.  

ABOVE: Members of the Fessibu community mark the borders of their territory, and gather with the SDI 
team after a meeting on women’s land rights. Photos courtesy of SDI.

P ROT E C T I N G  L A N D  F RO M 
E X P LO I TAT I O N  I N  U G A N DA

In Uganda, oil companies have been permitted 
by the government to conduct exploratory 
drilling without the consent of the people who 
own the lands. But women—who represent 
the majority of agricultural workers in Uganda 
and suffer the most from the oil industry’s 
damage—are fighting back, protesting the 
destruction that oil extraction wreaks on their 
soil, water and communities. Leading the 
charge is AJWS grantee National Association 
of Professional Environmentalists (NAPE), 
a key player in the movement to strengthen 
the political and economic power of women 
to protect the country’s ecosystems. NAPE 
has helped to launch a network of more than 
5,000 women across Uganda—and despite the 
challenges posed by COVID-19, this movement 
has continued to grow as women join together 
to demand justice. 

Ugandan women mobilize a bike caravan to defend their 
rights to their ancestral land. Photo courtesy of NAPE.
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As COVID-19 continued to escalate this year, so did devastating spikes in 

abuses against women, girls and LGBTQI+ people around the world. Domestic 

violence continued to rise, millions of girls and women were forced out of 

schools and the work force, and financial strain rolled back hard-won progress 

in reducing early and forced marriage. Despite these setbacks, the activists 

AJWS supports grew movements that made clear: Everyone deserves the right 

to choose their own future, to have agency over their body, and to live with 

safety, dignity and health.

UNTIL WE CAN ALL DETERMINE  
OUR OWN FUTURES

Women, Girls and LGBTQI+ People Demand Agency
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For women and girls in Hyderabad, India, 
riding a bike is a powerful symbol of freedom 

and agency. Photos courtesy of Shaheen.

The COVID-19 pandemic has plunged tens 
of millions of Indian families into crushing 

poverty. The crisis has also delivered a major 
blow to the movement to end child, early and 
forced marriage in the country: After years 
of major advances toward achieving greater 
agency for women and girls, many families 
are, once more, arranging early marriages to 
lessen economic hardship. 
 Facing these rising challenges head 
on amidst the pandemic, courageous 
AJWS grantees like Shaheen Women's 
Resource and Welfare Association are 
finding innovative ways to embolden 
women and girls to take charge of the 
decisions that affect their lives and expand 
their communities’ perceptions of what 
girls and women are capable of achieving. 
This spring, for International Women’s 

Day, Shaheen organized a bicycle rally to 
empower dozens of women and girls to make 
a bold statement: Girls deserve freedom of 
movement and independence. 
 And Shaheen is not alone. They are 
pursuing agency for women and girls 
alongside hundreds of other activist 
organizations—76 of them supported by 
AJWS—as part of India’s movement for 
gender equality.

We want to increase 
girls’ mobility. We 

want the girls to be 
confident enough 
to proceed in their 

lives independently.

MOBILIZING FOR  
GENDER EQUALITY 

IN INDIA 
“

JAMEELA NISHAT,
Shaheen Women's Resource 

and Welfare Association
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In Kenya, AJWS is supporting a growing social 
movement to fight discriminatory laws, 

curb violence and change cultural stigmas 
against LGBTQI+ people. In February, after 
three years of working with a coalition of 
grassroots organizations to make change in 
their communities, AJWS and our grantee 
Public Health Innovations (PHI) published 
the results of a multi-year research project 

USING DATA TO CHANGE HEARTS AND 
MINDS FOR LGBTQI+ RIGHTS 

IN KENYA

that investigated mainstream attitudes 
toward LGBTQI+ people in Kenya. This 
research, which AJWS grantee National Gay 
and Lesbian Human Rights Commission 
(NGLHRC) is disseminating to the movement 
at large, is helping to develop a collective 
vision and a roadmap to change the norms 
in Kenyan society and cultures that fuel 
homophobia, transphobia and oppression. 

Members of the NGLHRC team (left) and a PHI meeting in progress. Photos courtesy of NGLHRC and PHI.
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FLORENCE AKWEDE

Florence Akwede has not let her speech and hearing 
impairments stop her. With the help of her five children, 
she has developed creative ways of communicating so 
that they can serve as her interpreters in the community. 

Irene Odwar Laker chose to be photographed with 
artwork that represents her life experiences—she knits, 
runs a small shop and braids hair to support her  
two children. 

Nancy Ayaa is a passionate knitter, and her skill is 
displayed for all to see in her vibrant portrait.  

Joyce Auma, a mother of two, has a degree in business 
administration—but because of her disability, she’s 
faced discrimination in hiring. “There are no accessibility 
services for people with disabilities,” Joyce shares.  

Flavia Lanyero is studying banking, and at just 21 years 
old, she is optimistic about her prospects for a good 
job once she graduates. “I am a very hardworking and 
unique lady,” she says. “The photoshoot made me realize 
how important I am.”

In Gulu, Uganda, women living with 
disabilities were used to being seen as 

victims. Whether they had lived with these 
disabilities from birth or had survived war and 
violence, in the eyes of their neighbors and 
the Ugandan media, their disabilities defined 
them—and often prevented their communities 
from seeing them as they see themselves.
 But last year, with support from AJWS 
and our partner, the Magnum Foundation, 
Ugandan photojournalist Esther Ruth Mbabazi 
traveled to Gulu to photograph members of 
AJWS grantee Gulu Union for Women with 
Disabilities (GUWODU) and help change this 
pervasive narrative. Through her photographs, 
Esther sought to portray the women not as 
victims, but as they want to be seen: people 
with agency, dignity and full lives. 
 Esther invited these women to co-direct 
the shoot with her—and determine how they 
would appear. She photographed them in 
clothing that they themselves helped design, 
with artwork that they created, and against 
traditional print backdrops called kitenge 
that represent their cultures. Through this 
collaboration, the women were able to project 

WOMEN AS THEY WANT TO  
BE SEEN: PORTRAITS OF DIGNITY 

IN UGANDA

their vision of themselves—resulting in proud, 
radiant portraits. Esther explained, “I want 
someone to first see the woman, before they 
see her disability.” 
 The remarkable women of GUWODU 
reached a global audience when Esther’s 
portraits appeared in Vogue in June. 

