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EARTH DANCE Ugandan women use 
traditional dance and song to educate 

their communities about protecting the 
land they’ve lived on for generations. 

Photo by Christine Han
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GIRL POWER In Uganda, women 
and girls rally for their right to 
education with AJWS grantee 
Mentoring and Empowerment 
Programme for Young Women 
(MEMPROW). Photo by Christine Han
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MOMENTUM FOR WOMEN In an impressive public show of solidarity on International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, AJWS grantees in Nicaragua helped mobilize 
thousands of women to take to the streets to demand justice, equality and an end to rampant 
violence in the country. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik 
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“ Jewish tradition teaches that if a person saves 
one life, it is as if they’ve saved the entire 
world. By that measure … [AJWS has] saved 
the world many, many times over.”

—FORMER PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA
 

DEAR FRIENDS:

You are our partners in repairing the world—tikkun olam—and this 
immense task is more important now than ever. Attacks on democracy 
and human rights are multiplying around the world and within our own 
country. Assaults on women, LGBTI people, and religious and ethnic 
minorities are proliferating. Temperatures are warming, causing ever 
more catastrophic storms and droughts, and deepening poverty among 
the most vulnerable. 

But even at this challenging—and often devastating—moment in history, 
we’ve made progress. Together, with Jews of diverse backgrounds and 
with people of other races, faiths, nationalities and identities, we are 
steadily building the world we want to live in—a world rooted in respect 
for the dignity of all people.

We tally up our progress every day. We measure it in lives saved, laws 
changed, and hearts and minds turned toward justice. We measure 
progress in the powerful movements that we are helping to build 
around the world: movements for women’s rights, movements to slow 
the e�ects of climate change, and movements to replace persecution 
and violence with democracy and peace. We measure progress in the 
increasingly large swells of humanity rising up to claim their rights and 
dignity as human beings and citizens of this planet. 

We are gaining momentum.

In contemporary Jewish tradition, the idea of tikkun olam is all about 
building momentum. Through individual and communal acts of 
tzedakah (giving for justice) and chesed (acts of loving-kindness), we 
are progressively fusing the broken pieces of our world together, 
generating change. This image perfectly captures the life’s work of the 
activists AJWS supports in 19 countries. They are coming together by the 
hundreds, thousands, and tens of thousands—each doing their part to 
�ght the brokenness in their midst. Gaining strength in numbers, they 
are �ghting poverty, speaking truth to power, and changing the course 
of their communities and their nations.

By supporting this work through your tzedakah and your action, you 
are building momentum with us. 

When we act on our deepest values together, when we refuse to be 
discouraged by the headlines or the setbacks, when we use the lessons 
of the darkest chapters of Jewish history to propel us to stand up for 
others—we are building a better world. 

Thank you for your support of AJWS in 2018 and beyond. 

With warm regards,

Robert Bank
President and CEO 

Monte Dube
Chair of the Board of Trustees
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“ I trust AJWS, without hesitation, to make the smartest 
investments in advancing human rights in the developing 
world. Being part of AJWS makes me feel optimistic that 
there’s a chance for justice—for a better world that is 
being built by doing the hard work.”

—MARCELLA KANFER ROLNICK
Executive Chair of GOJO 

Chair and Founding Director of Lippman  
Kanfer Foundation for Living Torah 

Board Member of AJWS (2008-2018)

YEAR IN REVIEW:  
2018 BY THE NUMBERS
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INVESTING IN THE 
FUTURE In Hyderabad, 
India, sta� at AJWS grantee 
Shaheen (pictured) train 
adolescent girls from low-
income Muslim communities 
to pursue jobs and careers 
that will radically expand 
their opportunities. 
Photo by Christine Han



Through AJWS, your tzedakah builds momentum  

JEWISH GIVING 
MULTIPLIED for GLOBAL GOOD

85.4¢ of every dollar
went to our programs to build 
a better world.

In 2018... 
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JOINING HANDS FOR JUSTICE  AJWS grantee INEND is 
building a community of allies to support Kenya’s LGBTI 
community—reducing hatred, stigma and violence.  
Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik



for powerful movements for justice.

* $15.3 million in additional grants were made through a donor-advised  
fund to organizations promoting human rights globally

* $15.3 million in additional grants were made through a donor-advised  
fund to organizations promoting human rights globally

$30 million*  
invested to advance human rights and 
end poverty in developing countries.

$390 million 
granted cumulatively to thousands of social 
change organizations since our founding in 1985.

9
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COMMUNITY ACTION  In Kenya, 
Trevenia Mwamburi (left) organizes 
women in her community to launch 
new income-generating businesses 
and protect land that has been 
threatened by the local salt mining 
industry. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik

453 GRANTEES IN 19 COUNTRIES

MULTIPLYING HOPE
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AFRICA
138 grantees  

LATIN AMERICA &  
THE CARIBBEAN
106 grantees  

ASIA
188 grantees 

CROSS 
REGIONAL  
21 grantees

44% 

23% 6% 

“ We have to choose hope, even when it’s 
extremely hard, and that’s a very Jewish idea.”

  —RABBI LAUREN GRABELLE HERRMANN,  
Society for the Advancement of Judaism 

AJWS Global Justice Fellow, 2016-2017

% OF  
DOLLARS 
INVESTED  

VOICES IN THE STREETS Nicaraguan women marching for gender equality. 
Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik

In 2018, AJWS supported 453 grantees in 19 countries. 
They give us hope.

From India to Haiti, and Kenya to Cambodia, these remarkable 
organizations and their courageous communities are defending human 
rights and �ghting poverty around the world. 

Locally, our grassroots grantees are making their communities’ own 
visions for social change a reality. In homes and villages, rural farms and 
busy urban neighborhoods, they ensure that the world’s most vulnerable 
people can defend their rights and live with dignity. 

Nationally and globally, AJWS funds larger social justice organizations 
that have a wider sphere of in§uence. Taking to the courts and the halls 
of power, they are winning landmark cases and shaping national and 
international legislation.

Together, they are a�ecting millions of lives. 

27% 
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RECYCLING FOR PEACE After decades of civil war 
in Senegal’s Casamance region, AJWS grantees are 
working tirelessly to promote peace and help people 
rebuild their damaged homes and lives. Here, plastic 
bottles become a new house and a fresh start.  
Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik

REPAIRING 
THE WORLD
ISSUE BY ISSUE
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SEXUAL HEALTH & RIGHTS
As the #MeToo movement swept the world, we supported 155 organizations 
empowering women, girls and LGBTI people to promote equality, stop violence 
and discrimination, and live with dignity, safety and health.  

LAND, WATER & CLIMATE JUSTICE
In a year when global warming claimed lives through crippling droughts and 
violent storms, we supported 147 organizations �ghting climate change and 
protecting the land, water and natural resources that rural and indigenous people 
depend on for survival.  

CIVIL & POLITICAL RIGHTS
In the face of the shocking rise of authoritarianism, both at home and abroad, we 
supported 131 organizations building democracy, promoting justice under the 
law for all, and defending the right to be heard, vote and participate in political life.  

DISASTER & HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
When disasters and humanitarian crises struck people around the world—
including a horri�c campaign of genocide in Burma—we supported  
20 organizations that saved lives and helped people recover and rebuild. 

AJWS met the challenges of 2018 by focusing deeply on four key issues. 

These issues cut to the heart of what we care about most, as Jews and as 
global citizens seeking a better future for our planet and some of its most 
vulnerable people.

35% 

32% 

29% 

4% 
REVIVAL On El Salvador’s coast, where rising seas 
have wiped out many mangrove forests, Marta 
Linares-Avila plants candelillas—seedlings. Unidad 
Ecológica Salvadoreña (UNES) helps her community 
revive this habitat for �shing, income and protection 
from erosion. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik
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One person can change lives. Many can change  
the world. 

In a year of grave challenges, we were able to make progress because we 
multiplied the power of local people. Imagine our 453 grantees—each 
working to �ght poverty and human rights abuse in their communities 
and countries. Each of these organizations mobilizes hundreds, 
thousands and even tens of thousands of people whose lives depend on 
bringing change. Now imagine them working side-by-side, country by 
country, all pursuing justice. That is a lot of collective power.

AJWS works to strengthen and amplify this power. 

We fund constellations of organizations that are working on the same 
issues—both within countries and across borders. Our AJWS experts in 
each country work closely with our grantees to help them build skills 
and grow. We then bring like-minded groups together so they can 
collaborate, learn from one another, and launch ambitious collective 
campaigns—movements—for justice. For example, activists supported 
by AJWS in El Salvador stopped toxic mining in their country, and are 
now helping activists in Haiti build their own movement in the hope of 
doing the same. 

This is how social change happens. While the world faced a rising tide 
of injustice and su�ering this year, we fought back by building a powerful 
swell of momentum for human rights. In 2018, hundreds of thousands 
of people in the AJWS community worldwide rose up to change hearts, 
minds and laws to respect human rights. Together, we’re changing the 
lives of millions.

“ AJWS’s work means going beyond politics, and barriers, 
and borders, and language, and really understanding, 
‘who is this person, and how do we support them?’”

—RACHEL SUMEKH,  
AJWS Global Justice Fellow, 2013-2014

CONFRONTING 
RISING INJUSTICE

TOGETHER
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of our grantees are new organizations founded 
within  5 years of their �rst AJWS grant.

of our 24 in-country experts provide our  
grantees with capacity-building support 
to develop their leadership, infrastructure, 
programs and more.

of our grantees engage in advocacy to advance 
laws and policies to promote human rights.

of our grantees are members of networks  
or coalitions that work together to effect  
more change.

100%

40%

83%

93%

WOMEN UNITED Tens of thousands of women across 
Nicaragua are coming together to call for safety, 
equality, and justice.  Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik
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In recent years, AJWS grantees and the 
movements they’re part of have helped shape 
dozens of laws, policies and precedent-setting 
court cases to protect human rights locally, 
regionally and nationally. 

