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TOGETHER, WE’RE  
BUILDING A NEW WORLD

ANNUAL REPORT 2019



Dear Friends:

As the sun sets on 2019, we look back on a year that presented both heart-wrenching struggles 
and hopeful victories. Racism surged and governments cracked down on essential freedoms. 
Unprecedented droughts, storms and floods caused by climate change claimed lives. Women suffered 
profound threats to their human rights. But we forged ahead to create change. 

In 19 countries around the world, the AJWS community supported 487 extraordinary grassroots 
organizations that persevered in our unceasing fight for justice and equality. 

Our grantees in Guatemala are building a powerful movement to challenge their authoritarian 
government and create a more equitable society. In India, women’s rights activists empowered girls 
to enter new frontiers of education and leadership. Indigenous communities protected their ancestral 
forests in Thailand. Courageous first responders aided survivors of tsunamis in Indonesia and rose to 
stop a horrific genocide in Burma. And here in the U.S., when our government threatened the security 
and humanity of vulnerable people worldwide, we raised our voices on Capitol Hill to insist that our 
representatives pass legislation that protects human rights. 

2020 is on the horizon. And we’re ready for the challenges that lie ahead. 

Thanks to the generosity of supporters like you, we’re building a new world—brick by brick, person 
by person, community by community, movement by movement. Together, we’re acting on our Jewish 
values, passed down generation to generation, to repair the imperfect world we have inherited. 
Inspired by our history, our eyes are on the future.  

It’s a new year, and the urgency of our times demands action. 

Thank you for your support in 2019 and beyond. With our deepest gratitude, 

Robert Bank
President and CEO 

Bradley Abelow
Chair of the Board of Trustees
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Together We’re  
Building a New World 

WHERE ACTION 
LEADS TO CHANGE



COMMUNITY ACTION FOR JUSTICE  
In Malindi, Kenya, vast salt factories have 
poisoned farmland and plunged families deep 
into poverty. AJWS grantee Malindi Rights 
Forum has mobilized this community to fight 
the factories in court and return land to the 
community. Photo by Christine Han
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$36 MILLION* 
Invested in our grantmaking and social 
change strategies in 2019 to advance 
human rights and end poverty in the 
developing world

* Including $5.4 million invested through a donor-advised fund 
AJWS administers.



AFRICA
136 grantees  

LATIN AMERICA &  
THE CARIBBEAN
131 grantees  

ASIA
196 grantees 

CROSS  
REGIONAL  

24 grantees

32% 28% 

34% 

6% 

MAKING CHANGE AROUND THE WORLD 

DISASTER AND  
HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE
27 granteesCIVIL AND   

POLITICAL  
RIGHTS
164 grantees

LAND, WATER AND   
CLIMATE JUSTICE
135 granteesSEXUAL HEALTH 

 AND RIGHTS 
161 grantees

In 2019, AJWS supported 487 social justice organizations fighting poverty and promoting human 
rights in 19 countries. Together, they’re tackling four pressing issues and changing millions of lives.

AFRICA Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Liberia, Senegal, South Sudan, Uganda 

ASIA Bangladesh, Burma, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua

40%

5% 

28% 

27% 

GRANTEES BY REGION GRANTEES BY ISSUE 
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Rekha (center) is ensuring a bright future  
for her daughters. (Read her story on page 17.)  
Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik

We must support the efforts of organizations like 
American Jewish World Service, which are rooted in 
the belief that the first step in creating a just world 
is attaining human rights for all. I look forward to 
walking alongside all of you in this new year, on this 
journey and in this work that we must do.  

— U.S. REPRESENTATIVE JERRY NADLER



BUILDING COLLECTIVE POWER TO MULTIPLY IMPACT 
It takes strength in numbers to counter the powerful forces in the world today that suppress human 
rights, harm vulnerable communities and destroy our planet. That’s why AJWS invested deeply in 
2019 to empower thousands of activists around the world, strengthen the organizations they run, and 
facilitate collaboration between them. Together, they’re creating strong social change movements 
that are rising up to tip the scales toward justice.

29 in-country experts mentor our grantees on strategy, leadership, finance, fundraising, programs 
and risk management—to increase their capacity to make a difference. 

OPPOSITE In May 2019, AJWS convened 21 Guatemalan grantees for a three-day retreat. The activists formed bonds that will strengthen 
their growing movement to confront authoritarian leadership in their government and bolster justice and equality in the country.  
Photo by Christine Han

AJWS GRANTEES BELONG TO 38 SOCIAL CHANGE MOVEMENTS WORLDWIDE, INCLUDING: 

LGBTQI rights l Women’s rights l Sexual and reproductive health and rights  

Sex workers’ rights l Land rights l Water rights l Forest rights  

Agrarian reform l Food sovereignty l Indigenous Peoples’ rights l Climate justice 

Youth l Ethnic rights l Citizenship rights l Peace l Democracy 

82% of our grantees are 
members of networks or 
coalitions that work together 
to effect more change.

39% of our grantees 
are young organizations 
founded within  5 years of 
their first AJWS grant.

93% of our grantees 
engage in advocacy to 
advance laws and policies  
to promote human rights.
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It was really fruitful to be able to spend time with 
people from different organizations, get to know 
each other, and see how we can ally. We are all united 
by the defense of human rights. 

— A member of AJWS grantee Bufete Jurídico de Derechos  
Humanos, at the AJWS convening in Guatemala



TRANSFORMING LAWS AND LIVES WORLDWIDE
AJWS grantees and the movements they’re a part of are currently working to shape more 
than 150 laws, policies and precedent-setting court cases to protect human rights locally, 
regionally and nationally. 

DISPLACED GUATEMALANS WIN LAND 
Impact: 81 indigenous families
Land is the source of life for indigenous Mayan 
families—but many have spent decades 
uprooted because landowners evict them 
at their whim, sometimes by force. In 2019, 
after navigating a complex government land 
program, AJWS grantee Comité Campesino del 
Altiplano (CCDA) secured official legal titles 
for 81 displaced families to own land together. 
Now, for the first time in generations, they’re 
laying down roots in their own soil.

EL SALVADOR ADVANCES TRANS RIGHTS   
Impact: Trans and gender non-binary 
Salvadorans
In 2018, after years of advocacy by AJWS grantees 
and others, the FMLN (a major political party) 
introduced a groundbreaking bill enabling 
Salvadorans to change their gender on official 
documents. While the bill faces an uphill battle 
in a conservative Parliament, in May 2019 elected 
officials agreed to hold hearings to consider it. 
This progress comes on the heels of a new policy 
passed in 2018 to improve how the Salvadoran 
justice department treats LGBTQI people.  

PHOTO CREDITS (from far left): Christine Han, Jonathan Torgovnik, deCOALonize, and Rhateel Photography
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LGBTQI KENYANS FIGHT ANTI-GAY LAW
Impact: Millions of LGBTQI Kenyans 
In May 2019, a coalition including 
AJWS grantees challenged a cruel anti-
homosexuality law in Kenya’s High Court, 
making global headlines and bringing 
hope to LGBTQI people across the 
country. The court upheld the law, but 
the activists are already planning their 
appeal—if necessary, all the way to the 
Supreme Court. 