 IRENE ODWAR LAKER
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This is me in 

full. I like for 

people to see 

me as a whole.

FLAVIA LANYERO

NANCY AYAA

JOYCE AUMA  FLAVIA LANYERO

“
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In 2021, after four years of fighting 
the Trump administration’s 
attacks on sexual and reproduc-

tive health and rights, AJWS and a coalition 
of partner organizations called on the 
incoming Biden administration to reverse 
course. In response, as one of his first acts 
in office, President Biden rescinded the 
draconian global gag rule, a policy put in 
place by every Republican president since 
Reagan, that blocks U.S. global health 
assistance to organizations that provide 
counseling, information and referrals for 
abortion services. 
 But the temporary rescinding of 
this rule is not enough. To secure its 
permanent repeal, AJWS’s team on Capitol 
Hill is garnering vigorous, record-breaking 
support for the Global HER Act, legislation 
that would end the global gag rule once 
and for all. 

ENSURING  
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 

FOR ALL

Photo courtesy of BHESP.

 In addition, AJWS is setting its sights 
on permanently repealing the Helms 
Amendment, another harmful policy 
that prevents foreign assistance from 
funding safe, legal abortion services 
overseas. In March, when a group of U.S. 
Representatives reintroduced the Abortion 
Is Health Care Everywhere Act—legislation 
that would do away with the Helms 
Amendment—AJWS’s advocacy team played 
a major role in ensuring that the bill was 
inclusive of transgender and non-binary 
individuals, who often face stigma in 
accessing healthcare.   
 The team also worked to garner 
support—and so far, over 160 members of 
Congress have backed this key legislation. 

S A F E G UA R D I N G  T H E  S A F E T Y  O F 
S E X  W O R K E R S  I N  K E N YA 

For years, AJWS grantee Bar Hostess 
Empowerment and Support Programme 
(BHESP) has ensured that sex workers in 
Kenya have access to healthcare by running 
drop-in clinics and providing education and 
safe-sex materials in bars where sex workers 
work and meet. When the pandemic struck, 
the bars closed their doors and the clinics 
could not risk overcrowding—so BHESP 
had to find another way to support local 
sex workers. They created a mobile phone 
delivery app to distribute condoms, face 
masks, food, and medicine to prevent HIV to 
sex workers at their homes—keeping them 
safe and healthy during COVID-19.
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When I invest in AJWS, I’m 
funding changemakers who 
are transforming their own 

futures. From young women 
in India choosing their 

own paths, to community 
leaders in Haiti striving 
to rebuild their country 

after devastating natural 
disasters, it’s their courage 

and perseverance that makes 
all the difference.

FELICIA HOROWITZ,  
Founder, Horowitz Family 

Foundation, and AJWS Supporter

“

Felicia Horowitz hugs activist Rosario Asencio on a visit to the Dominican Republic with AJWS in 
2019. Rosario is a leader of Junta de Mujeres Mamá Tingó, which is cultivating a new generation of 
young female leaders to take action against gender-based violence and early and forced marriage in 
their country. Photo by Christopher Dilts. 
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In our effort to ensure that every person of every background can live with health, safety, 

dignity and freedom, our AJWS community is transforming millions of lives together. 

Your generosity has lived up to our ancient mandate of “tzedek, tzedek tirdof”—justice, 

justice you shall pursue. You’ve enabled 502 grantees in 18 countries to work toward 

more just and equitable futures. 

They—and we—can’t thank you enough.

Until all people can live with freedom, we will continue to fight for the rights of 

marginalized communities around the globe and fulfill our duty as Jews and global 

citizens to repair the brokenness in our world. 

OUR AJWS 

COMMUNITY 
Pursuing Justice Together, Until We Are All Free
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200,000 SUPPORTERS JEWISH LEADERS FOR JUSTICE

* Made a donation or took 
action between 2019-2021

social media 
followers

120,000 

activists
10,000*

e-mail 
subscribers

80,000 

donors of 
all ages

37,000*

By supporting AJWS, I’m putting my Jewish values into action, transforming  
the principles of our tradition into a practice of activism to build a better world.  

Dollar for dollar, AJWS does an almost unimaginable amount of good.

ELLIOTT LEVY, AJWS supporter

“

participants in the  
global justice chavurah
AJWS’s learning and action circle 
for rabbis and cantors advocating 
for justice and human rights.

1,700
jewish clergy in  
our action network 
across the u.s.

100+
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American Jewish World Service, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position as of April 30, 2021 
(with summarized comparative financial information as of April 30, 2020)

ASSETS 2021 2020
Cash and cash equivalents  $15,395,727    $10,837,309   
Contributions receivable, net  27,656,553    17,250,703   
Investments  33,395,341    24,058,381   
Prepaid expenses and other assets  879,941    826,791   
Property and equipment, net  1,236,508    1,443,801   
Total assets  $78,564,070    $54,416,985   

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $815,514    $1,062,138   
Grants payable  4,407,808    2,428,537   
Loan payable  2,132,540    2,132,540  
Deferred rent  1,044,730    971,509   
Unearned revenue  6,950    88,227   
Charitable gift annuity obligations  377,338    361,468   

Total liabilities  8,784,880    7,044,419   

Net assets:
Without donor restrictions:

Undesignated  13,962,098    9,163,314   
Designated for donor-advised fund  1,706,374    1,781,803   
Board-designated for reserve fund  19,616,146    14,645,105   
Board-designated for working capital fund  4,522,449    4,022,449   

Total without donor restrictions  39,807,067    29,612,671   
With donor restrictions  29,972,123    17,759,895   
Total net assets  69,779,190    47,372,566   