JUSTICE FINALLY SERVED FOR 
VICTIMS OF GUATEMALA’S FORCED 
DISAPPEARANCES

IMPACT: Hundreds of thousands of families 
yearning for justice 

In May 2018, Guatemala’s High Court convicted 
four former high-level military o®cers for 
horri�c crimes they committed 37 years earlier, 
during Guatemala’s armed con§ict. Thanks to 
the support of AJWS grantee UDEFEGUA and 
others, the court sentenced them to decades in 
prison for the rape and torture of a 21-year-old 
political activist and the disappearance of her 
14-year-old brother. This was the �rst time high-
level o®cers have been convicted of any of the 
estimated 245,000 murders and disappearances 
from this devastating era.  
(Full story, page 32) 

SALVADORAN MINING BAN 
PROTECTS HEALTH AND  
THE ENVIRONMENT 

IMPACT: 6.3 million Salvadorans

In 2017, a land rights movement supported 
by AJWS won a landmark case making 
El Salvador the �rst nation ever to ban 
metallic mining, which was poisoning the 
country’s water supply. This was the result 
of a decade-long campaign mobilizing 
tens of thousands of people. In 2018, the 
Salvadoran activists helped forge a similar 
anti-mining movement in nearby Haiti. 
(Full story, page 30) 

TRANSFORMING 
LAWS AND LIVES WORLDWIDE 

KENYAN COURT FAVORS 
ENVIRONMENT OVER INDUSTRY  
IMPACT: 4,600 villagers in 2018 and 
potentially millions across Kenya in  
the future

In April 2018, Kenya’s High Court ruled that 
a multi-billion-dollar infrastructure project 
must reduce its environmental impact. The 
LAPSSET Corridor project—a massive network 
of ports, railways, airports and re�neries being 
built to process and export Kenya’s oil and coal 
reserves—is damaging thousands of miles of 
communities’ land and villages. Thanks to a 
case litigated by AJWS grantee Katiba Institute, 
the government now must pay more than 
$17 million in damages to 4,600 local people 
whose lives and livelihoods were harmed by 
one of the LAPSSET ports. They must also 
develop a plan to protect the environment and 
local culture threatened by the projects. 
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AFRICAN COURT SIDES WITH 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

IMPACT: 35,000 Ogiek Kenyans

For decades, Kenya’s indigenous Ogiek 
community has fought for its right to 
live in the Mau Forest, an endangered 
woodland that is now being plundered by 
the government and lumber companies. 
In 2017, the Ogiek community prevailed 
when the African Court of Human and 
People’s Rights ordered the Kenyan 
government and developers to stop 
evicting indigenous people and to pay 
reparations for damages.

INDIAN COURT OVERTURNS 
OPPRESSIVE DIVORCE LAW

IMPACT: 90 million Muslim women  
in India

In 2017, an organization led by AJWS 
grantee Hasina Khan argued a case in 
India’s Supreme Court that overturned 
“triple talaq”—a law that had authorized 
Muslim men to divorce their wives by 
merely saying, writing, or even texting 
the word talaq (divorce) three times. 
Thanks to this decision, women now 
have a say in this life-changing matter. 

ANTI-GAY LAW OVERTURNED  
IN INDIA

IMPACT: All LGBTI Indians in a 
population of 1.3 billion

In September 2018, the Indian Supreme 
Court made history by striking down 
Section 377 of the Constitution, which 
made consensual sex between same-sex 
adults illegal. AJWS is proud to support 
so many of the organizations that have 
been leading the charge for equality in 
India, including several involved in the 
case. LGBTI Indians are now freer to be 
who they are and love whom they love—
openly, safely and with pride.

Photo credits, numbered left to right: James Rodriguez (1), 
courtesy of Mesa Nacional Frente a la Mineria (2),   
Jonathan Torgvnik (3, 4) Christine Han (5), and AP Images (6)
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EQUALITY FOR ALL Senegalese grantee Initiative 
Solidaire des Actions de Développement makes 

sure disabilities aren’t barriers for rights. After this 
young man lost his leg to a landmine, the group is 

ensuring he can access medical care, attend school 
and vote in elections. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik

BUILDING 
MOMENTUM
AROUND THE WORLD
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REFUGE When Rohingya refugees like these arrive 
in the Bangladeshi camps, AJWS’s grantees provide 
much-needed food, shelter and trauma counseling. 

Photo MM Rahman/Alamy Stock Photo
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MOMENTUM ON 

ROHINGYA RIGHTS 

Aiding Rohingya refugees escaping 
genocide in Burma
The Rohingya people of Burma (Myanmar) have faced decades of 
abuse and violence at the hands of their own country’s military. This 
persecuted ethnic minority has been stripped of their citizenship, 
driven from their land, and interned in camps. In August 2017, the 
violence escalated to ethnic cleansing, when the military began a vicious 
campaign of burning villages and murdering women, men and children 
en masse. In the aftermath, more than 700,000 Rohingya people have 
§ed to Bangladesh—many on a weeks-long journey—carrying nothing 
but their children and a few belongings. Top UN o®cials say these 
atrocities bear the hallmarks of genocide. 
 The plight of the Rohingya people echoes the persecution and 
violence su£ered by Jews throughout history, and AJWS is acting 
powerfully on our promise of “never again.” 
 Thanks to our generous donors, AJWS’s grantees are working around 
the clock to help refugees in camps in Bangladesh meet basic needs for 
food, shelter and water; recover from their profound traumas; and weather 
the devastation wrought by the monsoon rains. We are also supporting 
Rohingya and other human rights activists in Burma and around the world 
in their e�orts to end the persecution and achieve justice. 
 AJWS has issued a rallying cry for the Rohingya people—
pushing the U.S. government to take action and orchestrating a 
uni§ed Jewish response. 
 Together with our partners and allies, we launched the Jewish 
Rohingya Justice Network, a diverse coalition of leaders from across 
the Jewish community. We mobilized 72 American Jewish organizations 

“ Thanks to AJWS, we are able to 
highlight the situation of the 
Rohingya to the world. If we did 
not have the support of AJWS, we 
would not be able to do all this.”

—TUN KHIN, Founder of AJWS grantee  
Burmese Rohingya Organization– 

United KingdomPhoto by Christine Han



21

“ The experience of joining AJWS in Washington to 
bring the plight of the Rohingya people to those in 
elected o¡ce is among the proudest moments in my 
20 years as a rabbi. No one can honestly say now that 
the American Jewish community stood silent as our 
Rohingya brothers and sisters continued to bleed.” 

 —RABBI DAVID WIRTSCHAFTER,  
Temple Adath Israel, Lexington, KY 

56 GRANTEES 
working to stop 

religious and ethnic 
persecution worldwide
 

AJWS SUPPORTS:

11 GRANTEES  
responding to the 

Rohingya crisis in Burma 
and Bangladesh

 

DISASTER & HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
around the world in 2018

and 248 rabbis and communal leaders to petition the Senate to pass 
the Burma Human Rights and Freedom Act of 2018, a bill calling for 
immediate U.S. government intervention. 

Thanks to this advocacy, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
advanced the bill to the full Senate in February 2018. The House 
followed suit with a similar bill in May, which passed with overwhelming 
support and included language that AJWS helped shape calling for 
increased humanitarian aid, U.S. sanctions against Burma and a 
mechanism for accountability for crimes against the Rohingya. Though 
this legislation is currently stalled in the Senate, the U.S. government 
acted on several of our key asks. In August, they sanctioned several 
Burmese military o®cials and denied them entry visas into the U.S. And 
in September, the administration increased humanitarian aid to the 
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.

ROHINGYA CRISIS 
Burma, Bangladesh

EAST AFRICA HUNGER CRISIS
South Sudan, Kenya, Uganda

EARTHQUAKES 
Nepal, Mexico

FLOODING AND 
LANDSLIDES
Democratic Republic of 
Congo, India, Sri Lanka

HURRICANE MATTHEW
Haiti

 

RECOVERY Mariangline Jane stands by what is left of her home in Gommier, Haiti, 
after Hurricane Matthew devastated her village. AJWS grantee GRAMIR helped 
families like hers rebuild after the disaster. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik
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MOMENTUM ON 

PEACE

Planting the seeds for reconciliation  
in Senegal
In a garden in Casamance, Senegal, sprouts poke hopefully out of the 
soil. They are the simple beginnings of carrots, onions and radishes. But 
they represent so much more than food. The women who planted and 
nurtured them are recovering from years of fear and violence.  

Casamance, the southwestern region of Senegal, has been 
ravaged by war for three decades. The long con§ict between rebel 
groups and government forces killed thousands and forced more than 
60,000 people to §ee their homes. After a cease�re in 2014, residents 
of Casamance are now returning to their abandoned land and ruined 
villages. Yet a deep distrust lingers between neighbors, borne of 
di�ering loyalties during the war.  

To advance peace, an organization supported by AJWS called 
COPI has started planting “peace gardens”— plots of land where 
women from the community can grow vegetables together. As they 
sow and harvest, the women connect. And they begin to heal. 

Awa Djiba is from the village of Janje in Casamance. During the 
war, she §ed her home to bring her nine children to safety in the 
neighboring country, The Gambia. “We left because we feared for our 
lives,” she said. “The gunshots would go all night. We didn’t know if the 
rebels would kill us or not.” 

When Awa returned �ve years later, she had to continue to live  
side-by-side with people who supported the rebels during the war.  
Thanks to the peace gardens, she and her neighbors have been able 
to begin to put aside their suspicions and fears. Their conversations 
over soil and seedlings nurture connection and understanding. And the 

income they make selling their crops has improved life in the village, 
reducing some of the tensions that sparked war in the �rst place.
 AJWS has supported the peace movement in Casamance since 
2010, and the movement has grown stronger each year. We began by 
supporting a §edgling coalition called Plateforme des Femmes pour la 
Paix en Casamance (PFPC). 
 Today, the group represents 210 local civil society organizations 
and more than 40,000 women who have rallied, marched and 
advocated to ensure that the cease§re holds and true peace will one 
day come to Casamance.  

“ Thanks to the peace garden, we are starting 
to mend the fabric of our community.”