KENYAN COURT HALTS COAL PLANT  
Impact: Over 100,000 people in Lamu 
In June 2019, a Kenyan environmental court 
froze plans for a coal plant in a case lodged 
by deCOALonize and litigated by Katiba 
Institute—both AJWS grantees. The ruling 
came just weeks after deCOALonize made 
national headlines by exposing the harm 
that the plant would cause. The power 
company has appealed, but it faces rising 
public opposition to coal, buoyed by recent 
protests and last year’s ruling against a similar, 
environmentally-devastating, multi-billion-
dollar energy project.
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When you are resilient and consistent … success follows. 
Corporations and governments aren’t demigods. If you stand 
up against them when they are in the wrong, you have a good 
chance of winning. Now the world has seen how communities 
can rise and stand for what is right.

— OMAR ELMAWI, Campaign Coordinator of deCOALonize,  
Kenya, which halted a harmful coal plant



As our grantees marched toward justice in their own countries, our staff on Capitol Hill advanced 
legislation and policy to promote U.S. action on the very same human rights issues. We also 
mobilized hundreds of influential rabbis from across the country to join these campaigns and inspire 
their congregants and communities to call for justice by our side.

JEWISH COALITION SEEKS JUSTICE FOR GENOCIDE 
Since the Rohingya genocide in Burma began in 2017, 
AJWS has launched and led a united Jewish coalition and 
advocated vigorously for U.S. intervention. Our advocacy 
helped secure increased aid in 2018 and sanctions by the 
U.S. government in July 2019. We also ensured that the 
voices of Rohingya activists—pursuing justice for their 
own people—were heard in the halls of power. After our 
grantee Tun Khin testified before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, U.S. lawmakers called the crisis 
a “genocide” for the first time. (Learn more about our 
Rohingya response on page 25.)

JEWISH ADVOCACY FOR JUSTICE

CLERGY FOR JUSTICE Rabbis on Capitol Hill with AJWS in March 2019. Photo by Chuck Kennedy
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AJWS has been one of 
our strongest partners 
in thinking through 
solutions to the 
Rohingya crisis. 
—SENATOR EDWARD MARKEY 



200,000+ Downloads 
of our Jewish justice resources to inspire tikkun 

olam at home

RABBIS AMPLIFY GUATEMALAN PROTEST 
26 clergy descended on Capitol Hill with 
AJWS in March, visiting 62 members 
of Congress. When news broke that 
Guatemala’s Congress was voting that day 
to give amnesty to all those convicted of 
genocide during the country’s civil war, the 
rabbis livestreamed a spontaneous protest 
and wrote an urgent appeal to the State 
Department. Pressured by Guatemala’s 
human rights movement and boosted by 
the rabbis in Washington, the legislators 
cancelled the amnesty vote. 

AJWS CHAMPIONS LEGISLATION ON SEXUAL  
HEALTH & RIGHTS  
Throughout 2019, AJWS defended women’s and LGBTQI 
people’s rights under siege. We advocated to repeal the 
heinous “global gag rule”—which blocks any U.S. funding to 
foreign clinics that offer or even discuss abortion, depriving 
millions of vulnerable people of health care. We also played 
a leading role in crafting and building support for the 
GLOBE Act—bold legislation that would require all U.S. 
foreign agencies to prioritize LGBTQI rights in their work, 
including access to health care for sex workers and other 
at-risk groups. A record number of members of Congress 
supported the GLOBE Act, signaling their belief that 
these rights should be integral to all U.S. foreign policy. 

14 New Global Justice Fellows 
(clergy leading activism for  
social change) in 2019

428 Alumni fostering action 
from their pulpits

25 Jewish organizations 
responding to the Rohingya 
genocide in coalition with AJWS

1,800 Rabbis in our clergy 
network across the U.S.
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 Today we were deeply moved by the words of the rabbis [with 
AJWS] in Washington, D.C. Your words encourage us, make  
us feel safe, and strengthen us in the determination to continue 
fighting to achieve the dignity of all Guatemalans.

—AJWS GRANTEE UDEFEGUA



FREEDOM TO PLAY In Pattani, Thailand, the BUKU 
Football Club warms up for their weekly Saturday night 
game. In Thailand’s conservative South, the team is a rare 
safe space for young women, girls and LGBTQI people to 
play, lead and be themselves. Photo by Allison Joyce

Together We’re 
Building a New World

WHERE WOMEN &  
GIRLS THRIVE
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In a year when reproductive 
choice was under fire 
and LGBTQI people were 
persecuted in countries around 
the world, AJWS supported 161 
organizations empowering 
women, girls and LGBTQI 
people to promote equality, 
stop violence, and live with 
dignity, safety and health.

161 GRANTEES PROMOTING SEXUAL HEALTH & RIGHTS

98
Empowering 
Adolescent 
Girls

64
Stopping Child 
Marriage

32
Ending  
Gender-Based 
Violence

76
Defending  
LGBTQI Rights

35
Ensuring Safety 
& Health For 
Sex Workers



CHAMPIONING SEXUAL HEALTH & RIGHTS AROUND THE GLOBE

KICKING OFF NEW OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR GIRLS
In Pattani, a conservative Muslim town 
in southern Thailand, rigid gender roles 
severely limit the lives of women and girls. 
Dr. Anticha Sangchai wanted to change 
that: She established BUKU to create a safe 
space to discuss taboo topics like sexuality 
and gender, and expand opportunities for 
women, girls and LGBTQI people. Noticing 
that local parents barred their daughters 
from playing sports, Anticha launched a 
soccer team open to everyone. Today, the 
players are cheered by their families and 
exude newfound confidence—both on and 
off the field.     

We encourage women to think about freedom, 
about living their lives with strength.  

—DR. ANTICHA SANGCHAI, Founder of BUKU, Thailand 

MAKING SPACES SAFE FOR LGBTQI PEOPLE  
In El Salvador’s conservative society, trans women 
are often ostracized from their families and 
blocked from jobs. Many are forced to live on the 
streets, leading to frequent clashes with police and 
sometimes time in prison—a particularly dangerous 
place if you’re trans. A trans woman named Naomi 
was sent to a men’s penitentiary, where she was 
beaten by prisoners and guards. But COMCAVIS 
Trans (pictured) taught her how to advocate for 
herself and made sure she wasn’t alone. After her 
release, they hired her to help other trans inmates 
survive their terms. 

Bianka Rodríguez, executive director of  
COMCAVIS Trans, won a prestigious award  
from the UN in 2019 for her extraordinary work.
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CREATING A FUTURE WITHOUT FEAR
In Nairobi, Kenya, the intrepid women of Trust for Indigenous 
Culture and Health (TICAH) are championing safety and health, 
many after surviving brutal sexual violence. Miri contracted HIV after 
she was sexually assaulted as a teen, and today provides healthcare 
to other young women. High school senior Grace became a sex 
educator—teaching her peers about consent, safety and sexuality. And 
Amina (pictured), whose childhood was upended by a brutal rape, 
opened a nursery school educating families to prevent abuse. These 
leaders are fearlessly fighting violence and teaching girls that their 
bodies are their own.

VOTING EMPOWERED WOMEN INTO OFFICE
Men have long been the sole elected leaders in Brim village, Senegal. 
But now, women like Elizabeth Sagna are taking political office, 
following the passage of a groundbreaking law that requires half of all 
candidates to be women in Senegalese elections. Elizabeth, a single 
mother in the war-torn Casamance region, has lived through years of 
violence and seen elected leaders ignore women’s safety and other 
needs. USOFORAL supported her campaign, and now she’s making 
sure women’s rights are top priority in her village.  