Total liabilities and net assets  $78,564,070    $54,416,985   
  
AJWS’s total assets vary year-to-year due to the timing of the receipt and usage of commitments and payments for multi-year grants.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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American Jewish World Service, Inc.
Statement of Activities for the year ended April 30, 2021 
(with summarized comparative information for the year ended April 30, 2020)

2021 2020

WITHOUT DONOR 
RESTRICTIONS

WITH DONOR 
 RESTRICTIONS

TOTAL TOTAL

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Contributions:

Individuals  $15,230,485    $6,035,111    $21,265,596    $19,701,169   
Donor-advised fund  3,600,000    -    3,600,000    3,240,000   
Bequests  411,822    -    411,822    662,764   
Foundations and corporations  846,146    36,344,179    37,190,325    19,815,121   
Government agencies  411,771    -    411,771    585,474   
Donated services and goods  631,995    -    631,995    558,018   

Investment income, net of expenses of $172,108 in 2021 and $65,113 in 2020  5,438,162    27,747    5,465,909    60,531   
Study tour fees and miscellaneous revenue  103,243    -    103,243    410,780   
Net assets released from restrictions:
    Satisfaction of purpose restrictions  24,613,041    (24,613,041)   -    -   
    Satisfaction of time restrictions  5,581,768    (5,581,768)   -    -   
Total revenues and support  56,868,433    12,212,228    69,080,661    45,033,857   

EXPENSES
Program services:

Programs  32,744,168    -    32,744,168    27,771,197   
Communications  3,298,845    -    3,298,845    3,591,083   
Strategic learning, research and evaluation  1,100,787    -    1,100,787    2,361,018   

Total program services expenses  37,143,800    -    37,143,800    33,723,298   

Supporting services:
Management and general  2,850,717    -    2,850,717    2,949,978   
Fundraising  6,679,520    -    6,679,520    6,317,407   

Total supporting services expenses  9,530,237    -    9,530,237    9,267,385   
Total expenses  46,674,037    -    46,674,037    42,990,683   

Change in net assets  10,194,396    12,212,228    22,406,624    2,043,174   
Beginning net assets  29,612,671    17,759,895    47,372,566    45,329,392   
Ending net assets  $39,807,067    $29,972,123    $69,779,190    $47,372,566   

 AJWS’s revenue and expenses fluctuate year-to-year based on variations in multi-year gifts and the donor-advised fund program.   
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INVESTOR’S CIRCLE
$1 million and above

The 11th Hour Project,  
Schmidt Family Foundation

David Cohen / The Ezrah  
Charitable Trust

Dobkin Family Foundation

Joseph E. Edelman and  
Susan Lebovitz-Edelman,  
The Edelman Family  
Foundation

The Kendeda Fund

Posner Foundation of  
Pittsburgh

Charles and Lynn Schusterman  
Family Philanthropies

Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation

Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

CHAIR’S CIRCLE
$500,000-999,000

Foundation for a Just Society

The Horowitz Family Foundation

The JIB Fund at National  
Philanthropic Trust

The Crimson Lion / Lavine Family 
Foundation

The Klarman Family Foundation

Lopatin Family Foundation

Bill Resnick and Michael J. Stubbs

Anonymous (2)

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
$250,000-499,999
Jeannie Blaustein and Peter Bokor

Crown Family Philanthropies

Fondasyon Konesans Ak Libete (FOKAL)

Ford Foundation

Frieze Family Foundation

The Gottesman Fund

Sally Gottesman

The Mendelsohn Family Fund

The Micah Foundation

Open Society Foundations

Wright/Mandel Charitable Trust

Anonymous (2)

GLOBAL VISIONARIES
$100,000-249,999

Marion and Stanley Bergman  
and Family

Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation

Linda and Joshua Blum

Tracey and Michael Delfiner

Digicel Foundation Haiti

Ken and Tamar Frieze

Jocelyn Goldfein and Bryan Johnson

GT Foundation

Marcy and Bob Haber

Ruth and Stephen Hendel

Cathy and Jim Koshland

Elliott Levy and Nina Belfor

Lippman Kanfer Foundation  
for Living Torah

Mann Family Foundation

Sonia T. Marschak

Rabbi Suzanne Offit and Andy Offit

Open Society Policy Center

Pears Foundation

Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum

Nathalie Rubens and Saul Goodman

Amy and Eric Sahn

The following pages acknowledge our generous donors who have contributed 
to AJWS during our 2021 fiscal year (May 1, 2020–April 30, 2021).

OUR SUPPORTERS
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Liz and Gaurav Seth

Swaha Foundation (Julie Goldstein)

Winograd-Hutner Family

Anonymous (5)

GLOBAL DEFENDERS
$50,000-99,999

Patrice K. Aaron Family Foundation

Bradley Abelow and Carolyn Murray

Edith and Philip Altbach

Drs. Michelle Berlin-Lowe and  
Robert A. Lowe

Cole-Crone Family Foundation

Crankstart

Dorot Foundation

Debra Zarlin Edelman and  
Scott A. Edelman 

Barbara and Joseph Ellis

Eileen and Richard Epstein

Epstein Teicher Philanthropies

Flora Family Foundation

Goodman-Lipman Family Foundation

Diane and Marc Greenwald

Marlene and Samuel Halperin  
Family Foundation

Heller Foundation

Morton and Merle Kane

Pam Klem and Tom Dubin

Leslie Family Foundation

Debra and Mark Leslie

Sharon and Seth Leslie

Kathleen and Richard Levin

Jimena P. Martinez and Michael  
J. Hirschhorn 

Carol Yanowitz Miller and Bruce Miller

Jill Minneman and Thomas Fulcher

The Overbrook Foundation

Rita and Herbert Rosen Family 
Foundation, recommended by  
Judy and Krijn de Jonge and Michele 
and Stanley Rosen 

Rothman Family Foundation

The Sager Family

Sager Family Charitable Fund

Suzanne Schecter and Todd Ruback

Marilyn and James Simons  
Charitable Fund

Judy and Jack Stern

Barbara and Scott Waxman

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation

Anonymous (4)

GLOBAL CHAMPIONS
$25,000–49,999

AJG Foundation

B & D Foundation

The Barrington Foundation, Inc.