—AWA DJIBA, survivor of the Casamance civil war
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98 GRANTEES 
helping communities 
recover from violent 
conflict worldwide

 

13 GRANTEES 
promoting peace 

in Senegal

AJWS SUPPORTS:

SEEDING PEACE Decades of fighting in Senegal’s Casamance region have created 
rifts between communities. AJWS grantee COPI is bringing women together to plant in 
“peace gardens” so they can begin to trust one another again—and earn a living in the 
process. Opposite: Neighbors Awa Djiba (in green) and Mama Jamma (in blue). Photos by 
Jonathan Torgovnik
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MOMENTUM ON 

GENDER EQUALITY 

Expanding the life choices of women 
and adolescent girls in India

One afternoon when Sonali Khatun was only 14, she returned home from 
school in her small village of Sahanagar, India, to �nd rows of chairs set 
up in her family’s mud house. She asked her mother what was going on, 
and the reply shocked her: “Your husband’s family is coming to see you.” 
Sonali panicked and protested, but her parents insisted that the stranger 
would be a good match. Just two weeks later, she was married.

Sonali—one of millions of girls worldwide who wed against their 
wishes before they turn 18—dropped out of school. She found herself 
under the thumb of unwelcoming in-laws and an abusive husband, 
and soon §ed their house in terror. Fortunately, her parents stood by 
her as she obtained a divorce, despite the slurs hurled at her from the 
community. She fell into a suicidal depression until she discovered 
MBBCDS, an organization supported by AJWS that taught her she was 
not alone in her struggle. Today, she teaches other girls to stand up for 
themselves.

In India, as in so many places around the globe, women and 
girls have little control over their lives. But young women like Sonali 
are coming together to turn the tide. AJWS is making a $30 million 
investment in advancing gender equality and ending child marriage, 
with generous support from The Kendeda Fund. 

AJWS SUPPORTS:

62 GRANTEES  
empowering women 

and girls in India

121 GRANTEES 
advancing gender 

equality worldwide

GIRLS EMPOWERED Married at 14, Sonali Khatun (in turquoise) found the strength to 
leave her husband and carve out her own path, thanks to the support of AJWS grantee 
MBBCDS. Opposite, adolescent girls talk about their bodies, health and equality at a 
resource center run by AJWS grantee The Hunger Project. Photos by Jonathan Torgovnik
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3,500 “COLLECTIVES” 
(groups working together  

for social change) 

As of 2018, AJWS supports more than 60 
grantees across India that are directly reaching 
more than 126,000 women and girls—causing 
a ripple e£ect that is changing the lives of 
countless more. 

Our grantees tackle the root causes of child marriage and gender 
inequality: rigid social norms and beliefs that restrict girls’ aspirations, 
life choices and behavior. For example, they challenge the notions that 
fathers, husbands and sons should make decisions in families; and that 
girls’ education is not as important as boys’. Many of these grantees 
have started groups, called “collectives,” that provide safe space for girls 
to connect with peers, practice new skills and learn about their bodies 
and their rights. This process builds their con�dence and, over time, 
empowers them to negotiate with their parents and others for what 
they want in life. 

 We’re already seeing more and more girls in these communities 
making their own choices about marriage, education and careers. 
 A recent external evaluation of our work in India found that girls 
and young women in collectives supported by AJWS have been gaining 
greater power in their personal lives—and in§uencing others in their 
families and communities. They’re sparking the social change that’s 
so critical to overcoming gender inequality. As they continue to build 
their collective power, these women and girls work together to demand 
political change too—aiming to shape new laws, policies and services 
that will have a far-reaching impact. 

As of 2018, AJWS supports: 

Reaching 126,000 
WOMEN and GIRLS



GIRLS CHOOSING THEIR OWN FUTURES
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LEARNING ABOUT SEXUAL 
HEALTH AND RIGHTS 

Through MASUM, Shital Waikar 
gained access to information 
about her body and sexuality that 
her mother—married at age 14—
never got. This helped her dispel 
a common belief in India that a 
girl is “polluted” while she has her 
period—a belief that keeps many 
girls like Shital home from school, 
prohibits them from touching 
others’ food, and causes great 
shame about menstruation. Today, 
Shital volunteers with MASUM to 
educate other youth about their 
reproductive health and foster 
positive body image.

NEGOTIATING FOR 
EDUCATION

Rukhsar Javed Sayyed’s mother 
was pressuring her to drop 
out of school and get married, 
like most other girls in her 
conservative neighborhood. But 
after taking English classes at 
Awaaz-e-Niswaan, Rukhsar felt 
more con�dent and sure that she 
wanted a career. The experience 
emboldened her to insist on 
completing college.

LEARNING TO LEAD

At just 23 years old, Manju 
Kumari is a sarpanch, the 
elected head of her small rural 
village. Manju wanted support 
in pushing for policies that will 
promote gender equality in her 
community, so she began to 
train with an organization called 
The Hunger Project, which helps 
build the leadership skills of 
young women. With help through 
this coaching, she has launched 
new public services to meet 
the needs of adolescent girls—
including a center where they 
can meet, study and play sports.

GAINING ECONOMIC 
FREEDOM

As a teenager, Khushi Prajapati 
faced the likely prospect of an 
unwanted marriage and a lifetime 
of poverty. But through Azad 
Foundation’s “Women on Wheels” 
program, she learned to become 
a taxi driver, typically a job done 
by men. Khushi now supports her 
parents and siblings—and has 
earned the bargaining power to 
decide about marriage on her own 
terms. Recently, she achieved one 
of her biggest goals: to buy her 
family a house.



“ Now Shital is able to make 
her own decisions … This was 
unthinkable for my generation.” 

—MANGAL WAIKAR, mother of Shital 
Waikar, volunteer at AJWS grantee MASUM
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THREE GENERATIONS FOR CHANGE Shital Waikar, far right, 
with her mother and grandmother—both of whom married not 
long after reaching puberty. They are proud that Shital is going to 
college and now has options beyond child marriage. She learned 
about her rights at MASUM, an AJWS grantee in Maharashtra, 
India. Photos by Jonathan Torgovnik 
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 One driver, Santa Bingo, participated in the attack on the 
LGBTI clinic in 2010; but today, he educates his peers to protect the gay 
community. He is proud that “the hatred is going down.” He and many 
of his fellow drivers now wear special re§ector vests with INEND’s logo, 
signaling to LGBTI people that it’s safe to ride with them. And when they 
see an LGBTI person being threatened, they alert INEND so its network 
can intervene. 
 For Chege, who survived the 2010 attack, the sound of a 
motorcycle revving no longer signals fear, but hope for the growing 
understanding between the LGBTI community and their new allies. 

MOMENTUM ON 

LGBTI RIGHTS

Transforming assailants into allies  
in Kenya  
In 2010, as rumors of a same-sex wedding swirled in the conservative 
coastal city of Mombasa, Kenya, angry Muslim and Christian religious 
leaders mobilized locals to “§ush out the gays.” The call was heeded 
by many local boda boda (motorbike taxi) drivers—a group with a 
reputation for violence that is frequently called upon by politicians and 
religious leaders to carry out their dirty work. 

Armed with sticks, stones and other weapons, a mob of 
hundreds of men and women, including many boda boda drivers, 
descended upon an HIV/AIDS clinic in the nearby town of Mtwapa. 
“The mob wanted to burn us, to beat us,” recalled Ali Chege Omari, who 
was among the gay men and volunteers at the clinic who survived the 
merciless attack. “They wanted us killed.” 

Since then, human rights groups have documented a 
wave of attacks on LGBTI Kenyans. In response, a host of LGBTI 
organizations, including AJWS grantee Initiative for Equality and 
Non Discrimination (INEND), are working to build a culture of 
tolerance, focusing on religious leaders, local government o³cials, 
media professionals—and the boda boda drivers. 

INEND’s charismatic founder, Esther “Essy” Adhiambo, was 
determined to transform the drivers’ homophobia and prejudice into 
empathy and tolerance. “Don’t protest to ignorant people,” she said. 
“Bring them to the table, sit with them, educate them and inform them.” 

In just two years, INEND has trained at least 320 boda 
boda drivers through intensive workshops and turned them into an 
unexpectedly dedicated legion of protectors for LGBTI Mombasans. 
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10 GRANTEES 
defending LGBTI 
rights in Kenya

AJWS SUPPORTS:

73 GRANTEES 
promoting equality  

for LGBTI people 
worldwide

 

DRIVING OUT HATE Santa Bingo (left) and other motorbike taxi 
drivers used to harass—and sometimes harm—LGBTI people like Ali 
Chege Omari (right) on Kenya’s streets. But today, the drivers are allies 
and protectors, thanks to trainings on human rights and tolerance 
run by AJWS grantee INEND. OPPOSITE: Boda boda drivers trained by 
INEND waiting for customers. Photos by Jonathan Torgovnik

“�The hatred is 
going down.” 

—SANTA BINGO, 
boda boda driver 
who has become  

an ally to the  
LGBTI community
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MOMENTUM ON 

HALTING 
MINING

Stopping a poisonous gold rush  
in El Salvador and Haiti 
In El Salvador last year, a group of local farmers proved that 
water is more valuable than gold. The situation was dire: An 
upswing in gold mining had poisoned the water supply and 
caused dramatic increases in cancer and kidney disease.   
 Twelve grassroots groups organized thousands of local 
people to pressure the government to intervene. AJWS’s in-country  
team supported and guided the network to organize and grow. After 
eleven years of advocacy, court cases, and incremental victories, the 
farmers won a government ban of all metal mining in 2017. El Salvador 
is the �rst nation ever to pass such a law.  

And now, the Salvadoran activists are using their experience 
to advise and inspire a new movement in Haiti, where the threat of 
gold mining is looming. 

Haiti sits on considerable gold deposits, and international mining 
companies have been spending millions to position themselves to cash 
in on a coming mining boom. But if mining begins in Haiti, it would 
come at a catastrophic cost. Haiti’s gold deposits follow the same fault 
that caused the massive earthquake that killed hundreds of thousands 
of people in 2010. Releasing the gold would require vast amounts of 
poisonous cyanide, held in collecting pools that are far from earthquake-
proof. Mining gold along a fault line—and in a country also prone to 

hurricanes—poses an extreme risk that the deadly chemical would 
contaminate the surrounding land and water supply. 
 In 2013, with support from AJWS, Haitian activists and AJWS’s 
in-country consultant launched Kolektif Jistis Min (the Mining Justice 
Collective)—which AJWS now funds—to fend o� mining. Crucially, AJWS 
connected them with leaders of the Salvadoran mining movement and 

“ We consider AJWS a sister organization and strategic 
ally. The achievement we have had to ban metallic 
mining in El Salvador is also thanks to your support.”