OPENING DOORS FOR THE NEXT GENERATION 
In Pune, India, Rekha Sapkal (center) makes her living the same 
way her mother did: as a “waste-picker” sorting garbage and selling 
scrap and recyclables. By age 12, she was married. By 13, she was a 
mother who had to work to ensure her family’s survival. But with 
support from Kashtakari Panchayat, Rekha and her colleagues 
have garnered respect for the essential work they do for their 
cities. She has also put all of her daughters through school, and 
now they are free to choose their own futures: One is studying to 
be an engineer. 

PHOTO CREDITS (clockwise from far left): Allison Joyce (1), Tamar Karpuj (2), Jonathan Torgovnik (3, 4), Christine Han (5)
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Together We’re 
Building a New World

WHERE THE PLANET  
IS PROTECTED

LAND IS LIFE Scouts from Kenya’s Ogiek tribe are replanting trees 
in the Mau Forest, their ancestral home, which has been decimated 
by logging and agriculture. Thanks to support from Ogiek Peoples’ 
Development Programme, the community won a landmark case 
protecting this land for the future. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik

LAND IS LIFE Scouts from Kenya’s Ogiek tribe are replanting trees 
in the Mau Forest, their ancestral home, which has been decimated 
by logging and agriculture. Thanks to support from Ogiek Peoples’ 
Development Programme, the community won a landmark case 
protecting this land for the future. Photo by Jonathan Torgovnik
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As climate change and 
unbridled development 
increasingly threatened 
our planet, we supported 
135 organizations in 2019 
that are protecting the 
ecosystems and natural 
resources that rural and 
indigenous people depend 
on for survival.

105
Protecting 
Indigenous &  
Rural Lands

135 GRANTEES DEFENDING LAND, WATER & CLIMATE JUSTICE

55
Stopping Mining 
& Harmful  
Energy Projects

69
Adapting To 
Climate Change

23
Ending Hunger 
& Food 
Insecurity



Baan Klang is a tiny village in northern Thailand—a cluster of houses in the Lampang forest, where 200 families from the 
Karen ethnic group have lived sustainably amid the trees for over 300 years. 

They call themselves “the protectors of the forest,” and today they’re fighting for their future. 

The forests and villages surrounding Baan Klang are at grave risk: Foreign investors, industrial developers and government 
officials have claimed the land with little regard for those who depend on it. 

To fight back, Baan Klang became a member of the Northern Peasant Federation (NPF), an AJWS grantee and growing 
movement of 80 rural Thai villages. NPF is taking to the courts to protect the ancestral land they depend on for survival, all 
while promoting sustainable farming, protecting the forest and creating a strong support network. 

Village chief Som Chat knows that no one can protect the land like his community: They farm sustainably and organically, 
gather what grows naturally, use no plastic and shield the forest against fires. The villagers understand that ensuring 
this ecosystem thrives isn’t just about land—it’s about preserving their indigenous culture and way of life in a rapidly 
changing world. 

ABOVE Village leaders and activists unite to share successes and struggles in their fight to defend their land. OPPOSITE Baan Klang  
chief Som Chat looks out over the lush forest that sustains and feeds his village in northern Thailand—land that his community has  
been protecting for generations. Photos by Allison Joyce

PRESERVING THE ENVIRONMENT IN THAILAND
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This forest doesn’t just belong to us. It belongs to 
all Thai people. And if we don’t take care of the 
forest, it affects all the world and the climate. 
We are all connected.

—SOM CHAT, Baan Klang village chief



Together We’re 
Building a New World

WHERE ALL PEOPLE ARE  
FREE FROM PERSECUTION
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RISING UP TOGETHER In a 
nationwide protest organized 
by AJWS grantee MovNDmx, 
Mexican activists took to the 
streets of Mexico City and 18 
other cities on International Day 
Against Forced Disappearances. 
They delivered signatures from 
more than 100,000 people 
urging the government to search 
for loved ones who have gone 
missing. Photo by Regina López 

To counter the rising tide 
of authoritarianism in 
2019, we supported 164 
organizations working on 
civil and political rights: 
stopping oppression, 
building democracy, 
promoting justice under 
the law and defending 
basic freedoms for all.

121
Peacebuilding

164 GRANTEES ADVANCING CIVIL & POLITICAL RIGHTS

70 
Defending 
Religious 
& Ethnic 
Minorities

110
Promoting 
Democracy

67
Empowering 
Women 
Leaders



I had to memorize my speech today because, like many Rohingya 
women, I cannot read or write. I was denied an education. I am 
the only Rohingya woman that could leave Bangladesh to tell you 
what happened to hundreds of thousands of us.

—HAMIDA KHATUN, Rohingya genocide survivor, at the United Nations
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In 2017, after decades of persecuting the Rohingya people of 
western Burma, the Burmese military unleashed a genocide. An 
estimated 740,000 Rohingya civilians fled fire, mass murder and 
rape. They escaped on foot into Bangladesh, where today they 
cling to survival in crowded camps prone to flooding and disease. 

AJWS responded immediately—via an outpouring of support 
by the Jewish community that funded emergency food, shelter 
and boats to ferry survivors to safety. Two years on, we’re proud 
that our grantees have improved hygiene for 120,000 refugees, 
trained 80 health care volunteers, and ensured that 7,500 
children have access to medical help and education following 
the trauma they’ve faced. 

When we promised “Never Again”—we meant it. 

AJWS is applying the full force of our advocacy to rouse the 
world from silence. We’re supporting Rohingya activists to speak 
out on Capitol Hill and at the UN. We’re also leading the Jewish 
Rohingya Justice Network (JRJN), a coalition of 25 organizations 
that has mobilized hundreds of rabbis and thousands of 
individuals to press for justice for the Rohingya people. 

And our voices are being heard: In 2018, we helped secure 
increased humanitarian aid from the U.S. for Rohingya refugees; 
and in 2019, the U.S. sanctioned Burmese military officials 
responsible for the atrocities. This August, AJWS delivered 
a letter signed by nearly 600 rabbis calling on the State 
Department to forge a path for justice and accountability for 
these unspeakable crimes.

A Survivor Speaks Out  
Hamida Khatun fled to Bangladesh in August 2017, after her 
brothers, sisters, husband and mother were all murdered 
by the Burmese military. She wanted to tell the world what 
happened, yet as a stateless Rohingya refugee, leaving 
the camp in Bangladesh seemed impossible. But with the 
support of AJWS grantee Legal Action Worldwide, she 
secured papers, traveled to Geneva, and became the first 
female genocide survivor from the camps to speak at the UN. 
She boldly called upon world leaders to ensure justice and 
education for her people in this time of profound crisis.

RESPONDING TO THE ROHINGYA GENOCIDE

OPPOSITE In Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, Rohingya refugees struggle to survive in what is now the largest refugee camp in the world. Photo by Stockimo/ 
Alamy Stock Photo. THIS PAGE Hamida Khatun calls on the United Nations to bring justice for the Rohingya people. Photo by REUTERS/Denis Balibouse



Together We’re 
Building a New World

WHERE COMMUNITIES  
CAN REBUILD & GROW
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RECOVERY AND REBUILDING 
A survivor of a catastrophic 
hurricane in Haiti rebuilds his 
home using supplies funded 
by a grant from AJWS. Photo by 
Jonathan Torgovnik

27 GRANTEES RESPONDING TO DISASTERSNatural disasters exacerbated by 
climate change and humanitarian 
crises sparked by violent conflict 
are on the rise—posing a deadly 
threat to millions of people 
worldwide. But AJWS is by their 
side, providing emergency aid to 
local first responders and staying 
the course to advance human 
rights as communities recover, 
repair and rebuild. In 2019, AJWS 
supported 27 organizations that 
saved lives and helped people 
begin anew.