Debbie and William Becker

Bloom/Silma Family Fund

Dr. Bronner's Family Foundation

Marc David Foundation

James Dubey

Episcopal Relief & Development

Falik Philanthropic Fund

Victoria and Ben Feder

The Fine and Greenwald Foundation

Debra Fine and Martin Schneider

David and Dana Fish / Fish Potter 
Bolanos, PC - Employment Lawyers 

Jacob Friedman Charitable Fund

Marty Friedman

Global Impact

John and Marcia Goldman Foundation

Lynda M. Goldstein Family Foundation

Mark Heiman Family Foundation

Hellman Foundation Fund

Anne H. Hess and Craig Kaplan

Dvora Joseph Davey

Marcella Kanfer Rolnick and  
Josh Rolnick

Key Foundation

Phlyssa Koshland

Landau Family Foundation

Mr. Alexander Laskey and  
Mrs. Rachel Farbiarz

The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund

Levine Family Foundation

Stacy Mandel and Keith Palagye

Michele and John McNellis

The Morningstar Foundation

Hanna and Jeffrey Moskin Family Fund 
at the New York Community Trust

John Pritzker Family Fund

Alison and Arnold Richman

Sandra and William Rosenfeld

Samueli Foundation

James Schwartz

Robert Sillins Family Foundation

Barbara and Ronald Stack

Lois and Arthur Stainman

Marjorie and L. Brian Tommer

Diane and Howard Zack

Anonymous (13)

GLOBAL INNOVATORS
$10,000–24,999

Emily Aber and Robert Wechsler

Eleanor and Frederick Alexander

Amgen Foundation

The Arnow Family Fund, recommended 
by Elyse Arnow Brill and Eli Arnow 
and Avalon Bunge

Ruth Arnow

Lucy and Peter Ascoli

Diane Asseo Griliches

Lisa and David Auerbach
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Robert Bank and Alan Cohen

Jane and George Bean

Charlotte Behrendt and  
Bernard M. Plum

Liz and Barry Bennett

Nicole and David Berger

Berkowitz Family Foundation

Dr. Bernard Bierman

Nancy and Joseph Blum and Family

Savta Sally Tzedakah Donor Advised 
Fund at The Progressive Jewish Fund, 
Sally W. Bock

Harold and Stephanie Bronson

Lisa M. Cohen, M.D.

Jennifer Cole

Ruth S. Coleman Charitable Fund

Nancy and Bruce Cooper

Judy and Krijn de Jonge

Robert and Cathy Dern Donor  
Advised Fund

Dilma and Arthur Dover

Shelby Drescher

Milton H. Dresner Foundation

Lori Oleinick Dube and Monte Dube

Gail Eiselman, In loving memory  
of Gerry Eiselman

Lisa and Mitchell Eisen

Christopher L. Eisgruber and  
Lori A. Martin

The Moses Feldman Family Foundation

The Fife Cragin Charitable Trust

Maria Fisher

Mitchell Fisher, Trustee, Applebaum 
Charitable Trust

Renée B. Fisher Foundation

The A. M. & Ruth Z. Fleishman 
Foundation

Stephanie Fowler and Irving Levin 

Morris F. Friedell

Susan Friedlander

Friedman Heiman Family

Rabbi Elyse Frishman and  
Rabbi Daniel Freelander

Dr. Frances Ginsberg

Albert B. Glickman Family Foundation

Goldman Sachs Gives

Julie Goldman Rosner and  
Robert Rosner

Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund

The Goodfriend Family

Leonard C. Goodman

Google Matching Gift Program

Jane Gottesman and Geoffrey Biddle

Gregory Gottlieb

Harry Gould

Marilyn and Mike Grossman 
Foundation

Rabbis Rachel Hertzman and  
Rex Perlmeter

Harri Hoffmann Family Foundation

The Victor* and Lorraine* Honig Fund

International Development  
Research Centre

The Aline and Leo Jacobsohn 
Foundation

Anna Jenefsky and Wynn Segall

Ellen and Eric* Joss

Emily Kaiser and Gene Bulmash

Deborah Kanter and David Bartis

Karma Foundation

Pamela Katz and Louis Perwien

Kay Family Foundation

Joan and Robert Klivans

Jeannette and H. Peter Kriendler 
Charitable Trust

Labkon Charitable Fund

Wendy Landman and Joel Weissman

Jeffrey M. Lang / Ramona G. Svendgard 
Family Fund, Portland, OR

Laura Heller Lauder and Gary Lauder

Mindy Lauerlevin and Edward Levin

Francine Lavin Weaver

Alice Lawrence Foundation 

Fay and Daniel Levin

Lesbian Equity Fund, Kathy Levinson  
& Naomi Fine

Jill and David Lindenbaum

Linda Lipsett and Jules Bernstein

Susan Lowenberg and Joyce Newstat

Helen Sloss Luey and Leon J. Luey

Nancy and Thomas Lurie

M&T Fantastic Family Foundation

Melanie Marcus and  
Christopher Leonard

Ruth W. Messinger and  
Andrew Lachman

Lois and Jay Miller

Mills Family Foundation

Linda Mirels and The Kirsh Foundation

The Mishan Family

Gale Mondry and Bruce Cohen

Joanne Moore

Carol Navsky and Howard Branz

Dr. Ilana Nossel and Jordan Kolar

Oreg Foundation

Susan and Raphael Orenstein 

Alyssa and Shane Owara

Ellen Paradise Fisher

Nancy and Michael Pfeiffer 

Sheila Poeppel-Trudo and John Trudo

Frances R. Posel

Gene and Ruth Posner Foundation

Rebecca Powlan and Stephen Cassidy

Lisa Stone Pritzker Family Foundation

Senator Kevin and Rabbi Amy Rader

Aaron Rashti Family Foundation

Kathy Reich and Ken Meyer

*Of blessed memory
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Nancy Reichman and  
Charles Gwirtsman