—SAUL BAÑOS, human rights lawyer and director of FESPAD,  
a member of the Salvadoran mining movement 
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“ Metal mining in Haiti will bring pro¢ts to the few 
and more misery for the masses. Haitian legislators 
should heed the example of El Salvador and listen to 
the voices of their own people who are cautioning 
against mining and demanding less destructive and 
more inclusive development.”

—THE NEW YORK TIMES, MARCH 2018

AJWS SUPPORTS:

12 GRANTEES 
¡ghting gold mining in 
El Salvador and Haiti

 

70 GRANTEES 
fending o¢ harmful 
resource extraction 

worldwide

STOPPING MINING, COUNTRY BY 
COUNTRY With AJWS by their side, activists 
in El Salvador (opposite) won a historic 
mining ban in 2017. In Haiti (left), the Mining 
Justice Collective is mobilizing thousands. 
Their sign reads: “Yes to life! No to mining 
exploitation!” Photos courtesy of Association 
de Desarrollo Económico Social, Santa Marta, 
and the Mining Justice Collective  

others in the region to help the Haitian activists strategize and build 
their campaign. In 2016, the collective held “10 days of action on mining,” 
involving representatives from mining justice movements in more  
than 11 countries. 

In 2018, Haiti’s mining activists are preparing for the long battle 
won by their Salvadoran neighbors and allies. They are mobilizing 
opposition, holding community meetings, engaging the media, and 
protesting to let the Haitian state and mining companies know that 
they will not allow metal mining in their communities. Peterson Derolus, 
co-coordinator of the Haiti Mining Justice Collective, says, "Agriculture, 
land, and water are the foundations of our life. We cannot permit mining 
companies to destroy this life.”

Our grantees are working to stop mining in Haiti before it 
starts—something that has never before happened in any country. 
They have the courage to pursue this ambitious goal thanks to the 
support of their colleagues around the world and the momentum gained 
by those who came before them.
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MOMENTUM ON 

LEGAL 
JUSTICE

Securing convictions for crimes against 
humanity in Guatemala  
In 1981, during the Guatemalan armed con§ict, 21-year-old political 
activist Emma Molina Theissen was arrested, brutally raped and tortured 
for nine days by the military. She managed to escape, but the army 
kidnapped her 14-year-old brother, Marco Antonio, to retaliate. He was 
never found. Marco Antonio was one of an estimated 45,000 people 
“disappeared” and 200,000 murdered during this horri�c chapter in 
Guatemalan history. No high-level o®cials responsible for these crimes 
has ever been brought to justice—until now. 
 On May 23rd, 2018, Guatemala’s High Court convicted four 
former high-level military o³cers and sentenced them to decades- 
long prison sentences for the atrocities perpetrated against the 
Molina Theissen siblings nearly four decades ago.  
 Two of AJWS’s grantees played a signi�cant role in advancing 
this case. Unidad de Defensores y Defensoras de Derechos Humanos 
en Guatemala (UDEFEGUA)—an organization that supports activists 
whose lives are at risk—protected the family and their legal team in 
court each day, fending o� constant threats and verbal abuse by the 
military and the media. And Prensa Comunitaria, a group that �ghts 
for free press, covered the proceedings to counter the mainstream 
media’s false accusations that the family was pursuing the case solely 
out of economic interest.  
 Even amid ongoing political corruption, this victory has written 
a new chapter in the history of human rights in Guatemala, giving 
the next generation hope that such atrocities will not happen again. 

 One of the court’s resolutions was to declare October 6th—the day 
Marco Antonio was abducted—a national day of “robbed childhoods,” 
recognizing all the youth whose lives were cut short. It has also given 
hope to activists in countries like Sri Lanka and Mexico who continue 
to seek justice for thousands of people who have been disappeared and 
murdered with impunity. For AJWS, this victory reinforces our belief in 
the power of social movements, as we renew our support for the rule of 
law and legal strategies to address mass atrocities around the world.

60 GRANTEES 
promoting access to 

justice and accountability 
for human rights crimes

worldwide
 

“ This sentence digni¢es the people killed, 
tortured and disappeared, and their 
families who have been mired in a long 
oblivion by the justice system.” 

—EMMA THEISSEN DE MOLINA, 
mother of Marco Antonio and Emma 

16 GRANTEES  
defending justice  

in Guatemala

AJWS SUPPORTS:



33

LONG-AWAITED JUSTICE Emma Molina Theissen shows a bracelet made of her brother’s belongings to reporters during a press conference 
in Guatemala City in May 2018. Thanks to the support of AJWS grantees, four retired high-ranking military officers were convicted of the 1981 
rape and torture of Emma and the disappearance of her teenage brother Marco Antonio. Photo courtesy of AP Images
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MOMENTUM ON 

DEMOCRACY

Rising against authoritarianism  
in Nicaragua

A powerful movement is sweeping Nicaragua. 
Hundreds of thousands of people have §ooded the streets in 

recent months to resist the authoritarian rule of president Daniel 
Ortega. Over the last 11 years, Ortega’s brutal regime has censored the 
press, done away with term limits for elected o®cials and repressed 
opposition parties. In April, when he reformed social security to increase 
the cost to workers while reducing payouts, the nation decided it had 
had enough. 

On April 18th, an emerging movement of university students led 
protests calling for Ortega to step down. With his power and reputation 
at stake, Ortega deployed the police and other armed men to silence the 
demonstrators—killing 42 people in the �rst week. The murders opened 
the §oodgates, sending Nicaraguans from all walks of life to the streets 
in waves of mass protest. As the movement grew, so did the death toll. 
Nicaraguan police have opened live machine gun �re on marchers, 
detained and tortured students, and murdered more than 300 people,  
16 of them in a mass attack on Mother’s Day. 
 The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has accused 
the armed bodies of a “disproportionate use of force—including lethal 
force” aimed at young protestors. Ortega’s administration engaged 
in a number of dialogue sessions meant to create a peaceful solution 
to the violence—yet he has refused to order a cease�re or even to 
acknowledge the brutality happening in his name. 
 During one dialogue, Lesther Alemán, 20, spoke boldly to the 
President: “Can you sleep at night?” he asked. “We have not slept 
soundly. We’re being persecuted, and we’re students.”

A NATION FED UP Thousands march in the streets of Managua to call for an end to 
Daniel Ortega’s authoritarian regime. Photo courtesy of La Lucero Arte Social
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 On June 15th, activists led a nationwide worker strike that shut 
down the capital city of Managua. Faced with the prospect of economic 
catastrophe, Ortega �nally agreed to allow the Inter-American 
Commission to investigate and identify those responsible for “all death 
and acts of violence.” And yet, the following week, his forces poisoned 
protesters with sulfuric acid and unleashed machine gun �re—still 
determined to repress citizens who want to change their country for 
the better. 
 He also passed an “anti-terrorism law” that the UN has condemned 
as a tactic to muzzle voices of opposition. More than 100 people 
who have protested or aided protesters are now on trial for so-called 
“terrorism” and 300 more were illegally detained and awaiting trial. 
While the law has forced many of the activists to work in secret, because 
they can no longer meet or speak out in public, mass protesting has 
continued unabated.
 AJWS has supported activists on the frontlines of this historic 
uprising for democracy and justice. 
 AJWS’s grantees are providing safe harbor and psychosocial 
support to persecuted youth activists—some of whom were engaging in 
the dialogues with Ortega—so they can continue their organizing and 
process the traumas they have su�ered. We are also enhancing their 
cyber security to fend o� hackers and online attacks. And our grantees 
are supporting the grassroots youth movement to develop visions and 
plans for public policy. If Nicaraguans secure a future without Ortega, 
these youth are ready to play a powerful role in shaping their country 
into a functional, transparent and accountable democracy. 

“I am not afraid.” 
—FELIX MARADIAGA,  

a leading activist in the protest 
movement and Director of the 

Institute of Strategic Studies and 
Public Policies (IEEPP)

AJWS SUPPORTS:

12 GRANTEES 
¡ghting 

authoritarianism 
in Nicaragua 

 

90 GRANTEES 
promoting 
democracy 
worldwide
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MOMENTUM ON 

CAPITOL HILL

Holding back the tide of attacks  
on human rights 
The past two years have brought a litany of assaults on global 
human rights—many from within our own government. Among the 
most egregious: The Trump administration tried to slash funding 
for international aid and has cut o� all funding to international 
organizations that support reproductive choice. 
 To mitigate the administration’s threats, AJWS has participated 
in strong D.C. coalitions, engaged the media, and deployed rabbis and 
supporters on Capitol Hill. Together with many others, we blocked 
some of the most malicious threats to human rights abroad.   

DEFENDING ABORTION RIGHTS WORLDWIDE
On his third day in o®ce, just days after the historic Women’s March, 
President Trump put millions of women, girls and LGBTI people around 
the world at risk with a stroke of his pen. Through a presidential 
memorandum, he reinstated and dramatically expanded the “Global Gag 
Rule,” which forbids the U.S. from giving global health assistance to any 
overseas organization that provides abortions, refers women to abortion 
services, or advocates for more liberal abortion laws. 

In 2018, Republicans in Congress tried to enshrine this temporary 
executive order into law through the federal budget—but AJWS and 
our allies didn’t let it happen. After months of advocacy, we and our 
allies had the gag rule removed from the bill, ensuring that future 
administrations can still reverse the damage Trump has in¹icted on 
global sexual and reproductive health and rights.

“ We need AJWS now more than ever before. 
We need you. The power is not with elected 
o¡cials, it’s with you, the people.”

—SENATOR BEN CARDIN, October 2017

JEWISH LEADERS TAKE A STAND  Rabbi David Englander and AJWS Director of 
Government A�airs Rori Kramer meet with Representative Ted Deutch in 2018.  
Photo by Richard Greenhouse

BLOCKING BUDGET CUTS TO FOREIGN AID
When President Trump released his proposed federal budget in 2017, he 
demanded that the U.S. cut 32% from the State Department and $1 billion 
from HIV/AIDS funding—and eliminate family planning. AJWS knew that 
Trump’s proposed radical cuts in foreign aid and diplomacy would throw 
more people into poverty, undermine e�orts to halt epidemic disease and 
strengthen the conditions under which authoritarian regimes disregard 
the rights of their citizens—and so we fought back. 
 In March 2018, AJWS and our coalition partners succeeded  
in ensuring that Congress preserved full funding for now for the  
State Department and USAID, in de§ance of the President’s 
proposed budget.
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BLOCKING THREATS TO FOREIGN AID

Congress passed §nal federal 
spending budget with no 
cuts to foreign assistance, 
international a£airs, AIDS 
or family planning.