10
Flooding & 
Mudslides

10
Communities 
Displaced by 
Drought, Hunger  
& Conflict4

Storms

9  
Tsunamis & 
Earthquakes
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tsunamis and earthquakes
Indonesia (2018-ongoing) 

Haiti (2018-2019)

Mexico (2018-ongoing) 

storms 
Hurricane Matthew: Haiti (2016-2019)

Cyclone Fani: India & Bangladesh (2019)

Tropical Storm Vicente: El Salvador  
(2018-2019)

flooding and mudslides
Burma (2018-ongoing)
Sri Lanka (2018-ongoing)

communities displaced by 
drought, hunger & conflict 
East Africa hunger crisis: South Sudan, 
Kenya, Uganda (2017-2019)

Rohingya genocide & other ethnic  
conflict: Burma, Bangladesh  
(2017-ongoing)

Conflict: Democratic Republic of  
Congo, Mexico (both 2018) 

Disaster & Humanitarian Response Around the World

NEW BEGINNINGS IN INDONESIA 
Throughout late 2018, Indonesia 
suffered multiple catastrophic 
tsunamis, leaving nearly 200,000 
people displaced, their homes 
damaged or entirely swept away, and 
killing more than 4,000 people. AJWS 
immediately identified local partners to 
distribute relief packages for mothers, 
reconstruct resilient new homes, 
empower youth and women’s groups 
to lead recovery efforts—and more. In 
2019, on the island of Sulawesi, where 
communities of fishermen and women 
lost everything, Indonesian Forum 
for the Environment (WALHI) helped 
more than 100 families launch small 
businesses so they could begin anew.  

HEALING & PEACE IN EAST AFRICA
2019 marked the third year of a drought 
that plagued South Sudan, Kenya and 
Uganda, pushing millions of people to 
the brink of starvation and exacerbating 
longstanding conflicts. Throughout the 
year, our grantees in the region continued 
to help communities survive and heal. 
In northern Uganda, Rural Initiative 
for Community Empowerment West 
Nile (RICE-WN) launched “peace clubs” 
for South Sudanese refugees who fled 
their country’s violent civil war, offering 
trainings on human rights and conflict 
resolution. RICE-WN also led trainings 
for girls and young women to learn about 
their reproductive health and speak out 
about sexual violence they’ve faced  
during the crisis. 

A SAFE SPACE TO REBUILD IN INDIA
In May 2019, Cyclone Fani tore across Odisha, 
one of the poorest regions in India. The Indian 
government’s quick response saved countless 
lives, but Fani destroyed homes, infrastructure 
and crops—leaving many families without 
power or food. AJWS grantee Solidarity 
and Action Against the HIV Infection in 
India (SAATHI) offered immediate support 
to the region’s transgender community—
who are often excluded from humanitarian 
aid responses—providing materials and 
assistance to rebuild homes. In the most 
severely affected areas of Odisha, Centre for 
Youth and Social Development offered play 
therapy and schooling to children traumatized 
by the storm. 

AIDING COMMUNITIES IN THE AFTERMATH OF DISASTERS

Photo courtesy of Centre for Youth and Social Development
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RECOVERY With support from AJWS, a 
man in Indonesia rebuilds his home after 
a devastating tsunami tore through his 
community. Photo courtesy of WALHI
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Together We’re 
Building a New World

WHERE YOUR GENEROSITY  
TRANSFORMS LIVES
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SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY  
AJWS supporters connect with Kenyan 
women’s rights activists on a Study Tour 
in Nairobi. Photo by Christine Han

AJWS unites the power of 
170,000 supporters from 
all 50 states and around 
the world. 

38,000*  
Donors of  
all ages

118,000
Social 
media 
followers

9,500* 
Activists

57,000
E-mail  
subscribers

* Made a donation or took 
action between 2017-2019

170,000 SUPPORTERS
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2019 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

American Jewish World Service, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position as of April 30, 2019 
(with summarized comparative financial information as of April 30, 2018)

2019 2018

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents  $6,167,601    $13,988,899   

Contributions receivable, net  21,610,112    27,102,721   

Investments, at fair value  21,099,354    14,549,652   

Prepaid expenses and other assets  680,438    821,055   

Property and equipment, net  1,081,678    888,164   

Total assets  $50,639,183*    $57,350,491*      

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $794,112    $545,706   

Grants payable  3,205,198    6,375,101   

Deferred rent  868,293    731,708   

Unearned revenue  254,891    108,162   

Charitable gift annuity obligations  187,297    194,707   

Total liabilities  5,309,791    7,955,384   

Net assets:
Without donor restrictions:

Undesignated  2,026,487    228,838   

Designated for donor-advised fund  653,383    2,849,243   

Board-designated for reserve fund  12,096,982    9,761,210   

Board-designated for working capital fund  3,993,375    3,993,375   

Total without donor restrictions  18,770,227    16,832,666   

With donor restrictions  26,559,165    32,562,441   

Total net assets  45,329,392    49,395,107   

Total liabilities and net assets  $50,639,183    $57,350,491   
  

AWARD: 
“2019 Best Multi-Channel  
Campaign of the Year” 
by Direct Marketing  
Fundraisers Association

“FOUR STARS”  
from Charity Navigator  
for 16 years

ALL 20  
of Better Business  
Bureau’s standards  
for charity accountability

“A” RATING 
from CharityWatch (formerly  
American Institute of  
Philanthropy) since 2004

Meeting the  
Highest Standards  
of Philanthropic 
Integrity

* AJWS’s total assets vary year-to-year due to the timing of the receipt and usage of commitments and payments for multi-year grants. In Fiscal Year 2019, AJWS’s total assets decreased primarily due to 
planned 2019 disbursements from a major multi-year restricted gift received in 2018.
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American Jewish World Service, Inc.
Statement of Activities as of April 30, 2019 
(with summarized comparative financial information as of April 30, 2018)

2019 2018
WITHOUT DONOR 

RESTRICTIONS
WITH DONOR 

 RESTRICTIONS
TOTAL TOTAL

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Contributions:

Individuals  $14,652,318    $15,524,269    $30,176,587    $35,795,545   
Donor-advised fund  3,438,300    -    3,438,300    8,500,000   
Bequests  679,942    152,400    832,342    576,541   
Foundations and corporations  891,418    3,022,303    3,913,721    18,431,293   
Government agencies  331,447    -    331,447    258,014   
Special event revenue, net of expenses of $0 in 2019 and $51,269 in 2018  -    -    -    104,733   
Donated services and goods  404,449    -    404,449    577,857   

Investment return, net of expenses of $64,857 in 2019 and $54,162 in 2018  689,488    21,116    710,604    469,363   
Study tour fees and miscellaneous revenue  419,688    504    420,192    374,824   

Net assets released from restrictions:

   Satisfaction of purpose restrictions  22,581,024    (22,581,024)   -    -   
    Satisfaction of time restrictions  2,142,844    (2,142,844)   -    -   
Total revenues and support  46,230,918    (6,003,276)   40,227,642**  65,088,170**

EXPENDITURES

Program services:

Programs  30,122,911    -    30,122,911    39,350,299   
Communications  3,587,028    -    3,587,028    3,544,231   
Strategic learning, research and evaluation  2,352,068    -    2,352,068    2,346,766   