Paula and Daniel Reingold

Renaissance Foundation

Ann Rosenberg and Lorenzo Kampel

Margery Rosenberg

D. Roskin

Samuels Family Foundation

Lela and Gerry Sarnat

Laura L. Scheuer

Stan and Kay Schlozman

Jolie Schwab and David Hodes

Sally Scott and Jimmy Potash

Stephen and Peg Senturia

Murray G. and Beatrice H. Sherman 
Charitable Trust

Denise E. Shiffman

Florence Siegel and Jerry Block

Norma and Ernie Siegler Family 
Foundation, a supporting foundation 
of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland

Sybil and Daniel Silver

Dr. Paula and Marvin Silverman

Madeleine and Scott Sklar

The Allen A. Stein Family Foundation

Marilyn and Eugene Stein

Jeremy Sugerman

Sy Syms Foundation

Paul J. Taubman

Rebecca Taylor and  
Dr. David Ramenofsky

Dr. Jan Thompson and Paul Goldstein 

Clare and Richard Weinberg

Benjy Weinberger

The Weinstein Foundation, Inc.

Mildred Weissman / Malka Fund

Carol A. Weitz

Diane and Michael Werner

Amy R. Wolf

Otto and Marianne Wolman 
Foundation

Deanna and Matt Young

Drs. Jill and Stefan Zechowy

Joyce Zinbarg Rosenthal and  
Steve Rosenthal

Jane Zwisohn and Robert Schwartz

Anonymous (29) 

GLOBAL LEADERS
$5,000–9,999

Sara and Gary Ahr

Mimi and Barry Alperin

Apple Matching Gift Program

Mara and Danny Baror

Barbara and Kenneth Batko

Stephanie and Dan Becker

Monica Becker and Edieal Pinker

Dr. Georgette Bennett and  
Dr. Leonard Polonsky

Phyllis and Arthur Berger

Alan Berlow and Susan Blaustein

Ellen Bernstein

Raquel Bierzwinsky

Lawrence P. Blaskopf and Sherry 
Segerman

Lawrence S. Blumberg

Harvey N. Bock

Jennifer Boudin and William Goetz

Breslow Family Foundation

Jacolyn and John Bucksbaum

Daniel Cartoon

Charina Foundation

Amy Chen and Charles Edward Loeffler

Larry Ira Cohen, LICSW 

Louis and Florence Cohen Fund of  
The Jewish Community Foundation  
of Los Angeles, CA

The Melvin and Ryna Cohen 
Foundation

Drs. Robbie and Harvey Cohen

Hannah S. and Samuel A. Cohn 
Memorial Foundation

Robert Cohn

Barbara and Jerry Cook

Pamela Cowan and Steve Miller

Claudia Davidoff and Joseph Kahan

Farell and Colin Diamond

Chloe Diegel and Alexander McKiernan

The Walt Disney Company Foundation

Howard B. and Nina Dodge Abrams 
Philanthropic Fund

Shelley and Adam Ducker

Cara Eisen and Gil Forer

Lois and Richard England Family 
Foundation

Epic Systems Corporation

Alison G. Faith

Dean Feldman

Feldstein Family Fund

The Nelson and Sara Fishman Family 
Foundation

Five-String Charitable Funds

Debra Fram and Eric Schwartz

Lois and Larry Frank

Vanessa and Isaac Frank

Ziva Freiman

Janine Frier

Elan Fuld

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Sheila and Larry Gerber

Lisa and Jory Gessow

Jean and Michael Gitlin

Sari Gluckin and Lance Friedmann

Goodman Family Foundation

Joanne and Jeffrey Grant

Lillian and Richard Gray

Rennie and David Greenfield

Alice and Steven Greenwald

Celeste Grynberg
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Tzipora and Shai Halevi

Karen and Brendan Herron

G & N Hershkowitz Revocable Trust

Sandra Hess

Janice and Robert Horowitz 
Philanthropic Fund

Sharyn Horowitz

Joanne Hovis and Andrew Afflerbach

Joshua Jacobs 

Rachel and J. David Jacobs

Samita Jacobs

Paula Casson Joseph and  
Jonathan Joseph

Cecil Jowell Family Charitable Trust

Max Kagan Family Foundation

Nancy Kahn and Manny Friedman

Rena Kaminsky

Kaplan Family Foundation

Kates Diamond Family Foundation

Bernard and Mildred Kayden Fund

Drs. Robin Keller and Mark Geliebter

Ethel Klein and Edward Krugman

Terri Ruth Klein and Dr. Daniel Gup

Dr. Joanna Knobler and  
Dr. Ira G. Kawaller

Faye and Mayer Krupp Family 
Charitable Foundation

Adam Laden

Lee and Luis Lainer Family Foundation

Landman Family Charitable Foundation

Eugene M. Lang Foundation

Lapporte-Frankel Family Philanthropic 
Fund of the SF Jewish Federation  
and Endowment Fund

Lauren Lavoie and Kenny Wolf

The Lederer Foundation

Susan Lessin and Peter Schattner

Eileen J. Lewis

Anne Libbin

Sarah and Alan Lipkin

Robyn Lipton and Bruce Kuhlik

Sara Moore Litt and Dr. Andrew Litt

Linda and William Madway

Phyllis Mandler and Gary Elden

Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation

Mazur Family Charitable Fund

Daryl Messinger and Jim Heeger

Nancy Meyer and Marc Weiss

Moncher / Katz Family Fund

Robyn Neff 

The Fred I. and Gilda Nobel  
Foundation, Inc.

Michelle Ores and Charles Schorin

Daphne and Michael Parker

Lauri Paul and Mark Hamilton

The Jay and Rose Phillips Family 
Foundation of Minnesota

Phillips-Green Foundation, Inc.