MARCH 2017
Trump proposed 32% slash to U.S. 
foreign assistance and $1 billion 
cut from HIV/AIDS funding in his 
spending budget, endangering 
human rights programs at the State 
Department and USAID.

THREAT WIN!

MARCH-APRIL 2017
To preserve U.S. spending for human 
rights, AJWS mobilized through 
coalitions including the Interfaith 
Working Group on Foreign Assistance, 
InterAction and International Family 
Planning Coalition. We also brought 
prominent American rabbis, including 
our Global Justice Fellows, to lobby 
22 Congressional o®ces to support 
$58.8 billion for the State Department. 
They helped secure a record number 
of signatures on a Congressional 
letter urging full funding for the U.S. 
initiative to �ght AIDS worldwide.

JULY 2017
AJWS sta� joined 
other faith leaders to 
lobby on Capitol Hill 
for full funding for 
poverty relief.

MARCH 2018 
During these hotly contested negotiations, AJWS 
brought 26 rabbis to Capitol Hill to lobby for 
full foreign aid funding and �ght against threats 
to reproductive rights, including the attempt to 
make the Global Gag Rule permanent law.

Advocacy Advocacy

SEPTEMBER 2017
The House passed its version of 
the budget, with many of Trump’s 
proposed cuts intact. The Senate 
pushed for more funding, and 
budget negotiations stalled.

FEBRUARY 2018
Bipartisan leadership of the House 
and Senate reached a “grand bargain” 
to avert a crisis by proposing a budget 
large enough to cover some of the 
accounts Trump sought to dismantle. 
They turned it over to committees to 
hash out what would stay in and  
what would get cut.

Impasse Progress

Photo by 
 Jonathan Torgovnik
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MEETING THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF

PHILANTHROPIC 
INTEGRITY

“FOUR STARS”  
by Charity Navigator  

for 16 years
ALL 20  

of Better Business  
Bureau’s standards  

for charity 
accountability“A” RATING 

by CharityWatch 
(formerly American  

Institute of  
Philanthropy)  

since 2004
AWARD: 

“2017 Email Fundraising  
Appeal of the Year” 
by Direct Marketing  

Fundraiser’s Association
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EARTH SMART In Mexico’s Oaxaca state, AJWS 
grantee Union de Organizaciones de la Sierra 
Juarez, Oaxaca (UNOSJO) is teaching indigenous 
children about the importance of their ancestral 
land by helping them grow food and care for small 
gardens at their school. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik 

“ I’m the second generation in my family to 
support AJWS—and I hope my daughter 
will be the third. Being part of this 
community is helping me nurture her own 
budding passion for social justice.” 

—JULIE GOLDSTEIN, educator and  
AJWS supporter 
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2018 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

EXPENDITURES

85.4%
PROGRAMS

10.0%
DEVELOPMENT

4.6%
FINANCE AND 

ADMINISTRATION

Expense    $ %
Programs      45,241,296  85.40%
Finance and Administration      2,415,865  4.56%
Development       5,318,991   10.04%
Total      52,976,152  100.00%

American Jewish World Service, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position as of April 30, 2018 
(with summarized comparative ¢nancial information as of April 30, 2017)

2018 2017

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents  $13,988,899    $22,130,290   

Contributions receivable, net  27,102,721    10,356,784   

Investments, at fair value  14,549,652    12,541,730   

Prepaid expenses and other assets  821,055    592,159   

Property and equipment, net  888,164    823,393   

Total assets  $57,350,491    $46,444,356   

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $545,706    $1,503,371   

Grants payable  6,375,101    6,812,577   

Deferred rent  731,708    557,357   

Unearned revenue  108,162    111,949   

Charitable gift annuity obligations  194,707    176,013   

Total liabilities  7,955,384    9,161,267   

Net assets:
Unrestricted:

Undesignated  228,838    652,667   

Designated for donor-advised fund  2,849,243    10,226,907   

Board-designated for reserve fund  9,761,210    6,364,952   

Board-designated for working capital fund  3,993,375    4,720,973   

Total unrestricted  16,832,666    21,965,499   

Restricted  32,562,441    15,317,590   

Total net assets  49,395,107    37,283,089   

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  $57,350,491    $46,444,356   
 
  

The Statements of Financial Position and Activities were derived from 
the 2018 audited ¢nancial statements of American Jewish World 
Service, Inc. The complete audited ¢nancial statements and Form 
990 for 2018 are available on our website. Our independent auditor is 
Grant Thornton LLP.
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American Jewish World Service, Inc.
Statement of Activities for the year ended April 30, 2018 
(with summarized comparative ¢nancial information for the year ended April 30, 2017)

2018 2017
UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL TOTAL

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Contributions:

Individuals  $12,025,251    $23,770,294    $35,795,545    $26,743,044   
Donor-advised fund  8,500,000    -    8,500,000    34,000,000   
Bequests  276,541    300,000    576,541    298,238   
Foundations and corporations  604,742    17,826,551    18,431,293    3,785,547   
Government agencies  258,014    -    258,014    261,499   
Special event revenue, net of expenses of $51,269 in 2018 and $289,731 in 2017  104,733    -    104,733    729,439   
Donated services and goods  577,857    -    577,857    530,179   

Investment return, net of expenses of $54,162 in 2018 and $35,371 in 2017  468,865    498    469,363    317,950   
Study tour fees and miscellaneous revenue  374,317    507    374,824    353,284   
Net assets released from restrictions  24,652,999    (24,652,999)   -    -   
TOTAL REVENUES AND SUPPORT  47,843,319    17,244,851    65,088,170    67,019,180   

EXPENDITURES

Program services:

Programs  39,350,299    -    39,350,299    53,389,852   
Communications  3,544,231    -    3,544,231    3,958,231   
Strategic learning, research and evaluation  2,346,766    -    2,346,766    2,256,955   

Total program services expenses  45,241,296    -    45,241,296    59,605,038   

Supporting services:
Finance and administration  2,415,865    -    2,415,865    2,720,750   
Development  5,318,991    -    5,318,991    5,238,762   

Total supporting services expenses  7,734,856    -    7,734,856    7,959,512   
TOTAL EXPENSES  52,976,152    -    52,976,152    67,564,550   

Change in net assets  (5,132,833)   17,244,851    12,112,018    (545,370)  
Beginning net assets  21,965,499    15,317,590    37,283,089    37,828,459   
ENDING NET ASSETS  $16,832,666    $32,562,441    $49,395,107    $37,283,089   
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SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY Left: Supporters connect with Indian youth receiving 
leadership training from AJWS grantee SAMVADA. Opposite page: Rabbis in AJWS’s 
Global Justice Fellowship learn advocacy skills from activists confronting discrimination 
in the Dominican Republic. Photographs by Christine Han

You are our partners in building momentum  
for justice.

Building momentum for social change takes courage, commitment, and 
the hard work of thousands. It also takes signi�cant �nancial resources. 

If you made a gift to AJWS this year, you were an essential partner  
in changing lives. 

You joined with millions of women and girls around the world in their 
�ght for gender equality and you stood alongside more than 700,000 
Rohingya refugees as they made the desperate journey to safety in 
Bangladesh. You acted hand-in-hand with scores of Salvadoran and 
Haitian farmers who insisted that their local water supply must not 
be poisoned by mining, and you helped make history when AJWS’s 
advocacy helped thwart our government’s attempt to enshrine the 
Global Gag Rule into law. 

Your generosity enabled progress in a year of immense brokenness. 

Together, we’ve helped people rise out of poverty and advance equality, 
justice and peace in their communities in 19 countries in the developing 
world. We’ve made real and tangible progress in �ghting growing 
authoritarianism and violence around the globe. We will continue these 
�ghts, ever grateful for your partnership and your belief that a more 
perfect world is possible. 

THANK YOU.

OUR SUPPORTERS 
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40,000*  
Donors of  
all ages14,000* 

Activists

117,000
Social media 
followers

58,000
E-mail subscribers

* Made a donation or took 
action between 2015-2018

JEWISH ENGAGEMENT FOR JUSTICE

1,800 rabbis in our clergy network

15 Global Justice Fellows—rabbis honing their 
leadership for social change

413 alumni of the fellowship fostering activism from 
pulpits and communities across the U.S.

200,000+ downloads of our Haggadah and other 
Jewish social justice resources

AJWS unites the power of 170,000 supporters from all 50 states and 
around the world. Adding up the impact of our community—from the 
young professionals of Global Circle to the legacy donors who support 
our work in perpetuity through planned giving—we are changing millions 
of lives together.

170,000 SUPPORTERS



44

The following pages acknowledge our generous donors who have contributed  
to AJWS during our fiscal years 2017 and 2018 (May 1, 2016-April 30, 2018).