Total program services expenses  36,062,007    -    36,062,007**    45,241,296**   

Supporting services:
Finance and administration  2,635,522    -    2,635,522    2,415,865   
Development  5,595,828    -    5,595,828    5,318,991   

Total supporting services expenses  8,231,350    -    8,231,350    7,734,856   
Total expenses  44,293,357    -    44,293,357    52,976,152   

Change in net assets  1,937,561    (6,003,276)   (4,065,715)   12,112,018   
Beginning net assets  16,832,666    32,562,441    49,395,107    37,283,089   
Ending net assets  $18,770,227    $26,559,165    $45,329,392    $49,395,107   

 
** AJWS’s revenue and expenses fluctuate year-to-year based on variations in multi-year gifts and donor-advised funds (DAFs). In 2018, AJWS was awarded a $15-million gift to support our work on child  

marriage over three years. This is reflected solely in our 2018 revenue, because accounting regulations require that multi-year gifts be recorded in the year in which they are awarded. Additionally, between 
2018 and 2019, revenue and expenses from a large DAF we administered decreased because the donor formed a foundation that began awarding its own grants.
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AJWS COMMUNITY: MULTIPLYING OUR IMPACT TOGETHER 
When we add up the impact of our community—from our 
extraordinary grantees in 19 countries, to our philanthropic partners 
listed on the following pages, to our community of supporters 
and activists raising their voices across the U.S.—we are changing 
millions of lives together.

If you made a gift to AJWS this year, you are our partner in achieving 
this change.
 
Together, we’ve helped people rise out of poverty and advance equality, 
justice and peace in their communities in 19 countries. We’ve made real 

and tangible progress in fighting growing authoritarianism and violence 
around the globe. We’ve aided refugees, protected precious forests, and 
strengthened movements led by and for women, LGBTQI people, and 
persecuted ethnic and religious minorities worldwide. 

Together, we are building a new world.

As we enter the new year, we will continue to champion the rights of the 
most vulnerable people and repair the brokenness in our midst. We are 
ever grateful for your partnership as we build a world where all people 
may live and thrive, side by side, with dignity.

CONNECTION On a trip to Kenya, AJWS 
supporter Patti Aaron meets a member 
of the Ogiek community—an indigenous 
people who won a landmark court case 
to stop logging that was destroying their 
ancestral forestland. Photo by Christine Han
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INVESTOR’S CIRCLE
$1 million and above
11th Hour Project 

Digicel Foundation Haiti 

Dobkin Family Foundation 

The Ezrah Charitable Trust 

Foundation for a Just Society 

The Horowitz Family Foundation 

The Kendeda Fund 

The Klarman Family Foundation 

Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation 

Bill Resnick and Michael J. Stubbs

Charles and Lynn Schusterman  
Family Foundation 

Anonymous (4)

CHAIR’S CIRCLE
$500,000-999,000
Charina Endowment Fund

Rabbi Suzanne Offit and Andy Offit

Posner Foundation of Pittsburgh

Anonymous (1)

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
$250,000-499,999
Dr. Marion Bergman and Stanley Bergman

Fondasyon Konesans Ak Libète (FOKAL)

Ken and Tamar Frieze

Marcy and Bob Haber

Ruth and Stephen Hendel

Judy and Mark Kahn

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum

The Mendelsohn Family Fund

Open Society Foundations

In Memory of Rose L. Shure* and  
Sidney N. Shure*

Judy and Jack Stern

Anonymous (2)

GLOBAL VISIONARIES
$100,000-249,999
Bradley Abelow and Carolyn Murray

Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation

Jeannie Blaustein and Peter Bokor

Linda and Joshua Blum

Lori Oleinick Dube and Monte Dube

Joseph E. Edelman and Susan  
Lebovitz-Edelman, The Edelman  
Family Foundation

Eileen and Richard Epstein 

Frieze Family Foundation

Jocelyn Goldfein and Bryan Johnson

The Leslie and Roslyn Goldstein Foundation

Sally Gottesman

The Gottesman Fund

GT Foundation

Jim Joseph Foundation

Anne Hess and Craig Kaplan

International Development Research Centre

Amy Mandel and Katina Rodis Fund

The Overbrook Foundation

Pears Foundation

Marcella Kanfer Rolnick and Josh Rolnick/
Lippman Kanfer Foundation for  
Living Torah

Amy and Eric Sahn

Elizabeth and Gaurav Seth

Tikva Grassroots Empowerment  
Fund of Tides Foundation

Winograd-Hutner Family

Anonymous (7)

GLOBAL DEFENDERS
$50,000-99,999
Drs. Michelle Berlin-Lowe and  

Robert A. Lowe

Tracey and Michael Delfiner

Debra Zarlin Edelman and Scott A. Edelman

Epstein Teicher Philanthropies

The Moses Feldman Family Foundation

Flora Family Foundation

Jacob Friedman Charitable Fund

Rabbi Elyse Frishman and Rabbi  
Daniel Freelander

The Diane P. & Guilford Glazer Fund  
of the Jewish Community Foundation  
of Los Angeles

Lynda M. Goldstein

Diane and Marc Greenwald

Lois and Dick Gunther

Heller Foundation

Michael Moritz and Harriet Heyman

Pamela Klem and Thomas Dubin

Cathy and Jim Koshland

Legacy Venture VI, LLC

Kathleen and Richard Levin

Stacy Mandel and Keith Palagye

Drs. Lisa and Yaron Minsky-Primus

Rothman Family Foundation

Sager Family Charitable Fund

Barbara and Scott Waxman

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation

Anonymous (2)

GLOBAL CHAMPIONS
$25,000–49,999
AJG Foundation

Edith and Philip Altbach

Apple Matching Gift Program

Lisa and David Auerbach

The Barrington Foundation, Inc.

Bloom/Silma Family Fund

Cole-Crone Family Foundation

Marc David Foundation

Dorot Foundation

James Dubey

Barbara and Joseph Ellis

Congregation Emanu-El of the  
City of New York

Episcopal Relief and Development

Falik Philanthropic Fund

Marty Friedman

Karen and Jeffrey Gerstel

Global Impact

Goodman-Lipman Family Foundation

Hellman Foundation

The Audrey and Sydney Irmas Charitable 
Foundation

The following pages acknowledge our generous donors who have contributed  
to AJWS during our 2019 fiscal year (May 1, 2018-April 30, 2019).