The Phillips Kleinberg Family Fund

Joni and Russ Pratt

Jill Prosky and Jim Posner

Gloria and Joe Pryzant

James and Susan Ratner Family 
Foundation

Jane Reece

Benjamin J. Robinson

The Max and Tillie Rosenn Foundation

Ruth D. Rosin

The Rosskam Family Giving Fund

Paul H. Rubenstein Charitable 
Foundation

The Rubin Family Charitable Fund

Fred Sachs

Paul Sack

Jerri and Marshal Safron

Sonia and Ned Saltzman 

Myrna Sameth

Susan and Andrew Saxe

Stuart Schear and Jeffrey Shandler

Lee and Kim Scheuer

Howard Schreier

Alice Schreyer

Myra Schubin

Gail Schumann and  
Michael Switzenbaum

Diana Schwelb

The Shapiro Family Foundation

The Shapiro Pogrebin Foundation

Joan Sherman

Ruth and Jay Shobe

Andrew Shore

Rita Sislen

Julie Sissman and Phil Richter

Sheila Small and Dr. Bernard E. Small

Susan and James Snider

Naomi Sobel and  
Rabbi Becky Silverstein

Ben W. Spiller

Benita Stambler 

Harriet and Richard Steinberg

Marian and Robert Stern

Caryn and Larry Straus

The Summit Foundation

Szilvia Szmuk-Tanenbaum and  
Charles Tanenbaum*

Sharon and Todd Tenenholz

Rabbi Elliott Tepperman  
and Susan O'Leary 

David Thal

Amy Cerier Tyre and Daniel Tyre

Vardy Family Fund

Harlan Weisman

Wellington Shields & Co, LLC

Mord and Michal Wiesler 

Ruth and Bob Wilkoff

Carrie and Roberto Woldenberg

Wolman-Fulker Fund

Worldwide Small Change Foundation

Abigail Yasgur and Joseph Lipner

Diane Zultowsky and Dr. Alec Cecil

Anonymous (25)

*Of blessed memory
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Gifts in the following two categories 
represent AJWS’s largest donor group. 
We are deeply grateful for your 
ongoing passion for social justice and 
commitment to AJWS. 

GLOBAL CITIZENS
$1,000-$4,999

FRIENDS
$1-$999

AJWS RUTH W. MESSINGER
RESERVE FUND
Thank you to all those who have 
contributed to our reserve fund, launched 
in 2016, ensuring the continuity and 
strength of AJWS’s programs.

Monica Anderson-Snow and  
Edward Snow

Marion and Stanley Bergman  
and Family

Charina Endowment Fund

Dobkin Family Foundation

Lori Oleinick Dube and Monte Dube

James Dubey

Douglas Durst

Dr. Batya Elbaum and  
Dr. Daniel Messinger

Eileen and Richard Epstein

Jacob Friedman  
Charitable Fund

Rabbi Elyse Frishman and  
Rabbi Daniel Freelander

Sally Gottesman

Lois and Dick Gunther

The Kendeda Fund

The Klarman Family Foundation

Cathy and Jim Koshland

Kathleen and Richard Levin

Jeannie and Jonathan Lavine

Joanne Moore

The Leo and Libby Nevas Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Bill Resnick and Michael J. Stubbs

Marcella Kanfer Rolnick and  
Josh Rolnick / Lippman Kanfer 
Foundation for Living Torah

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum

Amy and Eric Sahn

Kay and Stanley Schlozman

Jolie Schwab and David Hodes

In Memory of Rose L. Shure*  
and Sidney N. Shure*

Florence Siegel and Jerry Block

Judy and Jack Stern

Anonymous (5)

ESTATE GIFTS 
Thank you to our donors, of blessed 
memory, whose contributions from  
their estates leave an enduring benefit 
to AJWS.

Estate of Myrna Bearse

Estate of Jeremy & Patricia Goldberg

Estate of Babette Solon Hollister

Howard Jaffe Living Trust

The Richard S. Krohn Living Trust

Estate of Alan Krumholz

Estate of Allan B. Lipkin

Beverly Frances Padway Living Trust, 
under the direction of  
Alan Engelberg, M.D.

In Memory of Ben and Jenny Porter

The Paul Rand Charitable Trust

Rosenthal Residual Trust

Leslie Schwartzman 2018 Declaration 
of Trust

Estate of Ann Ruth Soloway

Estate of Bruce G. Spiegel

Carol K. Whalen Living Trust

LEGACY SOCIETY  
Thank you to the following supporters, 
who have demonstrated long-term 
commitment to AJWS with a planned 
gift, which will enable us to advance our 
work for future generations. 

Ellen J. Alexander

Drs. Roberta Apfel and Bennett Simon

Joseph and Marzy Bauer

Stephen David Becker

Joyanne Bloom

Larry Ira Cohen, LICSW

Lisa M. Cohen, M.D.

Valerie and Bradford Cohen

Rebecca Cook

Lori Oleinick Dube and Monte Dube

James Dubey

Kim Effron

Roberta Elliott Wantman

Arthur S. Elstein

Helen C. Epps, Ph.D.

Eileen and Richard Epstein

Glenn Fleischman

Jennifer W. Fowler

Marty Friedman

Gary N. Goldsmith, M.D.

Edmund and Arlene* Grossman

*Of blessed memory
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Carol M. Joseph

Dr. Sheldon and Monika Kardener

Ruth F. Kavesh

Wendy Kleckner and  
Dr. Howard Kleckner

Annie and Kenneth Klein

Diane and Richard Klein

Cathy and Jim Koshland

Estelle Lashen

Glen Leiner and Mark Black

Kathleen and Richard Levin

Drs. Michelle Berlin Lowe and  
Robert A. Lowe

Ruth W. Messinger

Carol Yanowitz Miller and Bruce Miller

Suzi and Martin Oppenheimer

Russell R. Pratt and Joni Pratt

Bill Resnick

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum

Susan Rothstein and John Koeppel

Amy and Eric Sahn

Myrna Sameth

Jennie Schact

Suzanne Schecter

Debra Schoenberg

Alice Schreyer

Peter Schwager

Rabbi Dean Shapiro

Joan Sherman

Dr. Rae Lee Siporin

Rita Sislen

Stephen D. Steiner

Judy and Jack Stern

Allison Tepper

Diana Hope Wahl

Miriam Weinstein

Rona Weintraub

Winograd-Hutner Family

Linda Press Wulf and Stanley Wulf

Anonymous (12)

LIFETIME GIVING   
Thank you to our committed donors who, 
over the course of AJWS’s history, have 
contributed over $500,000 to support our 
ongoing fight for human rights around 
the world.