GLOBAL JUSTICE DEFENDERS
$1 million and above
Digicel Foundation Haiti

Dobkin Family Foundation

Foundation for a Just Society

The Horowitz Family Foundation

The Kendeda Fund

The Klarman Family Foundation

Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation

Charles and Lynn Schusterman  
Family Foundation

Anonymous (3)

VISIONARIES
$500,000-999,000
11th Hour Project

Charina Endowment Fund

Ronay and Richard Menschel

Rabbi Suzanne Offit and Andy Offit

Bill Resnick and Michael J. Stubbs

Anonymous (1)

BEACONS
$250,000-499,999
Arcus Foundation

Dr. Marion Bergman and Stanley Bergman

Marcy and Bob Haber

Ruth and Stephen Hendel

Judy and Mark Kahn

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum

The Mendelsohn Family Fund

Marcella Kanfer Rolnick and Josh Rolnick/ 
Lippman Kanfer Foundation for  
Living Torah

In Memory of Rose L. Shure* and  
Sidney N. Shure*

Anonymous (2)

CHAMPIONS
$100,000-249,999
The Abelow Family Foundation

Jacob and Hilda Blaustein  
Foundation

Jeanne Blaustein and Peter Bokor

Joshua Blum

Nathan Cummings Foundation

Lori Oleinick Dube and  
Monte Dube

Eileen and Richard Epstein

Frieze Family Foundation

Ken and Tamar Frieze

Diane and Guilford Glazer Donor  
Advised Fund

Jodi Glucksman

Jocelyn Goldfein and Bryan Johnson

The Leslie and Roslyn Goldstein Foundation

Sally Gottesman

The Gottesman Fund

GT Foundation

Lois and Dick Gunther

Anne Hess and Craig Kaplan

Carol M. Joseph

Jim Joseph Foundation

Cathy and Jim Koshland

Kathleen and Richard Levin

Amy Mandel and Katina Rodis Fund

Sonia T. Marschak

Jimena P. Martinez and  
Michael J. Hirschhorn

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

Carolyn Murray and Bradley Abelow

Open Society Foundations

The Overbrook Foundation

Pears Foundation

Benjamin Polayes Family Trust

Posner Foundation of Pittsburgh

Amy and Eric Sahn

Tikva Grassroots Empowerment  
Fund of Tides Foundation

Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund

Winograd-Hutner Family

Wright/Mandel Charitable Trust

Anonymous (6)

INVESTORS
$50,000-99,999
Tracey and Michael Delfiner

Dorot Foundation

Douglas Durst

Epstein Teicher Philanthropies

The Moses Feldman Family Foundation

The Fine and Greenwald Foundation

Jacob Friedman Charitable Fund

Rabbi Elyse Frishman and  
Rabbi Daniel Freelander

Global Impact

Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo & Co. LLC 
Matching Gift Program

Diane and Marc Greenwald

Harriet Heyman and Michael Moritz

Pamela Klem and Thomas Dubin

Linda Lipsett and Jules Bernstein

Stacy Mandel and Keith Palagye

Resnick Foundation

Rothman Family Foundation

Jolie Schwab and David Hodes

Elizabeth and Gaurav Seth

Judith and Jack Stern

Anonymous (3)

INNOVATORS
$25,000–49,999
AJG Foundation

Arnow Family Fund

Lisa and David Auerbach

Dr. Neal A. Baer

Meredith and Andrew Ball

The Barrington Foundation, Inc.

Debbie M. and William P. Becker

Carole Ann Berkowitz

Drs. Michelle Berlin-Lowe and Robert Lowe

Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation

Bloomberg Philanthropies

Cole-Crone Family Foundation

DONORS

*Of blessed memory
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Congregation Emanu-El of  
the City of New York

Dvora Joseph Davey

Marc David Foundation

Judy and Krijn de Jonge

Arthur Dover

James Dubey

Episcopal Relief and Development

Equitas

Victoria and Ben Feder

Renée B. Fisher Foundation

Marty Friedman

John and Marcia Goldman Foundation

Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund

Gregory Gottlieb

Heller Foundation

Hellman Foundation

The Audrey and Sydney Irmas  
Charitable Foundation

Jewish Federations of North America, 
Washington, DC

Merle and Morton Kane

Key Foundation

Leslie Family Foundation

The Lodestar Foundation

Susan Lowenberg and Joyce Newstat

Mann Family Foundation

Lori A. Martin and Christopher L. Eisgruber

Ruth W. Messinger and Andrew Lachman

Mills Family Foundation

Jill Minneman and Thomas Fulcher

Joanne Moore

The Morningstar Foundation

Hanna and Jeffrey Moskin Family Fund at 
the New York Community Trust

Oreg Foundation

Louis and Harold Price Foundation

Lisa and John Pritzker Family Fund

Rita and Herbert Rosen Family Foundation 
recommended by Michele and Stanley 
Rosen and Judy and Krijn de Jonge

The Edward John and Patricia Rosenwald 
Foundation

D. Roskin

Nathalie Rubens and Saul Goodman

Sager Family Charitable Fund

Samueli Foundation

Robert Sillins Family Foundation

Mary Simms

Barbara and Ronald Stack

The Allen A. Stein Family Foundation

Sharon Stein

Marjorie and L. Brian Tommer

UJA-Federation of New York

Barbara and Scott Waxman

Francine Lavin Weaver

Myriam Weinstein

Anonymous (18)

GLOBAL CITIZENS
$10,000–24,999
Elly and Frederick Alexander

Edith and Philip Altbach

Apple Matching Gift Program

Annette Applebaum Revocable Trust

Carol Baker and Mark Stein

Robert Bank and Alan Cohen

Philip and Daniele Barach Foundation

Donna Barrows

Charlotte Behrendt and Bernard M. Plum

The Frances and Benjamin Benenson 
Foundation Inc.

Dr. Georgette Bennett and  
Dr. Leonard Polonsky

Phyllis and Arthur Berger

Berkowitz Family Foundation

Laura Bernstein

Raquel Bierzwinsky

Bloom/Silma Family Fund

Julie and Steve Bram

Bresky Foundation

Jacob and Frances O. Brown Family Fund

Martha Campbell

Donald and Carole Chaiken Foundation

Dr. Lisa M. Cohen

Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen Foundation

Nancy C. Cooper Charitable Fund

Nancy Cott

Drs. Elizabeth Coyle and Yair Grinberg

Katharine D’Amora and Avram Hornik

Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation

The Diamond Family

Alisa and Dan Doctoroff

Doppelt Family Foundation of the Jewish 
Federation of Palm Beach County

Debra Zarlin Edelman and Scott A. Edelman

Gail and Gerald Eiselman

Barbara and Joseph Ellis

Lois and Richard England Family Foundation

Falik Philanthropic Fund

Sybil Fields

The Fife Cragin Charitable Trust

Ellen Paradise Fisher and Franklin Fisher

Joel L. Fleishman

Lois and Larry Frank

Vanessa and Isaac Frank

Susan Friedlander

Friedman Heiman Philanthropic Fund

Florence and Meyer Frucher

Albert B. Glickman Family Foundation

Lynda M. Goldstein

The Goodfriend Family

Goodman-Lipman Family Foundation

Google Matching Gift Program

Jane Gottesman and Geoffrey Biddle

Harry Gottlieb

Lillian and Richard Gray

Alice and Steven Greenwald

Asseo Griliches Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies Endowment Fund, 
Cambridge, MA

Marilyn and Mike Grossman Foundation

Liz and Steve Gruber

Celeste and Jack Grynberg

The Hedges Charitable Fund

John Hedges

Mark Heiman Family Foundation

Anita Hirsh

Joan and Peter Hoffman

David Holzer

Madeleine Holzer

The Victor and Lorraine Honig Fund 

Janice Honigberg

Rachel and J. David Jacobs

The Aline and Leo Jacobsohn Foundation

Ellen Joss

Cecil Jowell Family Charitable Trust

Evan Kanon

Deborah Kanter and David Bartis

The Katzin Foundation

DONORS
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Wendy Kleckner and Dr. Howard Kleckner

Lana and Steven Kleiman

Sue Ellen Klein

Amy Klette Newman Foundation

George and Amy Klette Newman 
Foundation

Sally Kornblith

Phyllis Koshland

Landau Family Foundation

Wendy Landman and Joel Weissman

Laura Lauder

Laura Heller Lauder and Gary Lauder

Legacy Venture VI, LLC

Frances* and Elliot Lehman*

The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund

Lesbian Equity Fund, Kathy Levinson  
and Naomi Fine

Levine Family Foundation

Elliott Levy

Peachy Levy

Diana and Derek Lidow

Nancy Limprecht and Richard Haines

Robyn Lipton and Bruce Kuhlik

LLS Foundation

Helen Sloss Luey and Leon J. Luey

M&T Fantastic Family Foundation

Linda and William Madway

Phyllis Mandler and Gary Elden

Melanie Marcus and Christopher Leonard

Barbara J. Meislin / Purple Lady Fund

Carol Yanowitz Miller and Bruce Miller

Drs. Lisa and Yaron Minsky-Primus

Linda Mirels

The Mishan Family

Gale Mondry and Bruce Cohen

Paul and Sandra Montrone

Judith and Grant Morris

Sara Moss and Michael Gould

Murray Nathan Philanthropic Fund

Carol Navsky and Howard Branz

Nickoll Family Foundation

Dr. Ilana Nossel and Jordan Kolar

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
Matching Gift Program

Louis Perwien

The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation 
of Minnesota

Abigail Pogrebin and David Shapiro

Joni and Russ Pratt

Lisa and Daniel Price

Mortimer J. Propp Legacy for Orthodox 
Hebrew Day Schools, Inc.

Jill Prosky and Jim Posner,  
Posner-Wallace Foundation

Abby Pucker, Pritzker Pucker Family 
Foundation

Aaron Rashti Family Foundation

Paula and Daniel Reingold

Renaissance Foundation

Alison and Arnold Richman

Ann Rosenberg and Lorenzo Kampel

Denise and Gary Rosenberg

Sandra and William Rosenfeld

Ellen and Joel Ross

Roundtable Cultural Seminars

Samuels Family Foundation

Marla Schaefer, Director, Rowland and 
Sylvia Schaefer Family Foundation

Suzanne Schecter and Todd Ruback

Kay and Stanley Schlozman

James Schwartz

Sheila and Daniel Segal

Sarene Shanus and Harold Treiber

Murray G. and Beatrice H. Sherman 
Charitable Trust

Jay Shobe

Norma and Ernie Siegler Family Foundation 
of the Jewish Community Federation, 
Cleveland, OH

Silverweed Foundation

Sheila Small and Dr. Bernard E. Small

Stainman Family Foundation

Kristine Stallone

Strear Family Foundation

Jeremy Sugerman

The Sunshine Foundation

Laszlo N. Tauber Family Foundation

Paul J. Taubman

Temple Beth Tefilah

Unit Crane & Shovel Corp

Edna Wardlaw Charitable Trust

Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation

Benjamin Weinberger

Weinstein Foundation, Inc.