DONORS

*Of blessed memory
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Michelle Kane and Dr. Michael Edward Kane

Morton and Merle Kane

Key Foundation

Landau Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Laskey

Leslie Family Foundation

Linda Lipsett and Jules Bernstein

Mann Family Foundation

Lori A. Martin and Christopher L. Eisgruber

Jimena P. Martinez and  
Michael J. Hirschhorn

McNellis Family Fund

Carol Yanowitz Miller and Bruce Miller

Jill Minneman and Thomas Fulcher

Joanne Moore

John Pritzker Family Fund

Lisa S. Pritzker

Lynda and Stewart Resnick

Nathalie Rubens and Saul Goodman

Samueli Foundation

Rowland and Sylvia Schaefer Family 
Foundation

Suzanne Schecter and Todd Ruback

Jolie Schwab and David Hodes

Robert Sillins Family Foundation

Barbara and Ronald Stack

Stainman Family Foundation

Marjorie and L. Brian Tommer

Anonymous (5)

GLOBAL INNOVATORS
$10,000–24,999
Patrice K. Aaron Family Foundation

Eleanor and Frederick Alexander

Amgen Foundation

Annette Applebaum Revocable Trust

Diane Asséo Griliches

Auerbach Family Foundation

B & D Foundation

Carol Baker and Mark Stein

Philip and Daniele Barach Foundation

Donna Barrows

Jane and George Bean

Charlotte Behrendt and Bernard M. Plum

Berkowitz Family Foundation

Raquel Bierzwinsky

Nancy and Joseph Blum and Family

The Sally W. Bock Family Charitable Fund

Bresky Foundation

Stephanie Bronson

Jacob and Frances O. Brown Family Fund

Donald and Carole Chaiken Foundation

Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen Foundation

Ruth S. Coleman Charitable Fund

Nancy and Bruce Cooper

Dvora Joseph Davey

Judy and Krijn de Jonge

Doppelt Family Foundation of the Jewish 
Federation of Palm Beach County

Gail and Gerald Eiselman

Lois and Richard England Family 
Foundation

Harold Erdman

Equitas

Victoria and Ben Feder

Sybil Fields

The Fife Cragin Charitable Trust

Debra Fine and Martin Schneider

Ellen Paradise Fisher and Franklin Fisher

Maria Fisher

Renée B. Fisher Foundation

Vanessa and Isaac Frank

Susan Friedlander

Friedman Heiman Philanthropic Fund

General Iron Industries Charitable 
Foundation

Dr. Frances Ginsberg

Albert B. Glickman Family Foundation

Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund

Paul Goldstein and Dr. Jan Thompson

Google Matching Gift Program

Jane Gottesman and Geoffrey Biddle

Gregory Gottlieb

Alice and Steven Greenwald

Marilyn and Mike Grossman Foundation

Liz and Steve Gruber

Dena Hardymon

Irving Harris Foundation Discretionary 
Grant Program at the recommendation 
of Nancy Meyer and Marc Weiss

The Hedges Charitable Fund

Mark Heiman Family Foundation

Joan and Peter Hoffman

Holzer Family Foundation

The Victor and Lorraine Honig Fund of the 
Common Counsel Foundation

Janice Honigberg

The Aline and Leo Jacobsohn Foundation

Jewish Teen Foundation, a program of 
The Jewish Community Federation and 
Endowment Fund

Cecil Jowell Family Charitable Trust

Deborah Kanter and David Bartis

Arthur M. Kaplan and R. Duane Perry

The Katzin Foundation

Wendy Kleckner and Dr. Howard Kleckner

Amy Klette Newman Foundation

George and Amy Klette Newman 
Foundation

Ethel Klein and Edward Krugman

Sally Kornblith

Phlyssa Koshland

Wendy Landman and Joel Weissman

Laura Lauder 

Alice Lawrence Foundation

The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund

Lesbian Equity Fund, Kathy Levinson & 
Naomi Fine

Sharon and Seth Leslie

Levine Family Foundation

Howard and Irene Levine Family 
Foundation

Elliott Levy

Susan Lowenberg and Joyce Newstat

Helen Sloss Luey and Leon J. Luey

M&T Fantastic Family Foundation

Linda and William Madway

Melanie Marcus and Christopher Leonard

Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation

Daryl Messinger and Jim Heeger

Ruth Messinger and Andrew Lachman

Mills Family Foundation

Milton H. Dresner Foundation

Linda Mirels

The Mishan Family

Shriya and Peeyush Misra

Gale Mondry and Bruce Cohen

The Morningstar Foundation

North Peninsula Jewish Community Teen 
Foundation

Dr. Ilana Nossel and Jordan Kolar

The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation 
of Minnesota

Mortimer J. Propp Legacy for Orthodox 
Hebrew Day Schools, Inc.

The Ohrstrom Foundation

DONORS
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Oreg Foundation

Michael and Nancy Pfeiffer

Tamara and Joel Podolny

Joni and Russ Pratt

Lisa and Daniel Price

Louis and Harold Price Foundation

Aaron Rashti Family Foundation

Kathleen Reich and Kenneth Meyer

Paula and Daniel Reingold

Renaissance Foundation

Alison and Arnold Richman

Rita and Herbert Rosen Family Foundation, 
recommended by Michele and Stanley 
Rosen and Judy and Krijn de Jonge

Ann Rosenberg and Lorenzo Kampel

Sandra and William Rosenfeld

D. Roskin

Myrna Sameth

Lela and Gerry Sarnat

Kay and Stanley Schlozman

Laura L. Scheuer

The Shapiro Pogrebin Foundation

Murray G. and Beatrice H. Sherman 
Charitable Trust

Ruth and Jay Shobe

The Allen A. Stein Family Foundation

Marilyn and Eugene Stein

Sharon Stein

Ruth Stolz

Strear Family Foundation

Jeremy Sugerman

The Sunshine Foundation

Sy Syms Foundation

Danielle and Paul J. Taubman

U.S. Embassy in Haiti

Francine Lavin Weaver

Benjy Weinberger

Weinstein Foundation, Inc.

Otto and Marianne Wolman  
Foundation

Wolman-Fulker Fund

Sally Yanowitz*

Anonymous (20)

GLOBAL LEADERS
$5,000–9,999
Sara and Gary Ahr

Mimi and Barry Alperin

Aryea Aranoff and Liron Samra

Lucy and Peter Ascoli

Dr. Elena Balzac and Harvey N. Bock

Robert Bank and Alan Cohen

Mara and Danny Baror

Stephanie and Dan Becker

William and Debbie Becker

Nicole and David Berger

Linda and Bill Berliner

Dr. Aaron M. Berman

Elana Spungen Bildner

Shirley and Jerry Birenz

Gay Block

Linda and Ronald Borkan

Martin and Mary L. Boyer Foundation

Julie and Steve Bram

Michael Broder

Susan Bullowa

Michele Burger and Tom Cramer

The Calamus Foundation

Amy Chen and Charles Edward Loeffler

Lawrence Cohen

Melvin and Ryna Cohen Foundation

Hannah S. and Samuel A. Cohn Memorial 
Foundation

Pamela Cowan and Steve Miller

The Michael and Helen R. Cyker Charitable 
Foundation

Claudia Davidoff and Joseph Kahan

Robert and Cathy Dern Donor Advised Fund

Sarah and Paul Densen Charitable 
Foundation

The Diamond Family

Cara Eisen and Gil Forer

Lisa and Mitchell Eisen

Epic Systems Corporation

ERJ Fund of the Community Foundation  
of Greater New Haven

Marjorie Feder

Dean Feldman

Feldstein Family Fund

Joel L. Fleishman

Debra Fram and Eric Schwartz

Susan K. Freedman and Rabbi  
Richard Jacobs

Philip M. Friedmann

Jane Grenadier Friedman and  
Robert Friedman

Ziva Freiman

Madelaine Georgette Charitable Fund

Sari Gluckin and Lance Friedmann

Phyllis Gofstein

The Golden Spertus Fund

Laurie Goldstein and Jonathan Marshall

The Goodfriend Family 

Joanne and Jeffrey Grant

Lillian and Richard Gray

Rennie and David Greenfield

Ellen Grobman

George Grossman*

Celeste Grynberg and Jack Grynberg

Hall Family Foundation

Vered Hankin and Jeremy Kaufman

Dr. Howard Mark Heller

Barbara Horowitz

Sharyn Horowitz

Viva Rose Horowitz

Mark Jacobs and Daniel Barash

Rachel and J. David Jacobs

Samita Jacobs

Manisha Jain

Ellen and Eric* Joss

David Kanowitz

Alice Kaplan

Helen Kaplan

Kaplan Family Foundation

Pamela Katz and Louis Perwien

Bernard and Mildred Kayden Fund

Drs. Robin Keller and Mark Geliebter

Mrs. Judy S. Klein

Terri Ruth Klein and Dr. Daniel Gup

Joan and Robert Klivans

Jeannette and H. Peter Kriendler  
Charitable Trust

Nicholas Kroll

Amnon and Yael Landan

Landman Family Charitable Foundation

Lapporte-Frankel Family Philanthropic Fund

The Lederer Foundation

Lee and Luis Lainer Family Foundation

Melanie and Pascal Levensohn

Linda H. and Arnold J. Levine

Eileen J. Lewis

Jan Abby Liff

Robyn Lipton and Bruce Kuhlik

Liza and Michael Levy Family Fund

Nancy and Thomas Lurie

The Mazur Family Foundation

DONORS

*Of blessed memory
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Merck Partnership for Giving