$10,000,000+
Dobkin Family Foundation

The Kendeda Fund

Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

$5,000,000-$9,999,999
The 11th Hour Project,  

Schmidt Family Foundation

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 
Philanthropies

$2,500,000-$4,999,999
Marion and Stanley Bergman  

and Family

David Cohen / The Ezrah  
Charitable Trust

Nathan Cummings Foundation

Foundation for a Just Society

The Horowitz Family Foundation 

The Klarman Family Foundation

The Crimson Lion / Lavine Family 
Foundation 

Lopatin Family Foundation

The Mendelsohn Family Fund

Posner Foundation of Pittsburgh

Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation

Bill Resnick and Michael J. Stubbs

Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation

Anonymous (1)

$1,000,000-$2,499,999
Arcus Foundation

Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation

Linda and Joshua Blum

Crown Family Philanthropies

Digicel Foundation Haiti

Joseph E. Edelman and Susan  
Lebovitz-Edelman, The Edelman 
Family Foundation

The ELMA Foundation

Fondasyon Konesans Ak Libete (FOKAL)

Global Impact

Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund

The Richard C. Goldstein Family 
Foundation

Sally Gottesman

The Gottesman Fund

Lois and Dick Gunther

Walter & Elise Haas Fund

Marcella Kanfer Rolnick and Josh 
Rolnick / Lippman Kanfer Foundation 
for Living Torah

Kathleen and Richard Levin

Moriah Fund

Rabbi Suzanne Offit and Andy Offit

Open Society Foundations

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum

Rothman Family Foundation

Amy and Eric Sahn

Tzedek Social Justice Fund

Winograd-Hutner Family

Anonymous (13)

$500,000-$999,999 
Bradley Abelow and Carolyn Murray

AJG Foundation

Patricia Arnold and William Wardlaw
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The Barrington Foundation, Inc.

Morton K. and Jane Blaustein 
Foundation

Charina Endowment Fund

Tracey and Michael Delfiner

Dorot Foundation

Einhorn Collaborative

Congregation Emanu-El of the  
City of New York

Eileen and Richard Epstein

Epstein Teicher Philanthropies

Everett Foundation

Ford Foundation

Jacob Friedman Charitable Fund

Marty Friedman

Frieze Family Foundation

Ken and Tamar Frieze

Jocelyn Goldfein and Bryan Johnson

Joyce and Irving Goldman Family 
Foundation

Diane and Marc Greenwald

GT Foundation

Marcy and Bob Haber

Ruth and Stephen Hendel

The JIB Fund at National  
Philanthropic Trust

Dvora Joseph Davey

Cathy and Jim Koshland

Lilo* and Gerry* Leeds

The Morningstar Foundation

The Overbrook Foundation

Pears Foundation

Lawrence S. Phillips*

Righteous Persons Foundation

Samueli Foundation

Stacy Schusterman

Liz and Gaurav Seth

Judy and Jack Stern

Tikva Grassroots Empowerment Fund

Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund

Wright/Mandel Charitable Trust

Ruth and Alan Ziegler*

Anonymous (11) 

Special Thanks
Special thanks to the law firms  
Proskauer; Paul Hastings LLP;  
and Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen  
& Loewy LLP, for providing AJWS  
with pro bono legal services.

We’re giving a legacy 
gift because it permits 

us to live our values 
worldwide. We’re 

commanded by our 
tradition to pursue 

social justice—to care  
for the stranger.

SUZI AND MARTIN 
OPPENHEIMER,

AJWS Supporters and Legacy 
Society Members 

“

*Of blessed memory
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At AJWS, we are guided by Emma 
Lazarus’s powerful words: “Until 

we are all free, none of us is free.” We 
recognize that working toward the 
liberation of the most marginalized 
peoples liberates us all—and this 
philosophy drives us not only in the  
18 countries we serve, but also within  
our own walls.  
  As we live our Jewish values as 
an organization, rooted in the belief 
of b’tselem Elohim—that each one of 
us has inherent and infinite value—we 
have embarked on a journey to shift our 
consciousness from within. Anchored 
by the philosophy and practice of anti-
racism, and through learning from diverse 
teachers and one another, we seek to 
ensure that AJWS is an organization that 
is both fully Jewish and fully inclusive and 

multicultural. We believe that our internal 
culture must truly reflect our mission—
and that in order to dismantle systemic 
inequity and pursue justice around the 
world, we must do the same within our 
organization and within ourselves. 
 That is why, since 2019, we have 
invested deeply in an effort to prioritize 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion among our 
staff and Board of Trustees. In the past 
year, we have launched a DEI Statement 
and Roadmap, which are serving to 
thoughtfully guide our organization to a 
place where each member of our team 
feels welcomed in their full humanity, is 
treated equitably and with respect, and is 
able to lead and thrive. We are confident 
that this will make us even more effective 
in our work.

ADVANCING  
DIVERSITY, EQUITY  

AND INCLUSION

My Jewishness and 
my Blackness are 

deeply intertwined. 
The Jewish values 
of welcoming the 

stranger and pursuing 
justice for the most 

vulnerable, values that 
drew me to American 
Jewish World Service 
and motivated me to 
become a trustee at 

this organization, also 
fuel my activism for 

racial justice.