Deborah and Peter Wexler

Amy R. Wolf

Otto and Marianne Wolman Foundation

Abigail Yasgur and Joseph Lipner

Deanna and Matt Young

Diane and Howard Zack

Maxine and Jack Zarrow Family Foundation

Zegar Family Foundation

Naomi L. Zikmund-Fisher

Lisa Zwerling and Ron Birnbaum

Anonymous (25)

LEADERS
$5,000–9,999
Patrice K. Aaron Family Foundation

Anne and Andrew Abel

Daniel Abelon

Emily Aber and Robert Wechsler

Adnim Foundation

Eric Alexander

Mimi and Barry Alperin

Aryea Aranoff

Deena Aranoff and Adam Berman

Lucy and Peter Ascoli

Bank of America Matching Gift Program

Rebecca Banyasz

Mara and Danny Baror

Toba Dobkin Barth and Andy Barth

Jane and George Bean

Monica Becker and Edieal Pinker

Stephanie and Dan Becker

Nicole and David Berger

Robyn Bernitt

Ellen Bernstein

Elana Spungen Bildner

Elisa Spungen Bildner and Robert Bildner

Shirley and Jerry Birenz

Nancy and Joseph Blum and Family

Harvey N. Bock

The Sally W. Bock Family Charitable Fund

Linda and Ronald Borkan

Martin and Mary L. Boyer Foundation

Michael Broder

Susan Brooks and Bradley Ruskin

Jennifer Bryant and Bruce Friedland

Susan Bullowa

DONORS

*Of blessed memory
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Ann L. and Lawrence B. Buttenwieser

Laura Chamberlain and Mark Stein

Joyce Chang and David Robbins

Lisa and Matthew Chanoff

Clark Foundation

Anne Cohen

Lawrence Cohen

Lori and Gary Cohen

Melvin and Ryna Cohen Foundation

Hannah S. and Samuel A. Cohn  
Memorial Foundation

David and Ruth S. Coleman Foundation

Pamela Cowan and Steve Miller

Claudia Davidoff and Joseph Kahan

Cynthia DeRuyter and Dr. Brian A. Lisse

Kathy and Sam DiBiase

Cara Eisen and Gil Forer

Lisa and Mitchell Eisen

The Engelberg Foundation

Harold Erdman

Marjorie Feder

Dean Feldman

Five-String Charitable Funds

Amy and Robert Folberg

Foster/Bersin Family Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation, San Diego, CA

Fox Family Foundation

Debra Fram and Eric Schwartz

Samuel Freedman Charitable Trust

Susan K. Freedman and  
Rabbi Richard Jacobs

Ziva Freiman

Eleanor Friedman and Jonathan Cohen

Jane Grenadier Friedman and  
Robert Friedman

Jane Frydman

Full Circle Living

Drs. Marianne and Stephen Garber

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

GE Foundation Matching Gift Program

Debra Gelber and Avrom Pfeffer

Madelaine Georgette Charitable Fund

Dr. John Gilman

Dr. Frances Ginsberg

Michael Gitlin

Sari Gluckin and Lance Friedmann

Dr. Barbara Gold and Stephen Gold

Laurie Goldstein and Jonathan Marshall

Amy Gordon and Daniel Dunn

Joanne and Jeffrey Grant

Susan Greenberg-Englander and  
Jeff Englander

Greenberger Family Fund

Rennie and David Greenfield

Lisa and Joshua Greer

Ellen Grobman

Mignon and James Groch

Kathryn Grody and Mandy Patinkin

Arie and Eva Halpern Family Foundation

Janice H. Halpern

Irving Harris Foundation at the 
recommendation of Nancy Meyer and 
Marc Weiss

Shelley Wolf Harris and Steven Harris

Jacqueline and Leonard Haynes

Hazon and the New York Ride

Dr. Howard Mark Heller

Sally Hoffman

The Sherman Hogan Family  
Charitable Fund

Dr. Annette Hollander and Myron Kaplan

Dana and Peter Hopper

Barbara Horowitz

Sharyn Horowitz

Joanne Hovis and Andrew Afflerbach

Intel Involved Matching Grant Program

Mark Jacobs and Daniel Barash

Samita Jacobs

Max Kagan Family Foundation

Kaplan Family Foundation

Alice Kaplan

Helen Kaplan

Roslyn Kaplan and Family Fund of The 
Pittsburgh Foundation, Pittsburgh, PA

Rabbis Nancy Kasten and David Stern

Patricia Kates and Henry Brady

Marilyn Katzman

Mildred Kayden

Patricia Kenner

Michael Kernish

Ethel Klein and Edward Krugman

Mrs. Judy S. Klein

Joan and Robert Klivans

Robin Kosberg and Rabbi Mark Washofsky

Nicholas Kroll

Gail Krowech

The Mark Krueger Charitable Trust

Stuart Kurlander

Johnnie Lachman

Lee and Luis Lainer Family Foundation

Landman Family Charitable Foundation

Lapporte-Frankel Family  
Philanthropic Fund

Mindy Lauerlevin and Edward Levin

Lauren Lavoie and Kenny Wolf

Alice Lawrence Foundation

Susan Lebovitz and Joseph Edelman

The Lederer Foundation

Melanie and Pascal Levensohn

Michael D. Levin and Joanne Levin 
Foundation

Deborah Levine and Marc Cohen

Howard and Irene Levine Family 
Foundation

Linda H. and Arnold J. Levine

Michele Lieban Levine and Robert Levine

Liza and Michael Levy Family Fund

Eileen Lewis

JoEllen and Don Loeb

Nancy and Thomas Lurie

Maine Community Foundation

Uri J. Man

Claudia Marbach and Daniel Jackson

Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation

Helen and William Mazer Foundation

The Mazur Family Foundation

Debia and Robert McCulloch

David and Holly Mendel Fund

Merck Partnership for Giving

Daryl Messinger and Jim Heeger

Paulette Meyer and David Friedman

Roslyn Milstein Meyer and Jerome Meyer 
Foundation

Marisa Meyers

Microsoft Matching Gift Program

Lois and Jay Miller

John and Ann Montgomery Fund

Tamara and Richard Morgenstern

Elizabeth Nadell and Dr. Ira J. Nadell

DONORS
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Melanie and Allan Nelkin

The Nike Family

Peg and Jeffrey Padnos

Abby Pariser and Peter Gollon

Daphne and Michael Parker

Kathleen Peratis

Phillips-Green Foundation, Inc.

Pier Sixty, LLC

Yvonne and Leslie Pollack Family 
Foundation

Gene and Ruth Posner Foundation

Gloria and Joe Pryzant

James and Susan Ratner Family Foundation

Jane Reece

Kathleen Reich and Kenneth Meyer

The Frances and Abraham Reichman 
Charitable Trust

Nancy Reichman and Charles Gwirtsman

The Richmon Family

Benjamin J. Robinson

Peter J. Robinson

Karen and Charlie Roemer in memory  
of Steven L. Roemer

Joan and Seth Rosen

Terry Rosenberg and The William 
Rosenberg Family Foundation

Clare Rosenfield

The Max and Tillie Rosenn Foundation

Joyce Zinbarg Rosenthal and  
Steve Rosenthal

Michael and Margaret Rosenzweig 
Philanthropic Fund

Ruth D. Rosin

Julie Goldman Rosner and Robert Rosner

Deborah and Darren Ross

Cappy and Beth Rothman Family 
Foundation

Nancy and Miles Rubin

Janice M. Rudbart Charitable Foundation

Alissa Kampner Rudin

David S. Sabih and Anna Swartley

Dr. Beth Sackler and Jeffrey Cohen

Jerri and Marshal Safron

Elaine Saltiel

Robyn Samuels and Bruce Shragg

Lela and Gerry Sarnat

Sbar Family Foundation

The Schear Family

Scheuer-Fraedrick Family Charitable Trust

The Schiffman Family Foundation

Barbara Schreiber and Michael Lambert

Howard Schreier

Sally Scott and James Potash

Leslie C. Seeman and David M. Becker

Sherry Segerman and Lawrence P. Blaskopf 

Ethel Seid

The Shapiro Family Foundation

The Shepard Family Philanthropy Fund

Elizabeth and David Sherman

Joan Sherman

Andrew Shore

Susan Sidel and Dr. James Sidel

Florence Siegel and Jerry Block

Dr. Joyce Silberstang and Richard A. Rosen

Drs. Taaly and Adam Silberstein

Sybil and Daniel Silver

Lisa Silverman and Brian Israel

Rita Sislen

Julie Sissman and Phil Richter

Naomi Sobel and Rabbi Becky Silverstein

Linda and Arnold Spellun

Ruth Stolz

Szilvia Szmuk-Tanenbaum

Sharon and Todd Tenenholz

Susan Thal

Dr. Jan Thompson and Paul Goldstein

Gabrielle Tiven

Ilene M. Traiger and Joseph C. Shapiro

Karen Tucker and Dr. Jerry Avorn

UnitedHealth Group Matching  
Gift Program

Carol A. Weitz

Diane and Michael Werner

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Widom

Ruth and Bob Wilkoff

Wolman-Fulker Fund

Cindy and Jacob Worenklein

Linda Press Wulf and Dr. Stanley Wulf

Wynne Charitable Foundation

Drs. Jill and Stefan Zechowy

Ziering Family Foundation

Deborah L. Zimmer

Diane Zultowsky and Dr. Alec Cecil

Jane Zwisohn and Robert Schwartz

Anonymous (46)

AMBASSADOR CIRCLE
$1–4,999
Gifts in this category represent AJWS’s  
largest donor group. We are deeply grateful 
for your ongoing passion for social justice 
and commitment to AJWS.

ESTATE GIFTS
Thank you to our donors, of blessed memory, 
whose contributions from their estates leave 
an enduring benefit to AJWS.

Estate of Gail M. Bendit

Helaine J. Burstein Trust

Estate of Nina Byers

Estate of Daniel Eth

Estate of Marcia F. Goldberg

Estate of Geraldine Hayes

Estate of Rose L. and Morris Kraft

Estate of Harvey M. Krueger

Estate of Daniel E. Lyons

Robert H. Mandel Trust

Estate of Lawrence S. Phillips

Estate of Rose Polonsky Feldman

In Memory of Ben and Jenny Porter

Estate of Neysa Pritikin

Robert A. Michael Rankin Revocable  
Living Trust

Estate of Jerry Rosenstein

Linda J. Rubin Trust

In Memory of Rose L. Shure and  
Sidney N. Shure

Estate of Michael B. Slone

Arthur H. Stone 1993 Revocable Trust

Jonas Waxman Trust

Weissman Family Trust

Anonymous (2)

SPECIAL THANKS
To the law firms Proskauer; Paul Hastings 
LLP; and Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & 
Loewy LLP, for providing AJWS with pro 
bono legal services.