Paulette Meyer and David Friedman

The Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation

Lois and Jay Miller

Mitzvah Foundation

The Mnuchin Foundation

Judith and Grant Morris

Hanna and Jeffrey Moskin 

Sara Moss and Michael Gould

Carol Navsky and Howard Branz

Neiman Marcus Group Matching Gift Program

The Nelson and Sara Fishman Family Foundation

Jane Newman and Amy Lange

Peg and Jeffrey Padnos

Abby Pariser and Peter Gollon

Daphne and Michael Parker

Laurie and David Pauker

Lauri Paul and Mark Hamilton

Phillips-Green Foundation, Inc.

Gene and Ruth Posner Foundation

Sheila Poeppel-Trudo and John Trudo

Yvonne and Leslie Pollack Family Foundation

Frances R. Posel

Jill Prosky and Jim Posner

Gloria and Joe Pryzant

Rabbi Amy Rader and Kevin Rader

James and Susan Ratner Family Foundation

Jane Reece

Nancy Reichman and Charles Gwirtsman

Martin Reisig

RMLow Foundation

Jay Rosen

Margery Rosenberg

The Frances and Abraham Reichman Charitable Trust

Ruth D. Rosin

The Max and Tillie Rosenn Foundation

Joyce Zinbarg Rosenthal and Steve Rosenthal

Cappy and Beth Rothman Family Foundation

Janice M. Rudbart Trust

Paul Sack

Robyn Samuels and Bruce Shragg

Sbar Family Foundation

Jane and Andrew Schachter

Mathilda Scheuer 2010 Trust

Frances E. Scher

The Schiffman Family Foundation

Sally Scott and Jimmy Potash

Seeff Charity Account

Leslie C. Seeman and David M. Becker

Sherry Segerman and Lawrence P. Blaskopf

Linda R. Senat

Stephen and Peg Senturia

Sarene Shanus and Harold Treiber

The Shapiro Family Foundation

Elizabeth and David Sherman

Andrew Shore

Susan Sidel and Dr. James Sidel

Florence Siegel and Jerry Block

Sybil and Daniel Silver

Rita Sislen

Julie Sissman and Phil Richter

Sheila Small and Dr. Bernard E. Small

Jeffrey Solomon 

Caryn and Larry Straus

Szilvia Szmuk-Tanenbaum and  
Charles Tanenbaum*

Sharon and Todd Tenenholz

David Thal

Marsha and Richard Timmerman

Gabrielle Tiven

Ilene M. Traiger and Joseph C. Shapiro

The Walt Disney Company Foundation

Irving S. Weinstein Philanthropic Fund #4

Wellington Shields & Co, LLC

Wilensky Foundation

Cindy and Jacob Worenklein

Linda Press Wulf and Dr. Stanley Wulf

Abigail Yasgur and Joseph Lipner

Diane and Howard Zack

Maxine and Jack Zarrow Family Foundation

Drs. Jill and Stefan Zechowy

Diane Zultowsky and Dr. Alec Cecil

Anonymous (20)

GLOBAL CITIZENS
$1,000-$4,999

FRIENDS
$1-$999

Gifts in these categories represent AJWS’s largest donor 
group. We are deeply grateful for your ongoing passion for 
social justice and commitment to AJWS.

DONORS

*Of blessed memory

As a philanthropist, I’m an ‘impact 
investor’ who seeks to advance human 
dignity, ingenuity and resilience for 
vulnerable people. AJWS is one of the 
smartest investments I’ve made—it 
has yielded consistent, measurable 
and sustainable returns by supporting 
people fighting poverty and injustice all 
around the world.

— PATTI AARON, philanthropist  
and AJWS supporter
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AJWS RUTH W. MESSINGER RESERVE FUND
Thank you to the donors who have contributed to our reserve fund, launched  
in 2016, ensuring the continuity and strength of AJWS’s programs.

Monica Anderson-Snow and Edward Snow

Dr. Marion Bergman and Stanley Bergman

Charina Endowment Fund

Dobkin Family Foundation

Lori Oleinick Dube and Monte Dube

James Dubey

Douglas Durst

Dr. Batya Elbaum and Dr. Daniel Messinger

Eileen and Richard Epstein

Jacob Friedman Charitable Fund

Rabbi Elyse Frishman and Rabbi Daniel Freelander

Sally Gottesman

Lois and Dick Gunther

Carol M. Joseph

The Kendeda Fund

The Klarman Family Foundation

Cathy and Jim Koshland

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum

Kathleen and Richard Levin

Joanne Moore

Bill Resnick and Michael J. Stubbs

Marcella Kanfer Rolnick and Josh Rolnick/ 
   Lippman Kanfer Foundation for Living Torah

Amy and Eric Sahn

Kay and Stanley Schlozman

Jolie Schwab and David Hodes

In Memory of Rose L. Shure* and Sidney N. Shure*

Florence Siegel and Jerry Block

Judy and Jack Stern

Anonymous (5)

*Of blessed memory

ESTATE GIFTS
Thank you to our donors, of blessed memory, whose contributions from their 
estates leave an enduring benefit to AJWS.

Estate of Joseph Bender, M.D.

Murray and Irene Burstein Living Trust

Estate of Anna Gold

Estate of Marcia F. Goldberg

Estate of Marian Sameth

In memory of Rose L. Shure* and Sidney N. Shure*

Arthur H. Stone 1993 Revocable Trust

Dorothy M. Stone 1990 Revocable Trust

Weissman Family Trust

Carol K. Whalen Living Trust

SPECIAL THANKS
To the law firms Proskauer; Paul Hastings LLP; and Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen 
& Loewy LLP, for providing AJWS with pro bono legal services.