“

GAMAL J. PALMER,  
AJWS Trustee and Global Diversity 

and Inclusion Specialist
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Elana Bildner 

Jay Cohan

Monte Dube*

Marty Friedman*

Julie Goldstein 

Marc Greenwald

Carol M. Joseph

Derek Kaufman 

Jim Koshland 

Paul Lehman

Eunice Lim 

Jayne Lipman 

Howard Mandel

Stacy Mason 

Jill Minneman

Rabbi Suzanne Offit

Gamal J. Palmer 

Ida Posner 

Bill Resnick

Nathalie Rubens

Suzanne Schecter

Liz Seth

Judith C. Stern

Scott Waxman

AJWS BOARD OF TRUSTEES

CHAIR
Bradley Abelow

TREASURER
Bruce E. Rosenblum 

SECRETARY
Carol Yanowitz Miller

VICE CHAIRS
Sharon Leslie

Eric Sahn

PRESIDENT AND CEO
Robert Bank

Thank you to our dedicated and longstanding Board members  
who completed their terms of service in 2021:

Tom Dubin              Eileen Epstein 

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
TEAM
Robert Bank, President and CEO

Venus Devnani McClelland,    
  Executive Vice President

Margo Bloom, Vice President for    
  Development 

Danielle Edwards, Vice President for 
  Finance and Administration

Irit Houvras, Vice President for 
  Strategic Learning, Research  
  and Evaluation 

Stuart Schear, Vice President for 
  Communications and Marketing

Shari Turitz, Vice President for 
  Programs

Cara Walker, Vice President for 
  People and Culture 

Kristen Kendrick, Director of 
  Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Joshua Fried, Chief of Staff

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Coby Lerner, Director of Strategy 
  and Organizational Effectiveness

Tali Chazan 

Kirstie Peña-Cintrón

AJWS STAFF 

COMMUNICATIONS
Andrew Blossom, Director  
  of Digital Strategy

Leah Kaplan Robins, Director  
  of Content and Storytelling

Elizabeth Leih, Creative Director

Madeline Cohen

Maya Geist

Justin Jacobs

Tamar Karpuj Oren

Jenn Lavelle

Tim Lessick

Aisha Purvis

Clara Shapiro

Lanni Solochek

GLOBAL AMBASSADOR
Ruth W. Messinger

Past Chair*
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FINANCE AND 
ADMINISTRATION
Corey Lutsky, Director of 
  Information Technology

Ruddy Miller, Director of Finance

Julie Reyburn, Director of  
  Risk Management

Samantha Adler

Monica Anderson-Snow

Ioana Baczo

Steven Collado

Elisa Damari

Hector Echevarria

Chanan Feigenbaum

Jin Liu

Andy Myhrum

Robert Ramos 

Armani Rodriguez

Christopher Rodriguez

Maritza Sanchez

Yee Chiat Tay

HUMAN RESOURCES
Andrea Gorson

Sasha Mierez

Lauren Schonberger

Michelle Woodley

Allison Tamer 

Jill Weitz 

Shifra Whiteman

Catherine Wolf

Austin Wrubel

PROGRAMS
Sam Wolthuis, Associate Vice 
  President of Programs

Nikhil Aziz, Director of Land, Water, 
  and Climate Justice 

Tracey Gurd, Senior Director of Civil 
  and Political Rights and Advocacy

Rori Kramer, Director of  
  U.S. Advocacy 

Lilach Shafir, Director of 
  International Education and 
  Jewish Engagement

Javid Syed, Director of Sexual  
  Health and Rights 

Zoe Bloomfield 

Hannah Fajer

Sophie Feintuch

Andrea Gillespie 

Sarah Green

Jonathan Hulland

Nabilah Islam

Adriana Jimenez

STRATEGIC LEARNING, 
RESEARCH & EVALUATION
Margo Mullinax, Director of 
  Strategic Learning, Research  
  and Evaluation

Muhammad Irfan

Esther Lee 

Ryan Mace

Alejandra Martin

Sophia Naide 

Olivia Nightingale 

Payal Patel 

Emily Rugama

Jeffrey Stein

Jannel Tillman 

Laura Timme

Hannah Weilbacher

Mallory Womble

AJWS has 28 in-country experts 
working around the world.  
Their names don’t appear here  
due to security risks related to  
human rights work.

DEVELOPMENT
Beth Friedmann, Director of  
  Development Operations

Neely Grobani, Director of   
  Donor Engagement 

Eva Kolodner, Director of  
  Eastern Region

Suzanne Lee, Director of  
  Institutional Giving

Alon Shalev, Executive Director  
  of Western Region

Brad Sugar, Director of  
  Midwest Region

Gina Cheskin 

Oscar Choy

Alexis Frankel

Rachel Furey 

Lila Glick

Melissa Hull

Marina Rosove Javor

Samantha Kossin 

Jay Kotowski 

Nicholas Opinsky

N. Ordover

Shannon Reimers

Lily Schorr

Audrey Silverman

Larissa Solomon
AJWS staff as of September 15, 2021. We 
express deep gratitude to former members 
of our staff who contributed greatly to 
AJWS’s success this year. 



BEHIND THE SCENES: 
Irene Odwar Laker (left) 
from our story on Gulu 
Union for Women with 
Disabilities (page 22) views 
shots from her photoshoot 
with Esther Mbabazi (right). 
While Esther was behind 
the camera, her subjects led 
the way, yielding radiant 
portraits that show them 
as they want to be seen: 
confident and proud. Photo 
by Esther Ruth Mbabazi.

DONATE
www.ajws.org 
800.889.7146

TAKE ACTION
www.ajws.org/takeaction

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
Contact us for information 
about planned giving, to ensure 
that your gift will affect the lives 
of future generations.

@ajws

americanjewishworldservice

@americanjewishworldservice

FOLLOW



45 West 36th Street
New York, NY 10018

212.792.2900 • 800.889.7146
ajws@ajws.org
ajws.org

A mural painted by youth trained by AJWS grantee Unidad Ecológica Salvadoreña 
(UNES) celebrates the convergence of the feminist and environmental movements in 
El Salvador. "We want our Mother Earth alive and free," their message reads. UNES 
is teaching these local teens to protect the ecosystems their community depends on 
and to ensure that women are treated equitably in their society. Flip back to the cover 
page to meet some of these remarkable youth. Photo courtesy of Asociación Comité 
Microcuenca Río Aguacate/UNES.