DONORS
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AJWS RUTH W. MESSINGER RESERVE FUND
Thank you to the inaugural donors who have contributed to our reserve fund, 
launched in 2016, ensuring the continuity and strength of AJWS’s programs.

Monica Anderson-Snow and Edward Snow

Dr. Marion Bergman and Stanley Bergman

Charina Endowment Fund

Dobkin Family Foundation

Lori Oleinick Dube and Monte Dube

James Dubey

Douglas Durst

Dr. Batya Elbaum and Dr. Daniel Messinger

Eileen and Richard Epstein

Jacob Friedman Charitable Fund

Rabbi Elyse Frishman and Rabbi Daniel Freelander

Sally Gottesman

Lois and Dick Gunther

Carol M. Joseph

The Kendeda Fund

The Klarman Family Foundation

Cathy and Jim Koshland

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum

Kathleen and Richard Levin

Joanne Moore

Marcella Kanfer Rolnick and Josh Rolnick/ 
  Lippman Kanfer Foundation for Living Torah

Amy and Eric Sahn

Kay and Stanley Schlozman

Jolie Schwab and David Hodes

In Memory of Rose L. Shure and Sidney N. Shure

Florence Siegel and Jerry Block

Judith and Jack Stern

Bill Resnick and Michael J. Stubbs

Anonymous (5)

“�I’m giving to people whose religion, background, 
ethnicity and geography are totally different from 
my own, but I’ve never felt more Jewish. AJWS has 
given me access to a redefined Jewish identity that 
fits my values and my worldview.”

—HOWARD MANDEL
AJWS supporter and Co-President of  

Peppertree Capital Management, Inc.

OPTIMISM FOR PEACE Adama Bodian (in blue) and her family are recovering 
from years of civil war in Casamance, Senegal. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik
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RABBIS TRAVEL FOR CHANGE AJWS Global Justice Fellows in Guatemala for 
a week-long training on advocacy and human rights. Photos by Christine Han

2017-2018 FELLOWS

Rabbi Laura Abrasley

Rabbi Noah Farkas

Rabbi Andrew Feig

Rabbi Justin Goldstein

Rabbi Lila Kagedan

Rabbi Adina Lewittes

Rabbi Joseph Meszler

Rabbi Ariella Rosen

Rabbi Ilana Schachter

Rabbi Howard Stecker

Rabbi Elliot Tepperman

Rabbi Elie Weinstock

Rabbi David Weizman

Rabbi Julie Zupan

2018-2019 FELLOWS

Rabbi Adam Baldachin

Rabbi Aderet Drucker

Rabbi Jessica Zimmerman Graf

Rabbi Sharyn Henry

Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster

Rabbi Michael Knopf

Rabbi Barbara Penzner

Rabbi Jill Perlman

Rabbi Eve Posen

Rabbi Philip “Flip” Rice

Rabbi Michael Rothbaum

Rabbi Dean Shapiro

Rabbi Eric Solomon

Rabbi Susan Talve

Rabbi David Wirtschafter



LAND IS LIFE Hillsides in Oaxaca, Mexico, where AJWS 
grantee UNOSJO defends the natural resources that 
have sustained indigenous people for generations.  
Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik
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Bradley Abelow 

Jay Cohan

Barbara Dobkin*

James Dubey

Eileen Epstein

Marty Friedman*

Ken Frieze

Rabbi Elyse Frishman

Marc Greenwald

Michael Hirschhorn

Carol Joseph

Sharon Leslie

Kathleen Levin*

Carol Yanowitz Miller

Jill Minneman 

Rabbi Suzanne O®t 

Bill Resnick

Bruce E. Rosenblum

Eric Sahn

Elizabeth Galatin Seth

Judith C. Stern

Scott Waxman

AJWS BOARD OF TRUSTEES

CHAIR
Monte Dube

TREASURER
Tom Dubin 

SECRETARY
Jolie Schwab

VICE CHAIRS
Marion Bergman

James Koshland

PRESIDENT AND CEO
Robert Bank

Thank you to our dedicated and longstanding board members 
who completed their terms of service in 2018:

Neal Baer

Howard Kleckner

Beth Kraft

Russ Pratt

Marcella Kanfer Rolnick

Bea Wilderman

*Past chair

WORK WITH MEANING Members of AJWS’s sta� and board 
connect, collaborate, travel and celebrate a year of meaningful 
progress in advancing human rights around the globe.  
Photos by Christine Han, except bottom left by Kristin Little

OUR TEAM
BOARD & STAFF
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EXECUTIVE TEAM

Robert Bank, President and CEO
Amy Pasquale, Executive Vice President 
Margo Bloom, Vice President for Development 
Jacqueline Hart, Vice President for Strategic Learning,   
  Research and Evaluation
Stuart Schear, Vice President for Communications 
Kristine Stallone, Vice President for Finance and 
  Administration 
Shari Turitz, Vice President for Programs  

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Joshua Fried, Chief of Sta«

AJWS STAFF 
DEVELOPMENT

Beth Friedmann, Director of Development Operations
Tami Lesser, Director of Major Gifts 
Stefanie Rubin, Director of Donor Engagement 
Alon Shalev, Executive Director, San Francisco  
  and Western Region
Brad Sugar, Director, Chicago and Midwest 
Nicole Carras 
Rachel Furey 
Lila Glick
Neely Grobani 
Samantha Kossin 
Jay Kotowski 
Ahna Machan
Chelsea Meacham
Kaylan Pedine 
Aliza Schlusselberg
Lily Schorr
Stephanie Sheehan
Larissa Siegel
Audrey Silverman
Bojana Stoparic
Allison Tamer 
Jill Weitz 
Shifra Whiteman
Catherine Wolf
Austin Wrubel

COMMUNICATIONS

Andrew Blossom, Director of Digital Strategy
Elizabeth Leih, Creative Director
Leah Kaplan Robins, Director of Content  
  and Storytelling 
Elizabeth Daube
Malka Friedman-Rosner
Maya Geist
Justin Jacobs
Tamar Karpuj
Kristen Kendrick
Jenn Lavelle
Timothy Lessick
Clara Shapiro
Lanni Solochek

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

Danielle Edwards, Director of Finance 
Corinne Irwin, Director of Human Resources
Corey Lutsky, Director of Information Technology
Julie Reyburn, Director of Risk Management
Shamiza Ali
Monica Anderson-Snow
Tali Chazan
Steven Collado
Hector Echevarria
Chanan Feigenbaum
Kevin Gomez
Andrea Hlopko
Jin Hua Liu
Sasha Mierez
Ruddy Miller
Christopher Rodriguez
Maritza Sanchez
Lauren Schonberger
Yee Chiat Tay
Michelle Woodley

Sta« list continues on the next page.

GLOBAL AMBASSADOR

Ruth W. Messinger

AJWS sta« as of September 2018. Due to security risks 
associated with human rights work, not all of our 
programs sta« and in-country partners appear on this list.
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PROGRAMS

Nikhil Aziz, Director of Land, Water, and Climate 
Justice 

Tracey Gurd, Senior Director of Civil and Political 
Rights and Advocacy

Rori Kramer, Director of Government A«airs 
Jennifer Redner, Director of International 

Advocacy
Lilach Sha�r, Director of International Education 

and Jewish Engagement
Javid Syed, Director of Sexual Health and Rights 
Sam Wolthuis, Director of Disaster Response & 

International Operations 
Sophie Feintuch
Andrea Gillespie 
Joseph Gindi
Christian Giraldo
Jonathan Hulland
Caroline Kouassiaman
Adam Liebling
Alejandra Martin
Olivia Nightingale 
Payal Patel 
Rebecca Reeve
Emily Rugama
Shayna Saliman
Harry Samuels
Narwan Seraj
Jasmine Smith
Je�rey Stein
Hannah Weilbacher
Mallory Womble

IN-COUNTRY SUPPORT

Raquel Casares Garcia, Dominican Republic
Dorothee Molders, El Salvador
Nixon Boumba, Haiti
Amber Munger, Haiti
Manjima Bhattacharjya, India
Jyotika Jain, India

STRATEGIC LEARNING, RESEARCH & 
EVALUATION

Irit Houvras, Director of Strategic Learning, 
Research & Evaluation

Muhammed Irfan
Esther Lee
Margo Mullinax 

AJWS President and CEO Robert Bank with young activists in India. Photo by Christine Han

AJWS STAFF 

Praneeta Kapur, India
Devashri Mukherjee, India
Rama Vedula, India
Gitahi Githuku, Kenya
Dayugar Johnson (“DJ”), Liberia
Paulina Vega-Gonzalez, Mexico
Mareme Ndeye Bodian, Senegal
Tabara Ndiaye, Senegal
Nathaporn (“Grib”) Ongwisith, Thailand
Jackie Kintu, Uganda

We express deep gratitude to former members 
of our sta« and board who contributed greatly 
to AJWS’s success in 2018.
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Ugandan women on the shores of Lake Albert, a vital source of fish and income for 
the region’s rural people. Since the lake is being threatened by pollution from oil 
drilling, mining and deforestation, AJWS grantee National Association of Professional 
Environmentalists is organizing local people to advocate for more sustainable and 
equitable use of natural resources. Photo by Christine Han
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PROGRESS AROUND THE WORLD  
Front cover: Senegalese young women and girls are happy to be back to school 
after years away during violent con§ict in Casamance. 
Opposite page: In Chiquirín, El Salvador, LGBTI youth gain pride in their identities 
through a training led by Colectivo LGBTI Estrellas Golfo, La Union. 
Back cover: Revived wetlands in El Salvador. 
Photos by Jonathan Torgovnik

Written by Leah Kaplan Robins, Director of Content and Storytelling

Designed by Elizabeth Leih, Creative Director, and Maya Geist, Graphic Designer
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DONATE
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