PRIDE In Chiquirín, El Salvador, youth express their identities and sexual orientation proudly. They’re overcoming stigma in 
their community with the support of AJWS grantee Colectivo LGBTI Estrellas del Golfo, La Union. Photo by Jonathnan Torgovnik

DONORS
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LESSONS IN GLOBAL SOLIDARITY AJWS Global Justice Fellows in Guatemala, as part of a six-month training on advocacy and human rights. Photo by Christine Han

2018-2019 FELLOWS

Rabbi Adam Baldachin

Rabbi Aderet Drucker

Rabbi Jessica Graf

Rabbi Sharyn Henry

Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster

Rabbi Michael Knopf

Rabbi Barbara Penzner

Rabbi Jill Perlman

Rabbi Eve Posen

Rabbi Philip “Flip” Rice

Rabbi Michael Rothbaum

Rabbi Dean Shapiro

Rabbi Eric Solomon

Rabbi Susan Talve

Rabbi David Wirtschafter

2019-2020 FELLOWS

Rabbi David Baum 

Rabbi Dr. Analia Bortz

Cantor Vera Broekhuysen

Rabbi Capers Funnye

Rabbi Felipe Goodman

Rabbi Rachel Grant Meyer

Rabbi Corey Helfand

Rabbi Lauren Henderson

Rabbi Sarah Mack

Rabbi Suzanne Singer

Rabbi Gordon Tucker

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman

Rabbi Joshua Whinston

Rabbi Victor Urecki

GLOBAL JUSTICE FELLOWSHIP
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Marion Bergman 

Jay Cohan

Monte Dube*

Tom Dubin

Eileen Epstein

Marty Friedman*

Rabbi Elyse Frishman 

Marc Greenwald

Michael Hirschhorn

Carol Joseph

Paul Lehman

Howard Mandel

Jill Minneman

Rabbi Suzanne Offit

Bill Resnick 

Bruce E. Rosenblum 

Nathalie Rubens

Suzanne Schecter

Liz Seth 

Judith C. Stern 

Scott Waxman

AJWS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
CHAIR
Bradley Abelow

TREASURER
Jim Koshland 

SECRETARY
Carol Yanowitz Miller

VICE CHAIRS
Sharon Leslie

Eric Sahn

PRESIDENT AND CEO
Robert Bank

Thank you to our dedicated and longstanding Trustees 
who departed the AJWS Board in 2019:

Barbara Dobkin*

James Dubey

Ken Frieze

Kathleen Levin*

Jolie Schwab 

*Past chair

AJWS Trustees Suzanne Schecter, 
Jill Minneman and Nathalie Rubens. 
Photo by Christine Han

The Torah teaches us to heal the world—tikkun olam. Caring and helping 
others is elemental to the Jewish values that define how Joni and I live our 
lives, and that’s why we support AJWS. 

— RUSS PRATT, President of the Pratt Company and former AJWS Trustee
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EXECUTIVE TEAM
Robert Bank, President and CEO
Amy Pasquale, Executive Vice President
Margo Bloom, Vice President for Development
Jacqueline Hart, Vice President for Strategic
  Learning, Research and Evaluation
Stuart Schear, Vice President for Communications
Kristine Stallone, Vice President for Finance and 
  Administration
Shari Turitz, Vice President for Programs  

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Joshua Fried, Chief of Staff
Tali Chazan
Rachel Sherman-Presser

AJWS STAFF 
DEVELOPMENT
Beth Friedmann, Director of Development 
  Operations
Neely Grobani, Director of Donor Engagement
Suzanne Lee, Director of Institutional Giving
Alon Shalev, Executive Director of the  
  Western Region
Brad Sugar, Director of the Midwest Region
Aliza Balis
Neal Brown
Nicole Carras
Sarah Feiner
Sahm Forbes
Alexis Frankel
Rachel Furey
Lila Glick
Shoshana Gould
Melissa Hull
Jacob Jordan
Samantha Kossin
Jay Kotowski
Karly Meola
Shannon Reimers
Lily Schorr
Audrey Silverman
Larissa Solomon
Bojana Stoparic
Allison Tamer
Jill Weitz
Shifra Whiteman
Catherine Wolf
Austin Wrubel

COMMUNICATIONS
Andrew Blossom, Director of Digital Strategy
Elizabeth Leih, Creative Director
David Marcus, Director of Media Relations
Leah Kaplan Robins, Director of Content  
  and Storytelling
Madeline Cohen
Elizabeth Daube
Maya Geist
Justin Jacobs
Tamar Karpuj
Kristen Kendrick
Jenn Lavelle
Timothy Lessick
Clara Shapiro
Lanni Solochek

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
Danielle Edwards, Director of Finance
Corey Lutsky, Director of Information Technology
Julie Reyburn, Director of Risk Management
Samantha Adler
Monica Anderson-Snow
Ioana Baczo
Steven Collado
Hector Echevarria
Chanan Feigenbaum
Kevin Gomez
Jin Hua Liu
Ruddy Miller
Andrew Myhrum
Armani Rodriguez
Christopher Rodriguez
Maritza Sanchez
Yee Chiat Tay

GLOBAL AMBASSADOR
Ruth W. Messinger

HUMAN RESOURCES
Corinne Irwin, Director of Human Resources
Andrea Gorson
Sasha Mierez
Lauren Schonberger
Michelle Woodley 

AJWS staff as of September 2019. We express 
deep gratitude to former members of our 
staff who contributed greatly to AJWS’s 
success this year. 
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PROGRAMS*
Nikhil Aziz, Director of Land, Water, and Climate Justice
Tracey Gurd, Senior Director of Civil and Political 
  Rights and Advocacy
Rori Kramer, Director of Government Affairs
Jennifer Redner, Director of International Advocacy
Lilach Shafir, Director of International Education and 
  Jewish Engagement
Javid Syed, Director of Sexual Health and Rights
Sam Wolthuis, Director of Disaster Response and
  International Operations
Sophie Feintuch

Andrea Gillespie
Joseph Gindi
Christian Giraldo
Sarah Green
Jonathan Hulland
Nabilah Islam
Adriana Jimenez
Alejandra Martin
Olivia Nightingale
Tenzin Palkyi
Payal Patel
Emily Rugama
Shayna Saliman
Elizabeth Sipple
Jasmine Smith

WORKING TOWARD A BETTER WORLD AJWS staff at our annual strategy retreat in New York City. Photo by Christine Han

STRATEGIC LEARNING, RESEARCH & 
EVALUATION

Irit Houvras, Director of Strategic Learning, 
  Research and Evaluation
Margo Mullinax, Director of Strategic Learning,
  Research and Evaluation
Muhammad Irfan
Esther Lee 

Jeffrey Stein
Laura Timme
Hannah Weilbacher
Mallory Womble

*Due to security risks related to human rights work, our 
29 in-country experts are not listed here.



46

UNITED FOR THE PLANET
In February 2019, land rights activists from across northern 
Thailand convened in Baan Klang village to fight back against 
threats to their ancestral land. With the help of AJWS grantee 
the northern Peasant Federation, these activists are building 
a movement of rural communities uniting to protect the land 
and the environment. Photo by Allison Joyce
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When we think about philanthropic giving, we 
look for organizations that leverage donations 
to achieve maximum results. AJWS is a perfect 
example of this—they make targeted investments 
that empower some of the most marginalized 
people to change both their lives and the trajectory 
of their societies. 

—LEORA AND DEREK KAUFMAN
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DONATE
Visit www.ajws.org/donate, call 800.889.7146  
or send your contribution to:
American Jewish World Service 
45 West 36th Street, New York, NY 10018

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
Contact us for information about planned giving, to ensure  
that your gift will affect the lives of future generations.

CONNECT
Sign up for our e-list and join our social  
networks to become a part of our community!

 ajws.org/signup
 /americanjewishworldservice
 /ajws

 /americanjewishworldservice

BUILD A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE 
WORLD WITH AJWS...

FRONT COVER Activists in Malindi, Kenya, dance to welcome AJWS visitors to their community. BACK COVER In western Kenya, members of the Ogiek  
community are thriving on their land after a court ruled that they can no longer be evicted to make room for development. Photos by Christine Han
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